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[bookmark: _Toc179189588]PURPOSE OF THIS PARALLEL REPORT
(1) The purpose of this parallel report is to assist the Committee on the Rights of the Child (“the Committee”) in the consideration of State Reports during the 100th Pre-Sessional Working Group (03-07 February 2025), leading to the discussion of the Government of Colombia’s combined Sixth and Seventh Periodic Report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (“CRC” or “Convention”).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  CRC, Combined sixth and seventh periodic reports to be submitted by Colombia in 2021 under article 44 of the Convention, CRC/C/COL/6-7, 10 Oct 2023.] 

(2) 	This report focuses on child recruitment by non-state armed groups in Colombia, which come under the purview of the Convention (Articles 4, 6, 38). Colombia acceded to the Convention on 28 January 1991.[footnoteRef:2] Colombia also acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (“Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict”) on 25 May 2005.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Convention on the Rights of the Child, https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=37&Lang=EN  [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [3:  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=37&Lang=EN [last accessed 6 Oct 2024].] 

[bookmark: _Toc179189589]ABOUT THE AUTHORS OF THIS REPORT AND SOURCES
(3) 	This report has been prepared by Marilynn Escún Yac, JD 2024, and Morgan Garnhart, JD Candidate 2025, of the International Human Rights Center of Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, working under the supervision of Professor Cesare Romano. This report has been prepared in collaboration with Children Change Colombia.
(4) 	The International Human Rights Center of Loyola Law School, Los Angeles is committed to achieving the full exercise of human rights by all persons and seeks to maximize the use of international and regional political, judicial, and quasi-judicial bodies through litigation, advocacy, and capacity-building. Loyola Law School, Los Angeles is the school of law of Loyola Marymount University, a Jesuit university.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.lls.edu/academics/centers/internationalhumanrightscenter/ [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].] 

(5) Children Change Colombia, established in 1991, is an international non-governmental organization that focuses on the prevention of forced recruitment into armed groups and reintegration into society, the prevention of sexual and gender-based violence, and increasing access to education in remote areas.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://childrenchangecolombia.org/about-us/ [last accessed 25 Oct 2024]. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc179189590]BACKGROUND
(6) In Colombia, approximately 17,200 cases of child use and recruitment have been reported since 1960.[footnoteRef:6] Most of those (i.e. 13,542) are children ages 12 to 17.[footnoteRef:7] Children are recruited and used in armed groups to participate in criminal activities including, but not limited to, fighting against other armed groups, and transporting drugs and weapons.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Observatorio de Memoria y Conflicto, El conflicto en cifras, https://micrositios.centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/observatorio/portal-de-datos/el-conflicto-en-cifras/reclutamiento-y-utilizacion-de-menores-de-18-anos/ [last accessed 24 Nov 2024].]  [7:  Id.]  [8: .Maurio Echeverría, The Rise of the Colombian Child Soldier, Impunity Observer, 1 June 2023, https://impunityobserver.com/2023/06/01/the-rise-of-colombian-child-recruitment/ [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].] 

[bookmark: _Hlk180222022](7) Child recruitment decreased around 2016, during the peace negotiations between the Colombian government and the guerilla organization, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).[footnoteRef:9] However, since then, other armed groups’ desire to expand their ranks and controlled territory has led to an increase in child recruitment.[footnoteRef:10] Nowadays, most of the child recruitment is done by dissident groups of FARC that refuse to adhere to the 2016 peace agreement,[footnoteRef:11] and by the National Liberation Army (ELN).[footnoteRef:12] [9:  Greace Vanegas, The forced recruitment of child soldiers in Colombia: Families are uprooted, isolated and threatened, El País, 27 May 2023, https://english.elpais.com/international/2023-05-27/the-forced-recruitment-of-child-soldiers-in-colombia-families-are-uprooted-isolated-and-threatened.html [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [10:  Id.]  [11:  Elizabeth Dickinson, Lockdowns Produced a New Generation of Child Soldiers, International Crisis Group, 6 Dec 2021, https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/lockdowns-produced-new-generation-child-soldiers [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [12:  Report of the Secretary General, Children and armed conflict in Colombia, S/2024/161, 13 Feb 2024, para 17.] 

