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* REFERENCE:CAT/Cyprus/letter on reprisals

Geneva, 26 November 2014

Excellency,

T have the honour to address you once again in my capacity as rapporteur on reprisals
under article 19 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degradlng
Treatment or Punishment.

I am writing in pursuance of the letter that I addressed to Your Excellency on 5 June
2014 (copy attached for ease of reference) drawing the attention of Your Excellency’s
Government to the arrest of, and alleged ill-treatment while in detention of Mr. Doros
Polykarpou, Executive Director of the non-governmental organisation called Action for
Support, Equality and Antiracism — KISA, an organization that works to combat racial
discrimination and xenophobia in Cyprus. As indicated in my letter, KISA submitted an
alternative report to the Committee, prior to the examination of Cyprus’ fourth periodic report
during the 52™ session of the Committee, held in Geneva from 28 April to 23 May 2014.

To date, the Committee has not received a reply to the letter from Your Excellency’s
Government. In this connection, allow me to reiterate the Committee’s request to receive
information with regard to the ‘exact situation of Mr. Polykarpou as well as on the measures
taken by Your Excellency’s Government to implement articles 13 and 16 of the Convention to
ensure that Mr. Polykarpou and KISA are not subjected to any reprisals as a result of their
legitimate activities, including providing information to the Committee against Torture in the
context of procedures provided for in the Convention and under its Rules of Procedure.

I would appreciate it if Your Excellency’s Government could kindly provide the
- Committee with the mformatmn requested above at your earliest convemence

- Accept, vExcellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

X George Tugush1
Rapporteur on reprisals under
article 19 of the Convention

Vice-Chair of the Committee against Torture

His Excellency

Mr. Andreas Ignatiou o
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus

Rue du Grand-Pré, 66

1202 Geneva

Email: cyprus@cyprusmission.ch
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 REFERENCE:CAT/Cypras/letter on reprisals

Geneva, 5 June 2014

Excellency,

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as rapporteur on reprisals under article

19 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradmg Treatment or
Pumshment

In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of Your Excellenéy s Government

to information received regarding the arrest of, and alleged ill-treatment while in detention
received by, Mr, Doros Polykarpou, Executive Director of the non-governmental organisation
¢alled Action for Support Equality and Antiracism ~ KISA. KISA works to combat racial

discrimination and xehophobia in Cyprus and, in this context, monitors places where .

undocumented immigrants are detained, such as Mennogem Detention Centre. In this regard,
. KISA submitied an alternative report to the Committee, priot to the examination of Cyprus’

fourth periodic report during the 52™ session of the Committee, held in Geneva from 28 April to
23 May 2014. The Committee’s concluding observations on the fourth periodic report of
Cyprus, issued on 23 May 2014, expressed concerned, inter alia, about the conditions .of
“detention in Mennogela Detention Centre and the detention of unaccompanied undocumented
minors. ,

Aocording to the information received:

On 26 May 2014 Mr Polykarpou reportcdly 1nformed the Director. of the Mennogeia

. ,Detenuon Centre of his mtenuon to visit some detainees at the Centre. The Director allegedly

warned him that if he were to visit the detention facility, he ‘would be arrested for. an unpaid

court warrant. The said warrant related to an unpaid parking fine issued by Nicosia Mumclpahty .

- in 200’7 amounting to EUR 160

* On 28 May 2014 Mr, Polykdrpou reportedly sent a letter to the Chief of the Cyprus '

Polics, which was also forwarded to the Director of the Mennogeia Detention Centre and the
. Commissioner for Administration and Human Rights, informing them i in advance that he was
gomg to visit somé detalnecs at Mennogeia Detention Centrc

His Excellency

Mr. Andreas Ignatiou

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plempotent1ary- ‘
" Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus :
Rue du Grand-Pré, 66

1202 Geneva

Email: cyprus@cyprusmission.ch
|
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intention of visiting wnaccompanted minors allegedly held wnfawfully at the Centre, On atyival,
atd according to various rgports, Mr. Polykarpou was arrested, allegedly by the administration
of the Detention. Centre, for failing to pay the municipal parki ng fine. He. way then allegedly
transferred to Kofinou Policé Station and then to the Central Prison in Nicosia, where he Was
placed in a'wing with convicted prisoners.. Througheut his detention, M Polykarpou reportedly
reriained handeuffed, was damed the right 1o call his coumisel, aﬁd was not permitted to drink

water,

On 29 May 2014 at 9:00 pm, Mr.. E’olykarpou was reléased, aftex the ﬂr:e Wi
reportedly pmd by: KI&A, '

I am concerned that i acoordance thh ﬂm inforination recetved, th¢ arrest of, and..

aileged ill-treatment whils in detetion recetved by, Mr. Polykarpou may be.related 1o the -

- professional sotivitiss of Mr, Po}ykarpou and KISA in monitoring and documenting the
~ coniditions of detention at Mennngem Detenfion Centre, in the context of KISA’s cooperation
wath the Commmﬁeez during the exammat:on of Cyprus fourth petiodic report in May 2014,

Iﬁ régard to these allegations, I would like f fo refer to Y()ilt‘ Exéellency's Gavernmemt the
foll owmg articles of the, Convantwm agamst ’i‘ortme _ A

é

- when such acts are commitied by or af.the insttga’aan of o with the consent or

In view 0? the sertousriess of the abnve-memloxmti allegations, [ would appracmte, asa

Articls 13 “Eac h Staté Par’cy shall ensure that any mdmdual wim alleges he has -

Beeh subjected to torfiire. ih any territory under its jurisdiction has the right to

CPAGEY

complain to, and to have his case ‘prompily and nnpartmily examined by, 1tsv :
iré that f plal

cafﬁpetent anthorities. Steps shall be faken to. ; 1
wxgg sses_dte lﬁi‘{)fecfﬁr’i aﬁm&t all, li treﬁtment or._ intl mtdatiog B
i - id »

”;Articfe 16 paragraph 1 “Bach State Patty shall undertaka 10 preven‘c in any
" fersitory under its jurisdiction’ other acts of cruel, inhuman of degrading

treatment or punishiment which do mot amount to tortute as defined in article I

acquiescénics of a public official or other pérson acting in an officlal capacity,
In particular; the obhgatians contained in &iticles 10, 11, 12 and 13 shall apply’

with the substitution fof feferences to forturs of tefsrences to offier forms of -

crusl, inhuman o degraditig traatmem or pmnshmemf’ :

- matter of urgeney, o receive information with regard to tlie exact above mentioned situation of
Mr. Paiykarpou as woll as on the rieasures taken by Your Excellency’s Government o
- implement articles 13 arid 16 of the Convention to ensure that Mr. Polykarpow and KISA are not
subjected to any reprisals @s a result of their legifimate activities, including promdmg:
information to the Committee against Torture in the context of pmcedurm providad for in ’th&'
Convention and under s Roles omecedure. :

Aceept; Ficellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Geor ga Tugushi
Ragporteur on reprisals under
artwie 19 of the Conventlm




