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I: ISLAMOPHOBIA IN THE UNITED STATES
II. REPORTING ORGANIZATION

1.
Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute (MCLI) is a national interracial organization of activists, academics, and lawyers using its booklets and display posters in human rights and peace law training sessions since 1965, and listening to people’s problems, filing complaints, and making reports based on the U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, and treaties ratified and signed by the U.S. 

III. INTRODUCTION AND ISSUE SUMMARY


2.
In reference to the 2008 Concluding Observation of the CERD Committee, paragraphs 10, 11, 13, and 14, the United States has consistently failed to address the discrimination that Arabs, Muslims and South Asians have been facing in the United States. 
IV. THE PROBLEM 
3.
In August 28, 2013, an Associated Press article entitled “NYPD Designates Mosques as Terrorism Organizations,” stated that the New York City Police Department has been spying on mosques and their attendees and labeling them “terrorist centers.”
 This has been the case for many Muslim Americans, Arabs and South Asian who have been singled out on the basis of their religion and ethnic origin and are subject to racial and ethnic discrimination based on assumed affiliation with Islam.

4.
Such behavior violates freedom of religion in the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and ICERD Articles 1.1, 1.2, 4.1, 7.2, and 7.3. This type of governmental behavior has unnecessarily fomented fear between the Muslim and surrounding communities and has created an Islamophobic environment in the United States.
 A national survey conducted by Gallup Poll in 2011 found that 48% percent of Muslim Americans are most likely to say they have personally experienced racial or religious discrimination in the past year.
 In the same survey, Gallup Poll found that 4 in 10 people of any major religious group in the U.S. say that Americans are prejudiced against Muslims.
 Additionally, according to a study released by Ohio State University, in the wake of the killing of Osama bin Laden; anti-Muslim sentiment actually rose in the United States. More Americans believed that Muslims living in the U.S. “increased the likelihood of terrorist attack (27% vs. 34%) and make America a more dangerous place to live (17% vs. 25%).”

5.
Such anti-Muslim sentiment has also been instrumental in promoting anti-Islam legislation. In 2012, two Reauthorization Acts of the Department of Homeland Security contained language that focused on Muslims in the United States for greater scrutiny concerning the threat of extremism in the United States.
 The goal of the bills is to “counter homegrown violent Islamist Extremism.” Section 213 of the Department of Homeland Security Reauthorization Act of 2011 states that “The Secretary [of Homeland Security] shall designate an official of the Department [of Homeland Security] to coordinate efforts to counter violent extremism in the United States, particularly the ideology that gives rise to Islamist Terrorism…”
 At a 2011 hearing concerning the civil rights of U.S. Muslims, U.S. Assistant Attorney General Thomas Perez stated that the Civil Rights Division’s use of the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA) “protects individuals, places of worship, and other religious institutions from religious discrimination and unjustifiable burdens on religious exercises.” 

6.
This law is constantly being violated in New York, Illinois, Texas, Virginia, as well in California.
 In an interview, Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi said that, in 2012, Bab-ul-Ilm Islamic Center in Los Angeles, California was infiltrated by Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) agents, who accused the head Imam and other founding members of the mosque of misdirecting funds to support criminal activities abroad.
 The Center is headed by Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi, who is responsible for raising charity funds that aid suffering Muslim communities abroad, especially in the Gilgit-Baltistan region of Northern Pakistan. The funds are donated to orphaned children and women who are widowed as a result of the massacres that have occurred against the Shia Muslims of the region.

7.
In February 2012, the homes of Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi, Salman Mehdi and Ali Mirza were raided by the LAPD. Particular focus was on the house of Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi and his family since he was the leader of the mosque. All electronics, passports, medical documents, tax reports, and money were confiscated although no criminal charges have been filed against him. He says that he is constantly under police surveillance in California and in other locations such as Texas, where he was handcuffed and detained for three hours without being informed of any criminal charge. He states that he has been detained without reason or charge, and he currently lives as if he is under house arrest. 
8.
Syed Fazil Mosavi states that he has a heart condition and is taking medication for preliminary Parkinson’s disease. He states that his wife has been taking medication for severe depression and that the raid on their home only worsened their conditions because they live in constant fear.

V. SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMITTEE ACTION
9.
We recommend that the CERD Committee consider urging the United States to: 

1) Publicize the text of the treaty nationally and locally, especially in Illinois, New York, Texas, Virginia, and California. 
2) Obtain periodic reports from every state.
3) Amend the Homeland Security Act to delete the Islamophobic language and instead read, “to counter violence by individuals and government agents.”

4) Investigate and prosecute all government officials and organizations that are complicit in perpetuating racial discrimination and to have unlawfully taken property returned.

5) Prepare new material on the treaty for new training sessions of law enforcement personnel, with members of the mosque community as training leaders in some sessions.
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� 	Sayedah Tayeeba Mosavi, the author of this report, is also citing personal experiences. Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi is her father, so the information from the interview is information from her father.


� 	The information regarding the donation of funds was reported by Fazil Hussain Mosavi. The information about the massacres in Pakistan was reported from the following source: Mustafa Qadri. “Pakistan is in denial over spreading sectarian violence.” The Guardian; April 19, 2012. http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/apr/19/pakistan-sectarian-violence.	


� 	All of the information in this paragraph was retrieved from the same personal interview with the author’s father, Syed Fazil Hussain Mosavi.
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