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Introduction
Purple Ribbon is the first grass-roots, non-profit organization in China dedicated to providing support for mothers, by mothers who are separated from their own children due to parental child abduction and alienation (ie. “snatching and hiding”), with currently few legal recourses that can be used effectively to resolve these issues. [footnoteRef:1] Women’s rights are heavily infringed upon regardless of marital and relationship status, and possibly millions of mothers across China encounter various custody and/or visitation issues as a result.  [1:  Qin, Amy. “Where Parents Have Abducted Their Own Children in a Bid for Custody.” The New York Times. Last modified Oct. 10, 2021
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/10/world/asia/china-child-custody-abductions.html] 

Key focus: 
· Provide an emotional support system for mothers as family support is often minimal or non-existent, including professional psychological referrals if needed.
· Instill mothers with the will to continue living as suicidal thoughts are highly prevalent amongst this group, as many have experienced domestic violence and continue to live with it in the form of having their children disappear from their lives.
· Share legal resources amongst mothers as well as with legal experts to fight for basic rights using the existing laws of The People’s Republic of China.
· Advocate for changes to the legislation to improve situations for mothers in all difficult stages of divorce and separation, including pertinent issues of custody and visitation.
· Create a growing community of mothers with similar experiences who are comfortable to share their authentic stories publicly to raise awareness.
There are generally THREE (3) types of scenarios that Purple Ribbon mothers fall into:
1. Mothers WITH Custody either with a verdict from the Courts or have a signed legal agreement, but still cannot be reunited with their children as they have been “snatched and/or hidden” by the fathers, who restrict the mothers from accessing their children, often using violence.

2. Mothers WITHOUT Custody, either with a verdict from the Courts or have a signed legal agreement, but visitations are obstructed. If visitation is stated in legal documents, almost always the fathers restrict the mothers from accessing their children, often using violence.

3. Mothers who are SEPARATED or in the middle of filing for divorce. This could last for years if the father does not agree to divorce to deliberately delay the proceedings to gain advantage in custody trials. Sometimes the first application for divorce is denied by the courts Courts to curb rising divorce statistics.[footnoteRef:2] These mothers fall into a gray zone where they have no papers whatsoever to help them have access of their own child, since either parent can take a child before divorce legally.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Zuo, Mandy. “China Divorce Cooling-off Rule: One Year After Controversial Law Enacted Authorities Claim Rates of Separation Declining.” South China Morning Post. Last modified Jan. 15, 2022. https://www.scmp.com/news/people-culture/social-welfare/article/3163438/china-divorce-cooling-rule-one-year-after]  [3:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.] 

Regardless of the legal documents in possession, once “snatching and hiding” tactics have been used, it is extremely difficult to combat it using the current laws in place in China.
Custody through “Snatching”
In 2019 alone, evidence through verdicts alone show that the incidence rate of “snatching and hiding children” in divorce cases is 12.68%[footnoteRef:4], meaning that there were 80,000 children who were “snatched” by one parent based on divorce statistics, but this is just the tip of the iceberg.[footnoteRef:5]  Most verdicts do not state the actual scenario as “snatching,” but rather as a “family dispute” and thus it is impossible to calculate exactly how many of these incidents take place each year. Once divorce is being considered by either party, a common perception by parents is who can “snatch” their own child first, and the first person to do so has obvious advantages in divorce.[footnoteRef:6] The difficulty is that this moment can happen at any time, when one least expects it. [4:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.]  [5:  Yeung, Jessie. “In China, 80,000 Children Were ‘Snatched’ in 2019 by Parents Fighting for Custody.” CNN. Last modified May 22, 2021.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/22/china/china-divorce-child-custody-abduction-intl-hnk-dst/index.html]  [6:  “Lost/Found.” Dir. Lu Yue. Huayi Brothers. 2018] 

Most “snatchings” are well-planned in advance and happen inside the countryChina rather than abroad, since where the legal recourse for these incidents is minimal in China. Even when a custody verdict is given to the mother, once a “snatching” has taken place, it is highly likely that the child will still be kept hidden. While the mother can file for enforcement, it is often a lengthy process and since the paternal side often have has violent tendencies, CCourts are reluctant to get involved in these kinds of cases. Therefore, the preferred legal provision to use is in these cases is from Marriage Law, where the principle of “maintaining a stable living environment” in the best interests of the child, has in effect, become an aid to the success of snatching to gain custody,[footnoteRef:7] making a temporary situation into a permanent reality.   [7:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.] 