(8) In recent years, Colombia has entered into ceasefire agreements with various armed groups, including the FARC and ELN. However, some of these agreements were terminated due to violations, such as when a FARC-EP dissident group killed four indigenous teenagers who were trying to escape the guerilla organization.[footnoteRef:13] In August 2023, Colombia and the ELN agreed on a temporary six-month ceasefire, which was later extended until August 2024.[footnoteRef:14] Regrettably, and in violation of Colombia’s international obligations, the ceasefire agreement with the ELN allowed the recruitment of children as young as 15.[footnoteRef:15]  [13: .Vanessa Buschschlüter, Colombia conflict: Ceasefire with dissident Farc rebels suspended, BBC News, 22 May 2023, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-65674709 [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [14:  Save the Children, Press Release, 4 Aug 2023, https://www.savethechildren.net/news/colombia-ceasefire-agreement-needs-stop-recruitment-child-soldiers-save-children [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [15:  Id.] 

(9) On October 17, 2024, Colombian authorities and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) met in Bogotá to express concerns over the alarming increase in forced recruitment of children by armed groups in the first half of 2024, acknowledging 159 documented cases of child recruitment, with 51% of those recruited being from indigenous communities.[footnoteRef:16] According to the 2024 reports, while Cauca and Nariño in the southwest of Colombia remain the most affected departments, Huila (south), Norte de Santander (northeast), and Bolívar (north) have also experienced a troubling increase in forced recruitment of children.[footnoteRef:17]   [16:  EFE, Colombian authorities report increase in forced recruitment of minors, 17 Oct 2024, https://efe.com/en/portada-america/2024-10-17/colombian-authorities-report-increase-in-forced-recruitment-of-minors/ [last accessed 3 Nov 2024].]  [17:  Id. ] 

(10) It must be acknowledged that Colombia has made efforts to reduce child recruitment. In the past few decades, it has enacted national legislative measures to prevent and sanction the recruitment of children under 18 years old for armed conflicts.[footnoteRef:18] The Final Peace Agreement of 2016, between the Colombian government and the guerilla organization FARC, established various mechanisms to investigate and sanction crimes committed during the armed conflict, including child recruitment, such as the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP), the Comprehensive System of Truth, Justice, Reparation and Non-Repetition, and the Commission for the Clarification of Truth, Coexistence, and Non-Repetition.[footnoteRef:19] Yet, Colombia can and should do more to stem recruitment of children by armed groups operating on its territory. This report contains several constructive suggestions that we hope the Committee will incorporate in the List of Issues. [18:  IHL Databases, Recruitment of Child Soldiers, https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ar/customary-ihl/v2/rule136?country=co [last accessed 5 Oct 2024]; El Congreso de Colombia, Ley 418 de 1997, 26 Dec 1997, Art. 14, https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/sites/default/files/documentosbiblioteca/ley-418-de-1997.pdf [last accessed 6 Oct 2024]; Codigo Penal Colombiano, Ley 599 de 2000, 20 July 2001, Art. 162, https://perso.unifr.ch/derechopenal/assets/files/legislacion/l_20130808_01.pdf [last accessed 6 Oct 2024].]  [19:  Final Agreement to End the Armed Conflict and Build a Stable and Lasting Peace, Colombia, 24 Nov 2016, https://www.peaceagreements.org/viewmasterdocument/1845 [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].] 

