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Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.

Those words of greeting were in Te Reo Maori and are intended to reach out to everyone who is listening, whether in the room or joining us online.

My name is Jonathan Godfrey.

I am National President of Blind Citizens NZ, and I am the Chair of NZ’s Independent Monitoring Mechanism.

I was chosen by DPOs to take this role. 
It is an honour and a privilege; but it is also a bitter pill to swallow because NZ is not making as much progress on realising the Convention as the rest of the world might think.

After NZ’s first examination in 2014, the Committee gave us about 100 concluding observations.
After seeking the views of disabled people and their families in 2019, the IMM published a report with 120 recommendations.
We followed that up with more recommendations because lessons were learned during the COVID pandemic.

After reviewing the state’s progress on those recommendations, the IMM held a forum to dialogue with Government officials earlier this year.
We used that evidence to update our earlier work ahead of this examination.

 It is true that the NZ Government has made significant progress on a variety of issues,
              But many of the 2014 concluding observations and the numerous recommendations offered by the IMM remain untouched or unresolved.

Disabled people in NZ do not have equal rights; nor do we have equity of outcomes.

The NZ Govt now has data that demonstrates a significant disability equity gap exists in practically every respect where data is collected.

 We still have a minimum wage exemption;
We still allow sterilisation of women without their fully informed consent;
Our disabled kids are not always welcome at their local schools;
Our poverty rates are unacceptable - , except to the NZ Government.

I urge the Committee to ask the searching questions.
Disabled NZers need you to make the NZ Government re-apply to be considered a world leader in realising the rights of disabled people.
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