Visitation after “Snatching”	
The issue of visitation is closely related to custody as it is what instigates “snatchings” in the first place since most people in China know that it is an extremely difficult and lengthy process to enforce visitation if the other party does not “allow” it. Each verdict enforcement can take up to one year to execute enforce due to the time it takes to process through a stretched system, and while there are different courses of action that can be used in instances of contempt of Ccourt, judges rarely use them in visitation enforcement cases. After one enforcement, the lengthy process needs to be repeated if the mother wants to continue with future visitations. Most mothers give up after a few tries, while those who persevere find that these visitations are of little benefit to increase the bond with their child, as sometimes a courtroom is the only place to enforce the visitation,[footnoteRef:8] while some are only able to see their children via video calls.[footnoteRef:9] Further exacerbating this problem, once a child reaches 8 years of age and voices their own rejection of visitations due to years of brainwashing caused by the father and his family, it is very difficult for the Courts to do anything.  [8:  Chen, Nian.“Run, Mom, Run: China's Divorced Couples Battle for Children.” The Initium. Last modified Oct. 6, 2022.
https://theinitium.com/article/20221006-mainland-purple-ribbon-mom/invite_token/MItsXDhrYW/]  [9:  101 East Documentary. “Snatched: China’s Child Custody Battles.” Al Jazeera, uploaded by May 26, 2022
 https://www.aljazeera.com/program/101-east/2022/5/26/snatched-chinas-child-custody-battles
] 

Cultural Stigma
Custody was traditionally awarded to the father especially in cases with boys back when divorce was still uncommon, and most women were not financially capable and were traditionally encouraged to start new marriages without a child to complicate matters. However, as women’s earning power have increased through the years, their ability to raise children on their own has increased. Thus, the fathers are more intimidated fearful of by the likelihood of losing custody since males are still considered as the “iron rice bowl” for traditional families who become their insurance policy into old age. Therefore, they fathers try to keep the child(ren) within the paternal family at all costs, even whenand most fathers do not raise the child(ren) themselves.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.] 

With possibly millions of women in China being affected by these incidents, our submission focuses on raising the issue of parental child abduction and alienation (“snatching and hiding”) as a form of gender-based violence that decreases the enjoyment of life for possibly millions of mothers in China currently. Many mothers consider suicide as their own way out of their misery because they cannot bear to live without their children. Reducing the status of women to essentially mere “surrogates” who can neither interact, bond, or even see their children obliterates all their natural rights as women and mothers.

Executive Summary
Key issues and, recommendations, challenges/questions	Comment by Author: 你们希望委员会问的问题，也算事建议
Article 2:  Laws, policies, practices to eliminate discrimination against women that embody the principle of equality

Key issues:
Currently, the Civil CodeLaw in China has no specific provision on what rights are violated by “snatching and hiding” children.[footnoteRef:11] Children are considered to be the “property” of both parents in China, so does either parent have the right to snatch and hide their own children? While a new amendment to the “Laws on the Protection of Minors”  which the family law states “it is not allowed to compete for custody rights by snatching or hiding underage children,”[footnoteRef:12]  in reality most judges do not base their verdicts on this clause as it is under “Children’s Protection Law” rather than the more commonly usednot under the more commonly used “Marriage Law.” 	Comment by Author: 是指修订后的《未成年人保护法》24条吗？需要明确列出法律名称 [11:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.]  [12:  Yeung, Jessie. “In China, 80,000 Children Were ‘Snatched’ in 2019 by Parents Fighting for Custody.” CNN. Last modified May 22, 2021.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/22/china/china-divorce-child-custody-abduction-intl-hnk-dst/index.html] 

Since joint custody is almost never granted by the Courts,[footnoteRef:13] and there is a general public understanding that visitation cannot be enforced in China successfully, it is thought by many that the only way to be with your child is through full custody, and the only way to guarantee that is through “snatching.” Using “maintaining a stable living environment” as the main principle to guide court rulings when “snatching and hiding” has occurred is systemically failing women, has occurred is outdated and unfair to women, as in de facto this promotes abduction and rewards the abductor, leaving women at a clear disadvantage due to their size and stature.  [13:  Thomas, Natalie. “In China, Calls for End to Aggressive Child Custody Tactics.” Reuters. Dec. 29, 2016. https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-china-custody-idUKKBN14I07Q] 

Additionally, as there is no precedent law in China, and each judge is free to interpret the law, where the same judge can rule custody in favor of the fathers in two separate instances where one mother took back her child after abduction, and the other was unable to due to domestic violence.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Zhang, Wangqing. “Two Mothers, a Judge, and an Outcry Over Child Custody Verdicts.” SixthTone. Last modified May 13, 2021. http://www.sixthtone.com/news/1007427/two-mothers%2C-a-judge%2C-and-an-outcry-over-child-custody-verdicts] 