(11) Before we turn to that, we would like to remind the Committee that, besides the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Colombia is also bound by the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man (American Declaration) and the American Convention on Human Rights (ACHR).[footnoteRef:20] Notably, according to the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR), both the American Declaration and ACHR recognize the right of children to be protected from their families, society, and the State.[footnoteRef:21] Moreover, the IACHR has issued recommendations to State parties to eliminate the recruitment of children in armed conflicts.[footnoteRef:22] [20: .American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/basics/declaration.asp [last accessed 5 Oct 2024]; American Convention on Human Rights, https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/Basic4.Amer.Conv.Ratif.htm [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [21:  Organization of American States, RECOMMENDATION FOR ERADICATING THE RECRUITMENT OF CHILDREN AND THEIR PARTICIPATION IN ARMED CONFLICTS, OEA/Ser.L/V/II.106, 13 April 1999, Chapter VI.]  [22:  Id.] 

[bookmark: _Toc179189591]COLOMBIA FAILS TO FULFILL ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS CONCERNING CHILD RECRUITMENT BY ARMED FORCES
(12) 	Colombia fails to fulfill its international obligations concerning child recruitment in several ways. We would like to focus on two of the most salient ones.
[bookmark: _Toc179189592]I) Insufficient government data collection and investigations do not capture the magnitude of the issue nor inform the public about it.
(13) Unfortunately, child recruitment is vastly undercounted and underreported in Colombia. Although 16,238 cases of child recruitment have been officially documented since 1960, Colombia’s Commission for the Clarification of Truth, Coexistence, and Non-Repetition believes the real number may be as high as 40,000.[footnoteRef:23] The JEP, a transitional justice mechanism created from the Final Peace Agreement of 2016, concluded that the FARC recruited and used at least 18,677 children from 1996 to 2016.[footnoteRef:24] The Colombian Institute of Family Welfare (ICBF), a government agency, recorded 1,166 cases of child recruitment between 2016 and 2023, although this number is believed to be a significant underestimate.[footnoteRef:25]  [23: .Reuters, Colombia must do more to stop child recruitment by armed groups – NGO, 24 Feb 2023, https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/colombia-must-do-more-stop-child-recruitment-by-armed-groups-ngo-2023-02-24/ [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [24:  Jurisdicción Especial Para La Paz, Comunicado 086 - JEP establece que al menos 18.677 niños y niñas fueron reclutados por las FARC-EP, https://www.jep.gov.co/Sala-de-Prensa/Paginas/La-JEP-establece-que-al-menos-18.667-ni%C3%B1os-y-ni%C3%B1as-fueron-reclutados-por-las-Farc-EP.aspx [last accessed 6 Oct 2024]. ]  [25:  Reuters, Colombia must do more to stop child recruitment by armed groups – NGO, supra note 23. ] 

(14) Colombia’s official statistics on child recruitment do not match those of other organizations. For example, while Colombia’s Observatory of Memory and Conflict database contains only 49 victims of child recruitment from 2021 to 2023,[footnoteRef:26] the UN Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict verified the recruitment of at least 347 children from July 2021 to June 2023.[footnoteRef:27] COALICO reported at least 77 verified cases of child recruitment in 2023.[footnoteRef:28] [26: .Observatorio de Memoria y Conflicto, El conflicto en cifras, supra note 6.]  [27:  Report of the Secretary General, Children and armed conflict in Colombia, supra note 12 at para 16.]  [28:  COALICO, Annual Infographic: Monitoring by the COALICO’s Observatory on Children and Armed Conflict, Feb 2024, https://coalico.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Infographic-%E2%80%93-ONCA-30.pdf [last accessed 5 Oct  2024].] 

(15) By failing to collect sufficient and reliable data on child recruitment by non-state armed groups, the State party violates its obligations under Article 4 of the CRC, requiring “to undertake appropriate legislative, administrative, and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the present Convention.”[footnoteRef:29] In General Comment 5, this Committee stated that the “[c]ollection of sufficient and reliable data on children … is an essential part of implementation” to assess program progress and impact, identify problems, and inform policy development for children.[footnoteRef:30] Similarly, the IACHR expressed concern about Colombia’s “lack of public information that would facilitate better understandings of victim’s identities and ages, particularly in view of the ongoing reports of forced recruitment in the country.”[footnoteRef:31] When data collection is insufficient or unreliable, resources to investigate, prevent, and sanction child recruitment cannot be allocated efficiently and effectively.  [29:  CRC, Art. 3.1]  [30:  CRC, GENERAL COMMENT No. 5 (2003) General measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts 4, 42, and 44, para. 6), CRC/GC/2003/5, 27 Nov 2003, para. 48.]  [31:  IACHR, IACHR Expresses Concern Over Death of Adolescent Girl During Military Operation in Guaviare and Over Vulnerability of Children and Adolescents to Forced Recruitment in Colombia, Press Release, No. 064/21, 18 March 2021, https://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2021/064.asp [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].] 

