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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like extend a warm welcome to Mr. Ori as the new Chief of the Groups in Focus Section, Human Rights Treaties Branch, and join him in welcoming you to the 83rd session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. I am very pleased that most COVID-19 related measures have been lifted and that we are again able to welcome all observers to the conference room. However, I wish to remind you that the wearing of face masks remains mandatory in the conference rooms.

Unfortunately, Ms. Chalal will not be able to attend the first week of this session.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. The number of States parties to the Optional Protocol remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that Bhutan, Canada, Estonia, The Netherlands, Oman and Turkmenistan have submitted their periodic reports to the Committee since the beginning of our last session. At our last session, we decided to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee. All 189 States parties have been informed of this decision and of the deadline for opting out from the simplified procedure. In response, 12 States parties have indicated that they wish to opt out and maintain the traditional reporting procedure.

Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights.

On 16 September 2022, at the invitation of the Gender Justice Commission of the Peruvian Judiciary, I participated in the jury of the second national competition on good practices of judicial decisions in the areas of gender equality and gender-based violence against women. 

During the intersessional period, I also wrote an article on “The protection of the rights of indigenous women under the CEDAW Convention”, at the request of the Faculty of Law of the Antonio Ruiz de Montoya University in Lima, Peru. The article will be published soon in the University’s law review journal (Revista) “La Voz Juridica”.

On 26 September, I met with the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights Ms. Ilze Brands Kehris at the UN Human Rights Office in New York to share the Committee’s work and achievements over the past two years, including the future general recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls.

On 4 October, I presented the statement of the Committee and engaged in an interactive dialogue with Member States at the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly.

On 5 October, I met with the international women’s rights NGO MADRE to discuss ways and means to seek international support for the implementation of our future general recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that members of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from Committee members who have participated in such events. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 83rd session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties scheduled for consideration and the public closing of the session on Friday, 28 October, are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