We suggest the following recommendation:
1. State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify existing laws (specifically within Marriage Law), regulations, customs and practices which constitute discrimination against women where it involves her children, thus reducing the clear disadvantage that women have in cases of “snatching and hiding” to gain custody. Only stricter enforceable laws to punish parents (of both sexes) who use these despicable practices can truly eradicate these cruel incidents.	Comment by Author: 可以明确需要修改的具体的法律（民法典婚姻编，家暴法？）。还可以是要求最高法院针对该问题出台明确的司法解释
Article 5: Sex roles and stereotyping 
Key issues:
The majority of “snatching and hiding” cases are of MALE children under 6 years of age.[footnoteRef:15] This pattern reflects the cultural superiority placed on male children as “property” of the paternal family, stemming from Confucian thought, but this sense of entitlement must be reformed. The overall societal and cultural acceptance also applies to family members, who all turn a blind eye. In reality, these actions are considered criminal in many parts of the developed world.  [15:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.] 

Additionally, women feel immense pressure in China to get married before being considered “leftover women (at 27).”[footnoteRef:16] A shocking level of cultural discrimination against these women exist, which causes women to rush to find a partner who may not always be the most compatible. While this can’t explain the entire scenario, it may contribute to the high divorce rates, where infidelity is often the catalyst for these situations.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Lindberg, Frida. “Leftover Women and Changing Attitudes Towards Marriage.” ISDP.  March 17, 2021. https://isdp.eu/leftover-women-and-changing-attitudes-towards-marriage/#:~:text=Women%20in%20China%20are%20sometimes%20called%20%E2%80%9Cleftover%E2%80%9D%20if,to%20have%20altered%20many%20women%E2%80%99s%20attitudes%20towards%20marriage.]  [17:  Zhang, Jing. “Snatching and Hiding Children White Paper.” Xinhua Publishing House. 2021.] 

We suggest the following recommendation:
1. To modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct where the idea of the superiority of males causes significant urges to “snatch and hide” to keep boys within the paternal family at all costs. The While the recognition of the common responsibility of men and women in the upbringing and development of their children should be emphasized, but no one can replace the role of a mother in a child’s life, especially in the critical early childhood stages. By removing this phase unnaturally and in an extremely cruel manner, many of these children will grow up with psychological problems that will affect them for their lives. 	Comment by Author: 这几句是理由不是建议？放到前面，或者换成明确的建议
2. To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding of maternity as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility of men and women in the upbringing and development of their children, without using children as “pawns” and/or “property” in cases of divorce. 
3. To shift public moral attitudes of infidelity as shameful rather than boastful that is extremely harmful to society at large, and adjusting societal perception that “snatching and hiding” are “family issues.” 
Article 15: Equality before the Law
Key issues:
Judges often consider successful women as “strong,” women ands view them as one of the reasons for the divorce, where since only men can be “strong” and women should always be “weak.” Women with  higher education and incomes are still at a major disadvantage if the only evidence the fathers need is to have the child within their physical control. Since many victims are still able to carry a child, judges use this as an additional reason to “help” the mother remarry, even if she has expressed vehemently her wishes to gain custody of her child.  
We suggest the following recommendation:
1. State Party shall accord to women in civil matters, a legal capacity identical to that of men, and the same opportunities to exercise that capacity, and to treat women equally in all stages of procedure, and  create gender-sensitive family judicial or quasi-judicial mechanismsin courts and tribunals. Women should not be punished for being successful, “strong,” where her strength in areas except for physicality puts her at a disadvantage in cases of “snatching and hiding.”	Comment by Author: 可以借鉴33号一般性意见的表述: to create gender-sensitive family judicial or quasi-judicial mechanisms 
Article 16: Marriage and Family Relations
Key issues:
Women all around China currently do not have equal rights to custody compared with men within marriage since the Ccourts often favor favor the parent who has the child(ren) at the time of the legal proceedings, annihilating her relationship with her own child(ren). This clearly violates equality issues within marriage and family relations at its dissolution. When women have been eliminated from all aspects of child-rearing, this reduces her them to a mere surrogates. Visitation rights are extremely difficult to enforce, and verdicts sometimes purposely have very loose parameters, with the intent of giving more space for negotiation between two parties.[footnoteRef:18] In cases that involve “snatching and hiding,” this makes enforcement even more difficult due to its vagueness, and since most mothers are blocked from all communication with the fathers, they can only rely on the Courts to resolve their issues.  [18:  Civil Case (2018)冀0102民初313号] 