(16) Admittedly, part of the difficulty Colombia faces in gathering reliable data stems from the fact that many families are scared to speak out for fear of retaliation by armed groups.[footnoteRef:32] Speaking out against armed groups may lead to ostracization or further harm, and endanger the children.[footnoteRef:33] Families may also fear acknowledging the recruitment of their children, so they report them as missing and the cases are not counted as child recruitment.[footnoteRef:34] Additionally, many families perceive the voluntary enlistment of children in armed groups as a minor, intentional wrongdoing rather than a serious crime, contributing to the significant underreporting of child recruitment.[footnoteRef:35] Nevertheless, Colombia must still uphold its obligations under Article 4, which requires tracking more closely and conducting more prompt and thorough investigations about children’s recruitment. [32:  Greace Vanegas, The forced recruitment of child soldiers in Colombia: Families are uprooted, isolated and threatened, supra note 9.]  [33:  International Crisis Group, Protecting Colombia’s Most Vulnerable on the Road to “Total Peace”, 24 Feb 2023, p. 13, https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/98-protecting-colombias-most-vulnerable-road-total-peace [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [34:  Henry Shuldiner and Luisa Maria Acosta, Colombian Armed Groups Continue Recruiting Children Amid Peace Talks, InSight Crime, 14 Nov 2023, https://insightcrime.org/news/colombian-armed-groups-continue-recruiting-children-amid-peace-talks/ [last accessed 6 Oct 2024].]  [35:  PACIFISTA and INDEPAZ, Los Influencers de la Guerra, https://pacifista.tv/especiales/especial-los-influencers-de-la-guerra/ [last accessed 3 Nov 2024]. ] 

(17) In its Concluding observations on Colombia’s 2021 report, the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) expressed concern about the “limited progress in the investigation of disappearances perpetrated by organized illegal armed groups…to the forced recruitment of children, mostly in indigenous communities and in communities of Colombians of African descent…”[footnoteRef:36]. It recommended Colombia to “intensity its efforts to prevent and investigate promptly, thoroughly and impartially in all the acts defined in article 2 of the [CED] that are committed by organized armed groups without authorization.[footnoteRef:37] [36:  CED, Concluding observations on the additional information submitted by Colombia under article 29 (4) of the Convention, CED/C/COL/OAI/1*, 2 June 2021, para. 22.]  [37:  Ibid., para. 23.] 

