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1.	The policy objectives of the kindergarten (KG) education scheme (Scheme) are to provide good quality and highly affordable KG education, and enhance the accessibility of students to different modes of services that suit their specific needs.  With implementation of the Scheme, the expenditure on KG education substantially increased from about $4 billion to about $6.7 billion per annum.  
2.	For whole-day (WD) KG services, it is not a common practice internationally to provide WD services free of charge for all children from 3 to 6 years of age.  Furthermore, existing evidence from researches and studies precludes drawing conclusions that WD programmes are more favourable to young children than half-day (HD) programmes.  As such, the basic tenet of the new Scheme is that the Government’s subsidy to each eligible KG would be sufficient for it to provide quality HD services according to the standards prescribed by the Government.  Notwithstanding that, to facilitate parents to join the workforce, we provide an additional subsidy for eligible KGs offering WD and long WD services.  
3.	Since the implementation of the new Scheme, about 90% of the KGs joining the Scheme and offering HD programmes are free of charge while the school fees for WD programmes are at a low level.  Needy families can apply for fee remission and a grant to defray the school-related expenses.
4.	Under the new policy, the EDB continues to enhance the quality of KG education in various aspects.  Some examples include reviewing the Guide to the Pre-primary Curriculum, raising the requirements in teacher-to-pupil ratio from 1:15 (including principal) to 1:11 (principal not included), enhancing teachers’ remuneration, setting targets in teachers’ continuous professional development and training in catering for the needs of non-Chinese speaking students and students with special needs, refining the Quality Assurance Framework, etc.
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