We suggest the following recommendation:
1.  State Party should afford the same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status. Mothers who have lost custody should receive effective and enforceable regular visitation rights to retain a bond with their children. 
Article 19 (General Recommendation No. 35): Violence Against Women 
Key issues:
“Snatching and hiding” children is absolutely a form of gender-based violence that causes immense suffering to women, exacerbated by cultural, legal, and social factors. Additionally, fFathers can use the same tactics of coercive control against their children that they use against their ex-partners,[footnoteRef:19] especially in cases of “snatching and hiding.” When visitations are enforced, the victim needs to make an impossible decision whether her safety is greater than her wish to see her child. Retaliation in “family matters” can get very dangerous,[footnoteRef:20] and the seriousness of “snatching and hiding” should not be underestimated. [19:  Katz, E., Nikupeteri, A., and Laitinen, M. (2020) “When Coercive Control Continues to Harm Children: Post-Separation Fathering, Stalking and Domestic Violence.” Child Abuse Rev., 29:  310– 324. 
 https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2611.]  [20:  Yeung, Jessie. “Hong Kong Model’s Death and Dismemberment Resurfaces Memories of Past Horrors.” CNN. Last modified March 4, 2023. https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/04/asia/hong-kong-murders-dismemberment-intl-hnk/index.html] 

The Anti-Domestic Violence Law does not put custody and domestic violence under the same clause,[footnoteRef:21] therefore mothers can still lose custody due to “snatching.”[footnoteRef:22] Domestic Violence is still a rising statistic,[footnoteRef:23] and is frequently used in cases of “snatching and hiding” to control and instill a fear of retaliation from the female. Domestic violence protection orders often do not help as enforcement of these orders is still unclear.[footnoteRef:24]  [21:  Qin, Amy. “Where Parents Have Abducted Their Own Children in a Bid for Custody.” The New York Times. Last modified Oct. 10, 2021
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/10/world/asia/china-child-custody-abductions.html]  [22:  Civil Case (2015)朝民初字第10471号]  [23:  Rauhala, Emily. “Domestic Abue is Thriving in China’s Culture of Silence.” The Washington Post. May 2, 2016. https://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/world/2016/05/02/china-domestic/]  [24:  Rauhala, Emily. “Despite a New Law, China is Failing Survivors of Domestic Violence.” The Washington Post. Feb. 7, 2017. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/despite-a-new-law-china-is-failing-survivors-of-domestic-violence/2017/02/02/ae7948a4-e31f-11e6-a419-eefe8eff0835_story.html] 

Change of Custody can be filed, but usually only evidence of violence on the child can be used to overturn a ruling. Most mothers cannot prove violence if they have no access to their child, and “hittingabuse” is commonly thought of as “discipline” in China. Obstruction of visitation is not enough reason for granting a Change of Custody, so these cases can drag on like a never-ending nightmare, sometimes for almost a decade unresolved.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Civil Case (2021)京0105 民初20266号] 

We suggest the following recommendation:
1.State Party should consider the act of “snatching and hiding” as gender-based violence, and punish these actions harshly.
2. State Party should consider merging custody and domestic violence into one effective clause whereby in instances of proven domestic violence, the other party should not gain custody.
Conclusion
Purple Ribbon mothers have bravely shared their stories publicly to provide overwhelming evidence onof the extent of cruelty of these situations.[footnoteRef:26] Judges often do not take into account the full psychological turmoil these incidents have on children, but they have been documented and analyzed in other countries.[footnoteRef:27] A healthy, happy life for women as mothers should not include worrying about if and when their own child could be “snatched and hidden,” but with very few tangible resources to resolve these issues effectively, the rights of women are continually being infringed upon and exploited in China. When the extent of these cruelties so greatly reduces her enjoyment of life and drives her to want to end her own life, the State Party needs to address these issues seriously and immediately. [26:  Wang, Xiaonan. “The 'Lost' Child: A Mother's Fight for Custody.” CGTN. Last modified June 8, 2021. https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-06-01/The-lost-child-A-mother-s-fight-for-custody-10JT8k4BnfG/index.html
]  [27: ] 





Suggested qQuestions for CEDAW the Committee to raise during the CEDAW Review
1. How are mothers being protected in cases of divorce so that she does not have to live with the paranoia that her child can be “snatched and hidden” at any point, under any circumstance, without any effective recourses in place?
2. How can women be prevented from being reduced to the role of a surrogate in China when surrogacy is illegal, but “snatching and hiding” have very little repercussions?
3. How can women who have been victims of domestic abuse still lose custody due to laws that are supposed to protect women and children, but the fathers are only raising the next generation to repeat the cycle?
4. Why are independent and capable women punished for their successes, if men who are intimated by their chances for custody view “snatching and hiding” as their only viable option for custody?
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