[bookmark: _Toc179189594]II) Lack of government resources for at-risk children leads to increased recruitment by armed groups.
(18) There is a direct link between insufficient investment in education, health, and other public services in rural areas and the phenomenon of child recruitment by armed groups. Armed groups’ recruitment pool is children of impoverished rural families. We believe Colombia violates Article 6 and all related articles regarding the well-being of the child (arts. 19, 23, 24, 28, and 32) when it fails to ensure access to educational and economic opportunities and necessities for the survival and development of the child.
(19) Article 6 of the CRC provides: “1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life. 2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child.” According to General Comment 15, Article 6 “ensures the survival, growth, and development of the child that includes physical, mental, moral, spiritual, and social dimension of their development.”[footnoteRef:38] Because Article 6 is broadly worded, and because to fully implement it several other provisions of the Convention (e.g. the rights to health, an adequate standard of living, a healthy and safe environment, education, and protection from violence) must also be upheld,[footnoteRef:39] Article 6 is an umbrella article, guiding the implementation of the entire convention.[footnoteRef:40]  [38:  CRC, Art. 4 & 6; CRC, General comment No. 15 (2013) on the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health (art. 24), CRC/C/GC/15, 17 April 2013, para. 16.]  [39:  CRC, Arts. 19, 23, 24, 28, 32; CRC, GENERAL COMMENT No. 7 (2005) Implementing child rights in early childhood, CRC/C/GC/7/Rev.1, 20 Sept 2006, para. 10.]  [40:  CRC Art. 6; CRC, General comment No. 20 (2016) on the implementation of the rights of the child during adolescence, CRC/C/GC/20*, 6 Dec 2016, para. 15.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk180760408](20) Unfortunately, not all children in Colombia have access to education. Those living in rural areas have the least access. A study conducted by the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana determined that 80% of rural schools lack access to the internet while over 18% do not even have electricity.[footnoteRef:41] In areas targeted by armed groups, such as the departments of Santander and Chocó, the percentages of low educational attainment and illiteracy are higher than the national average.[footnoteRef:42] During the period from July 2021 to June 2023, 36 confirmed attacks on schools and 16 instances of military occupation of schools prevented children from attending classes.[footnoteRef:43] These conditions limit children’s attainment of education and access to higher-paying jobs to overcome their impoverished circumstances.  [41:  Laboratorio de Economía de la Educación de la Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Informe No. 79 Características y retos de la educación rural en Colombia, 2 Oct 2023, p. 12,  https://www.javeriana.edu.co/recursosdb/5581483/8102914/Informe-79-Educacio%CC%81n-rural-en-Colombia-%28F%29oct.pdf [last accessed 5 Oct 2024]. ]  [42:  ACAPS, Colombia: Child Recruitment and Use, 15 April 2024, p. 3, https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20240415_ACAPS_Colombia_Analysis_Hub_Child_recruitment_and_use_in_Colombia.pdf [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [43:  Report of the Secretary General, Children and armed conflict in Colombia, supra note 12, at paras. 33, 35. ] 

(21) Unfortunately, schools are prime grounds for child recruitment. Armed groups target and recruit children right outside of or on their way to school.[footnoteRef:44] Young girls have reported abandoning their education due to the lack of safe transportation.[footnoteRef:45] In Cauca, even children as young as 4 years old encounter traumatic experiences with armed groups, hindering their educational and social development.[footnoteRef:46] In 2023, an explosive attack by FARC dissidents struck a rural school in Suárez, Cauca.[footnoteRef:47] In Corinto, Cauca, police mistakenly fired at a school campus, believing it was under attack by a local armed group, resulting in a campus riddled with bullet holes.[footnoteRef:48] COVID-19 also exacerbated child recruitment as many children, unable to attend school or find employment, resorted to joining armed groups.[footnoteRef:49]  [44: .Daniela Díaz, The battle against forced recruitment in Colombia, El País, 23 Dec 2023, https://english.elpais.com/international/2023-12-23/the-battle-against-forced-recruitment-in-colombia.html[last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [45:  The New Humanitarian, Rising Cauca violence shows the scale of Colombia’s peacebuilding challenge, 7 Oct 2024, https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2024/10/07/rising-cauca-violence-shows-scale-colombia-peacebuilding-challenge?form=MG0AV3 [last accessed 22 Oct 2024].]  [46:  Richard Emblin, Colombian schoolchildren’s desperate prayers amid FARC attacks in Cauca, The City Paper, 29 May 2024, https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/colombian-schoolchildrens-desperate-prayers-amid-farc-attacks-in-cauca/ [last accessed 6 Oct 2024]. ]  [47:  Id. ]  [48:  Henry Shuldiner and Luisa Maria Acosta, Colombian Armed Groups Continue Recruiting Children Amid Peace Talks, supra note 34.]  [49:  International Crisis Group, Protecting Colombia’s Most Vulnerable on the Road to “Total Peace”, supra note 33 at p. 12-13.] 

