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Dear President, dear members of the Council,
Let me first thank you for the substantive, rich, and also demanding, dialogue we've had over the last two days. In the limited time frame, our delegation put its best efforts towards providing information that will facilitate your further work.
I am satisfied that, in many respects, we have agreed on the areas in which important progress has been achieved, as well as the areas in which further or additional activities will be required. On this occasion, I would like once more to touch on some of them.
Slovenia is committed to improve on the protection and promotion of human rights in the country. The position and remit of the Human Rights Ombudsman as well as the Equal Opportunities Advocate will be reinforced next year. As regards the latter, our Government has already submitted a new act to Parliament, while regarding the former, legislative solutions for obtaining “A status” under the Paris Principles will be sought in cooperation with the Ombudsman.
We presented the reinforced protection of victims of crime system. In the context of domestic violence, we presented legislative and other measures that provide an integrated basis to all State structures to decisively react to such violence, to better protect the victims, to provide them with assistance services and to develop programmes for rehabilitation of the offenders. We also explicated our planned measures for the explicit ban on corporal punishment.
We are glad that the Police representatives were given the opportunity to directly present the contribution of the Police in the protection against domestic violence or tormenting of children as well as cooperation with civil society in searching for solutions to improve the protection of victims. The work carried out by the Police in these fields was also singled out as good practice by the Human Rights Ombudsman.
We presented the arrangements aimed at providing assistance to all victims of trafficking in human beings – they all receive full assistance, including accommodation in shelters. The latest data on prosecution and judgments of conviction for this criminal offence indicate that instances have increased.
Today we also discussed the situation related to the Roma community in Slovenia. The Government is aware of the fact that social inclusion of the Roma is still unsatisfactory. For this purpose, we established cooperation at the local level. With due diligence and in close cooperation with the Roma, we are developing measures to improve the situation related to their society. In this context, we also carry out activities for the empowerment and training of Roma community representatives.
The Republic of Slovenia is aware that further efforts will need to be made for the implementation of the principle of integrating “underprivileged children” in elementary education, including Roma children and children with special needs in general.   
We are still facing important challenges. Let me mention the arrangements pertaining to the status of and compensations for “the erased” and challenges related to migration pressure: 
In recent years, including our recent exchange, Slovenia has expressed regret regarding the violations of rights of the erased. I assure you that after past stalemates, Slovenia is committed to regulate the status of the erased and to redress the injustices in the form of financial compensation as well as other forms of just satisfaction, and that the acts adopted in 2010 and 2013 are serving this purpose. We also presented the activities that were carried out in the field of raising awareness on statutory possibilities provided by both acts. However, this sad story can only be concluded in cooperation with the affected people provided they decide to exercise these statutory rights.
Today we also discussed the issue that has been highly relevant for Slovenia and the wider region in recent months. I would like to emphasise that Slovenia will not be able to solve the migrant crisis on its own. With this in mind, in recent months, we have been intensely connecting with neighbouring countries, the region, European partners as well as relevant international organisations and civil society. In addressing the crisis, we also used certain measures, such as technical barriers along the border and the engagement of the army and the police in the wider protection of the state border. In their scope, all of these measures were carefully considered and were not intended to close the Slovenian border to the seekers of international protection. Slovenia did not cease to fulfil its obligations as a Party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. We also presented all measures intended for vulnerable groups, particularly children, in the migrant flow. 
Let me briefly mention that many highly active and well organised non-governmental organisations exist in Slovenia that are active in the field of human rights and with which we cooperate on a regular basis in a series of fields. Among others today, we presented our cooperation in the field of trafficking in human beings as an example. The financing of their work is regulated by legislation and I can say that civil society organisations in Slovenia received approximately 290 million euros from various sources of public funding in 2014. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia is committed to active and open cooperation with civil society.
In the end, let me express my thanks to the members of the Council who, by posing very specific and sometimes difficult questions, triggered an intensive exchange of opinions and a reflection on our focused effort to respect fundamental rights and freedoms in our country.
Thank you.

