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SUMMARY OF CURRENT SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS
Sierra Leone witnessed the worst atrocities during the decade long civil war in Sierra Leone and the physical as well as the psychological scars are still painfully and prominently visible. Little has been done to address the needs of victims/survivors. A culture of violence pervades a society long after the end of formal hostilities. It can be evidence in Sierra Leone by an escalation in violence by the police, and as well as domestic and sexual violence. In Sierra Leone, particularly in Kailahun and Kono districts there is a record of significance police brutality after the civil war ended. This has caused re-traumatisation and has had terrible consequences for the civilian population. Everyone has suffered with men and women being detained and imprisoned for an unjust cause. Political and societal roles of men and women however, render them more vulnerable to police brutalities. 
Such experiences have a long term devastating effect on their lives and those of their children. Many of them are depressed and exhibit signs of anxiety, post traumatic stress disorder, and their level of functioning decreased. Men and women found in these circumstances deserve special attention in healing process both individually and communities as both victims of abuse and actors in reconstruction. 
Rehabilitation through counselling (either group or individual) must be given priority in all programmes from psychosocial and trauma services to the provision of health, education and skills training. Rehabilitation of individuals including men, women and their communities is a holistic process that entails addressing immediate and long term social, economic, educational and political rights. Issues such as health, psychosocial and educational needs must be at the call of all reintegration and rehabilitation programmes with a specific focus on torture survivors who have been affected. There is also a need to set up an interdisciplinary reference system for assisting severely traumatised men and women including boys and girls in collaboration with some selected health centres. 
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