(22) Additionally, children in conflict-affected areas lack access to educational resources and accurate information on armed groups’ practices. Armed groups have increased reliance on social media platforms to target and recruit children in areas that lack a strong State presence.[footnoteRef:50] In recent years, even the most impoverished families now own at least one smartphone.[footnoteRef:51] With the surge in internet consumption and increased reliance on online content, armed groups have capitalized on this trend by using platforms such as TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp to disseminate misinformation, shape public perception, and legitimize their activities in the territories they control.[footnoteRef:52] Armed groups lure young people with misleading promises of security, community, and a sense of belonging and identity to attract interest.[footnoteRef:53]  [50:  PACIFISTA and INDEPAZ, Los Influencers de la Guerra, supra note 35. ]  [51:  Id. ]  [52:  Id. ]  [53:  Id. ] 

(23) In Colombia, at least 33% of the population lives in monetary poverty, and at least 11.4% live in extreme monetary poverty.[footnoteRef:54] More than 3.2 million Colombians do not have access to drinking water and sewage treatment with 82% living in rural areas.[footnoteRef:55] Approximately 15.5 million Colombians face high levels of food insecurity, with the most severe cases found in conflict-affected regions like Cauca and Chocó.[footnoteRef:56] Given the difficult living conditions of millions of Colombians, armed groups target poverty-ridden and rural communities for child recruitment by falsely promising economic opportunities, an escape from domestic violence, and power within a community that may already be dominated by military or guerrilla culture.[footnoteRef:57] [54:  Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadística - DANE, Pobreza y desigualdad, 16 July 2024,  https://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/pobreza-y-condiciones-de-vida/pobreza-monetaria [last accessed 5 Oct 2024].]  [55:  Spencer Henderson, Water for Life’ researchers unite to bring water security to rural Colombian communities., Toronto Metropolitan University, 20 Dec 2023, https://www.torontomu.ca/engineering-architectural-science/stories-events/2023/12/-water-for-life--researchers-unite-to-bring-water-security-to-ru/ [last accessed 5 Oct  2024].]  [56:  World Food Programme, Food security assessment for the Colombian population, Colombia – May 2023, p. 46, https://www.wfp.org/publications/2023-food-security-assessment-colombian-population-executive-summary [last accessed 25 Oct 2024].  ]  [57:  Laura Calderón Pachón, Child Recruitment in Colombia, Geneva International Centre for Justice (GICJ), Nov 2020, https://www.gicj.org/images/2020/Child_Recruitment_in_Colombia_A.pdf [last accessed 5 Oct 2024]; Elizabeth Dickinson, Lockdowns Produced a New Generation of Child Soldiers, supra note 11.] 

(24) Armed groups have infiltrated every aspect of community life, taking over as the main source of employment, monitoring residents, enforcing their own laws, and even aiding regional councils.[footnoteRef:58] By infiltrating every aspect of community life, armed groups create the illusion that “joining an armed group may be the only realistic survival strategy.”[footnoteRef:59] Tragically, recruited children are then used for criminal activities or support tasks, like espionage, cooking, cleaning, and subjected to sexual violence.[footnoteRef:60] [58:  International Crisis Group, Protecting Colombia’s Most Vulnerable on the Road to “Total Peace”, supra note 33 at p. 9-10. ]  [59:  Cristal Downing, et al., Current Dynamics of Child Recruitment in Colombia, United Nations University: Centre for Policy Research, July 2022, p. 4-5, https://unidir.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/MEAC_FindingsReport_14.pdf [last accessed 25 Oct 2024].]  [60:  Maurio Echeverría, The Rise of the Colombian Child Soldier, supra note 8; ACAPS, Colombia: Child Recruitment and Use, supra note 42 at p. 6.] 

