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DRAFT OPENING REMARKS BY HEAD OF DELEGATION OF VIET NAM 
AT THE DIALOGUE ON CRPD IMPLEMENTATION IN VIET NAM
(CRPD 32nd Session)
Geneva, 06 March 2025

Her Excellency Madam Chairperson, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Delegation of the Government of Viet Nam, I am very honored to lead the Delegation of Viet Nam to attend the dialogue today. Along with representatives from Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs, the Delegation of Viet Nam also consists of representatives from the Office of the Government, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Public Security, representatives from a number of provincial/city People’s Committees, who are attending this meeting on the spot. In addition, representatives from other ministries, agencies are also participating in the meeting online from Hanoi.
Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Committee,
	Currently, there are more than 7 million persons with disabilities in Viet Nam, accounting for 7.06 per cent of population aged 2 years and over, of which 58 per cent are female, 28.3 per cent are children, and nearly 29 per cent are persons with severe and very severe disabilities. Viet Nam is among the countries in the Asia-Pacific region and in the world with a fairly high rate of persons with disabilities. 
	Viet Nam always pays particular attention to persons with disabilities. The 1946 Constitution - the first Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam stipulated that: "All Vietnamese citizens are equal before the law, are entitled to participate in the government and the course of nation-building according to their talents and virtues". Inheriting and advancing the 1946 Constitution, the Constitutions amended in 1959, 1980, 1992, and Article 14 of the 2013 Constitution stipulates that: "Human rights and citizens' rights in political, civic, economic, cultural and social fields shall be recognized, respected, protected and guaranteed in accordance with the Constitution and law", Article 34 stipulates that "Citizens have the right to social security".
	On October 22, 2007, Viet Nam signed and in 2014 the National Assembly ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In 2019, Viet Nam ratified ILO Convention 159 on Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (Disabled Persons), further affirming Viet Nam's commitment to ensuring that there is no discrimination against workers with disabilities in terms of labour and employment. In 2022, Viet Nam acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons, Who are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled of the World Intellectual Property Organization.
	Realizing the Constitution and international commitments, the National Assembly of Viet Nam has promulgated the Law on Persons with Disabilities in 2010 and the Labor Code, the Law on Medical Examination and Treatment, the Law on Health Insurance, the Law on Education, the Law on Vocational Education, the Law on Construction, the Law on Road Traffic Order and Safety, and the Law on Legal Aid stipulating specific policies to support persons with disabilities. The Central Secretariat of the Communist Party issued a Directive to strengthen the Party's leadership in assisting people with disabilities. The Government has promulgated and implemented a number of programs and policies to protect, care for and assist persons with disabilities to integrate into the community (Poverty Reduction Program, Socio-Economic Development Program for Ethnic Minority Areas, Program on Assistance for Persons with Disabilities, CRPD Implementation Plan), ensuring the full and comprehensive implementation of human rights and the rights of persons with disabilities in all fields, in particular, ensuring the implementation of political, economic, civic, cultural and social security rights; ensuring that children with disabilities can go to school, persons with disabilities are given vocational training, jobs, livelihoods, preferential loans, support for housing, health, access to information and transportation. 
	The Government of Viet Nam has established the Viet Nam National Committee on Disabilities to assist the Prime Minister in guiding the implementation of issues related to persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Hlk179803422]Thereby, Viet Nam is recognized by the international community as a bright spot in poverty reduction and achieving sustainable development goals; the multi-dimensional poverty rate has rapidly reduced from 60% in the 1990s to 13.5% in 2014, and to about 5% in 2023; the social security system is constantly expanding its coverage and improving the quality of policies for people with disabilities: over 1.6 million persons with severe disabilities are entitled to monthly social benefits; 96% of persons with disabilities have health insurance cards; general hospitals at central, provincial and district level all have rehabilitation departments; supports are given to children with disabilities to participate in inclusive education at educational institutions; and to children who are unable to participate in inclusive education to study at specialized educational institutions. Viet Nam has also unified the sign language and Braille in nation-wide. The entire workforce of persons with disabilities (nearly 4 million persons with disabilities) is supported with vocational training, job creation, livelihood or concessional loans for self-employment. Ticket fares are exempted or reduced for persons with disabilities when participating in traffic, entering entertainment areas, cultural sites and historical relics.
	The State of Viet Nam is committed to complying with international treaties to which Viet Nam is a signatory, synchronously implementing solutions to achieve the goals on persons with disabilities. Viet Nam attaches great importance to the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the Human Rights Council. Up to now, Viet Nam has submitted the Voluntary Mid-Term Report on the implementation of the UPR Third Cycle – Accepted Recommendations. 
	Viet Nam has acceded to a number of core conventions of the United Nations on human rights. Viet Nam is also a member of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and has so far ratified 25 ILO Conventions.
	Viet Nam has always responsibly participated and actively contributed to the Human Rights Council, the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Issues Committee of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, the Executive Board of UNESCO and other human rights forums of the United Nations. Viet Nam has also actively contributed to discussions at regional and inter-regional forums, promoting multilateral and bilateral cooperation on persons with disabilities, especially in the development and implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Human Rights Defenders, promoting and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, women and children, preventing and combating human trafficking.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Despite the encouraging achievements made in the implemenation of the rights of persons with disabilities, being a middle-income country, Viet Nam still face difficulties in supporting persons with disabilities in terms of health care, employment, access to construction works, transportation, sports, cultural activities; and persons with disabilities find it hard to compete in the labour market.  
Long-term challanges are those that relate to impacts of climate change, globalization and the industrial revolution 4.0, urbanization and migration. Especially, since 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has seriously affected the socio-economic development in Viet Nam, including ensuring the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities.
The biggest challenge faced by Viet Nam today is the allocation of limited resources and socio-economic difficulties in the context of a lower-middle income country.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Government and the Delegation of Viet Nam, I wish to express my appreciation to H.E Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and other delegates for giving the Delegation of Viet Nam the opportunity to attend and discuss at the meeting today.  With a learning attitude, we look forward to receiving specific and goodwill comments so that Viet Nam would continue to better implement the rights of people with disabilities.
We also hope that the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, international organizations and UN member states will continue to support the Government of Viet Nam in the implementation of the Convention, providing resources and technical supports in addressing issues related to persons with disabilities; to share initiatives and good lessons for Viet Nam for protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, so that no person with disabilities is left behind in the process of socio-economic development of Viet Nam.
Thank you very much./.

