Closing remarks, the Constructive Dialogue of Lao’s People Democratic Republic

[bookmark: _Hlk111993061]Excellency the head of delegation Lao’s People Democratic Republic, Mr. Padeumphone SONTHANY, Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Welfare of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and all of Lao’s Delegations including the organizations of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the CRPD Committee members and rapporteur, I would like to thank for the active participation of the Lao delegations for the constructive dialogue. This dialogue primarily aims to improve and to enhance the protection and fulfillment on the rights of persons with disabilities in all aspect of life. We fully appreciate and recognize that the state party has been working hard to implement laws, programs and policies including budget provision to support the realization of rights of persons with disabilities in Lao. The ratification of the convention reflects the commitments by the state party to ensure equal rights and dignity of persons with disabilities at the country level.
We appreciate that the state party of Lao raising budget limitation but the state party has obligations under international human rights law to respect, protect and fulfil human rights and to make available the necessary resources to do so. They contribute to the fulfilment of their human rights obligations through human rights-based policies, plans, programmes and budgets. A government’s budget is the most important economic policy and planning document, and is an essential means by which to assess government’s efforts for the realization of human rights. 
The close relationship between public budgets and human rights has been recognized by international human rights mechanisms in their assessment of State compliance with human rights obligations. It encourages civil society actors, grass-roots organizations, human rights advocates including the organizations of persons with disabilities participate equally to social audits, expenditure tracking, budget scorecards and other budget assessment tools to develop critical evidence of human rights efforts, and to advocate for necessary budget-related steps to be taken for better realization of human rights. In this way, they will help to close the gap between rhetoric and reality, and hold governments accountable for their actions. It will also enable the long term social-economic national plan of the Lao’s government to be more disability inclusive in realizing the human rights of persons with disabilities. Therefore effective and meaningful participation of the organizations of persons with disabilities and other civil society organizations are the main requirement to support the state party in Lao to make progressive realization in implementing the Convention. It includes to advance the provision of accessibility in public space and transportation, assistive devices and technology, inclusive education, social protection and health care, decent work and employment, the recognition of sign language and to create inclusive and accessible curriculum for all persons with disabilities as well as the independent national monitoring of the convention. The other critical aspect is that the Committee raises concern on the absence of effective and meaningful participation of persons with disabilities and civil society organizations in the context of policy making, monitoring and implementation of the convention. 
We truly appreciate that the state party express challenges of the implementation of the Convention, that raise our concerns to encourage the state party and the organizations of persons with disabilities to work together in order to tackle the challenges and to realize rights of persons with disabilities is possible to happen in Lao.
I would like to end my closing remarks by encouraging the state party to continue to have open, honest and transparent communication and collaboration with all persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, to support the full recognition, protection and guaranteeing of full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabilities including ethnic and religious minority groups with disabilities in Lao’s People Democratic Republic.
I thank you.