(25) In the department of Cauca, where over half the residents live in poverty and 22.9% in extreme poverty, the State’s minimal to nonexistent support has aggravated dangerous conditions, significantly heightening the risk of child recruitment by armed groups.[footnoteRef:61] This lack of support has led to a nearly 100% increase in child recruitment by armed groups between January and June 2024, compared to the same time period in 2023.[footnoteRef:62] The dire economic conditions force children to see joining these groups as their only viable survival strategy, further perpetuating the cycle of violence and instability.  [61:  The New Humanitarian, Rising Cauca violence shows the scale of Colombia’s peacebuilding challenge, supra note 45.]  [62:  Id. ] 

(26) Regarding the Cauca and Chocó regions, evidence indicates that the State’s lack of investment in education, employment, and development opportunities derives from discrimination against the ethnic, class, and social makeup of these areas, as the demographic of these regions primarily includes indigenous communities and Afro-Colombians.[footnoteRef:63] Recent reports establish that, of the 159 documented cases of child recruitment within the first half of 2024, 51% were children from indigenous communities and 13% were children of Afro-Colombian descent.[footnoteRef:64] As armed groups disproportionately recruit indigenous and Afro-Colombian children, the Colombian government must implement targeted measures that address the particular vulnerabilities these communities face to reduce their risk of recruitment by armed groups. [63:  CARE, Food Insecurity, Protection and Armed Conflict in Colombia, Feb 2024, p. 5-7, https://www.care.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/FINAL-Learning-Brief-Conflict-Hunger-and-Protection-in-Colombia.pdf [last accessed 3 Nov 3, 2024]; The New Humanitarian, Rising Cauca violence shows the scale of Colombia’s peacebuilding challenge, supra note 45. ]  [64:  EFE, Colombian authorities report increase in forced recruitment of minors, supra note 16.] 

(27) In a 2024 UN Secretary-General report on children, Colombia was called to increase the institutional response to the lack of access to basic services, including education and health care, in communities that are confined by the presence and/or territorial control of armed groups.[footnoteRef:65] [65:  Report of the Secretary General, Children and armed conflict in Colombia, supra note 12 at para. 17.] 

(28) To ensure the enjoyment of the survival and development of the child to the maximum extent possible, Colombia must direct more resources toward basic services and implement comprehensive infrastructure reform to reach conflict-affected areas. Comprehensive infrastructure reform can help provide children with educational and economic opportunities, radically reducing the risk of child recruitment by armed groups. 
(29) Although the Colombian government and international NGOs have invested in preventative social programs, these remain significantly underfunded and insufficient to address the full scope of the issue. The Colombian Family Welfare Institute currently serves 338 children in its dedicated program, providing children “rescued from armed conflict and war exploitation” with the necessary resources and support for reintegration into society.[footnoteRef:66] To develop effective prevention and response strategies, a deep understanding of the evolving recruitment tactics of armed groups and the changing dynamics of the conflict is imperative. Strengthening these efforts is crucial to protecting Colombia’s youth from recruitment and advancing broader peace and stability goals in the region.  [66:  EFE, Colombian authorities report increase in forced recruitment of minors, supra note 16. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc179189595]RECOMMENDATIONS
(30) 	We respectfully recommend this Honorable Committee include at least one of the following questions in the List of Issues it will prepare for Colombia.
[bookmark: _Hlk181630850]1. Please explain what measures Colombia intends to implement to improve the accuracy of data collection on child recruitment by non-state armed groups.
2. Please explain what initiatives Colombia intends to undertake to investigate and sanction the perpetrators of child recruitment into non-state armed groups.
3. Please explain what initiatives Colombia intends to undertake to provide resources and opportunities for at-risk children to decrease child recruitment by non-state armed groups. 
4. Please explain what steps Colombia intends to take to address the particular vulnerabilities indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities face to reduce their risk of recruitment by non-state armed forces.
5. Please explain what initiatives Colombia intends to undertake to prevent the dissemination of misinformation by non-state armed groups targeting children on social media platforms. 
6. Please explain what measures Colombia intends to implement to strengthen the State’s presence in conflict-affected areas to prevent child recruitment by non-state armed groups. 
