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I. Introduction

PCS was established in May 2005 (in Palestine) after signing a memorandum of understanding with member NGOs to enhance cooperation among civil society organizations. Afterward, it expanded its scope of work, focusing on humanitarian issues, to improve the quality of life of persons living with disabilities, children, women, and youth. Currently, PCS is a lead human rights organization that monitors, documents, and follow-ups on violations of human rights. It established the first Complaint Unit in the Palestinian Territory that aims at finding effective solutions and ending the suffering of less privileged individuals.
II. Brief analysis

Israel, as occupying power in the Palestinian territory, is obliged to protect the rights of persons with disabilities under its international obligations including by Geneva Conventions, all human rights treaties that Israel acceded including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. However, Israel discriminates between its citizens and those under occupation. Therefore, Israel in its current and previous reports to CRPD Committee, ignores its international obligations towards persons with disabilities in the Palestinian territory subject to its occupation. It also denies the rights of Palestinian prisoners with disabilities who are  moved from the occupied Territories to inside  to Israel in a way that violates Geneva Conventions, especially Article (49) of the Fourth  Geneva Convention. In this context, Israel prohibits the Palestinian Prisoners from receiving allocations from the Palestinian government under the pretext of counter-terrorism. Under the military order No. 5780/2020 amending Military Order No. (67) on 8/2/2020, Israel according to the Military order will confiscates the salaries of the Palestinian prisoners from Palestinian banks contradicts the text Article (61) of the Third Geneva Convention regarding prisoners and Article (98) of the Fourth Geneva Convention regarding subsidies from their country. Moreover, this contradicts the Oslo Accords that prevents the issuance of new military orders except with the agreement of the Palestinian and Israeli parties, under Article (6) of the Cairo Agreement signed in the year 1995, paragraph (r). The article provides that "Laws and military orders applicable in the Gaza Strip or Jericho area before the signing of this agreement remain in effect unless they are modified or revoked under this agreement. The Declaration of Principles signed in Washington in 1993 also states in the article (6) regarding military laws and orders that: a- The council will be authorized to legislate under the transitional agreement in all the powers transferred to it. b- The two parties will jointly review the laws and military orders in effect in the remaining fields.

Accordingly, the military order issued violates the Oslo agreements and their interim agreements, and Palestinian prisoners with disabilities must not be deprived from  the benefits received from their government. Regarding the application of the Declaration of Principles, the Taba Agreement stated clearly that in areas not subject to the Palestinian geographical jurisdiction, according to the article (17) paragraph (w): a- Israel, through military rule, will have authority over areas not under territorial jurisdiction. B- To this end, the Israeli military government will maintain the necessary legislative, executive, and judicial powers and responsibilities based on international law. This text will not detract from the application of Israeli legislation to Israelis in court cases.

The agreement clearly states that when Israel must abide by international law when exercising its powers in the areas that remain under its jurisdiction. Unfortunately,, Israel  did not fulfil its obligations towards the persons with disabilities in the areas that remained under its jurisdiction as in the Jordan  valley and other areas. Accordingly, we will review many issues related to the states of emergency and the right to life, education, and health in the occupied areas. Our questions focused on these rights and what are the practices and procedures carried out by the occupation.

Our contribution aims to focus on a set of issues and rights of persons with disabilities  stated in the Convention of persons with disabilities , which Israel disregards, such as the right to life, education, health, and their rights as prisoners by the occupying power  pursuant to the  international humanitarian law. We are ready for any clarification required by the committee to reinforce information under the standards of work of the committee and the rules of international law.

A. Purpose and general obligations (arts. 1–4)

	The right to life:

Israel carries out grave violations related to the right to life of persons with disabilities. During 2015, it killed 48 persons with disabilities in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. For instance:

The martyr Iyad Khairi Rouhi Al-Hallaq (born in 1988 in Wadi Al-Joz, Jerusalem) was killed on 30 May 2020 in Bab Al-Asbat, Jerusalem.

On May 30, 2020, Al-Hallaq and his mentor, Warda, were walking to Al-Bakriya School for Special Education in Old Jerusalem when they approached a police checkpoint near the door of the Lions' Gate. Al-Hallaq used to walk daily from his home, in the old Jerusalem neighborhood of Wadi Al-Joz, to the school since 2014. On his way, he was carrying a garbage bag for disposal in a garbage room near the Lions' Gate on which a police checkpoint was located. The police officers started to suspect him when he put his hand in his pocket to reach his mobile phone. The officers started screaming, but Al-Hallaq did not understand their orders to stop. Then, He ran and escaped to the garbage room. His mentor tried to tell them that he was disabled and his ID would prove that, but the three officers kept a distance and opened fire. In an issued statement, the Israeli police said that the officers suspected him when they spotted something resembling a weapon.  When he did not obey their orders, they chased him. A local TV station reported that he was chased in a dead-end alley, and the senior officer ordered a ceasefire after entering the alley. The other officer ignored the orders and shot him dead with around six or seven shots from the M16 rifle. When he was searched after his death, They found out he had no weapon. 

Suggested questions: Did Israel set up impartial investigation  into the killing of Iyad al-Hallaq? If yes, did the investigation committee publish its findings and hold the perpetrator accountable? Was the family of the martyr Iyad al-Hallaq compensated? What measures should be taken in such incidents to ensure that persons with disabilities are not subjected to cold-blooded killing? What instructions are given in this regard to members of the army, police, border guards, and law enforcement? When will the perpetrators of crimes against persons with disabilities who are soldiers of the occupation be tried and held accountable in the local legislation, military orders, laws, and instructions? Has Israel enacted new legislation to protect persons with disabilities including in Palestine? How would these legislations and the guarantees be?
In the Gaza Strip, 42 persons with disabilities were killed in 2015. The year 2017 witnessed the martyrdom of many, including Ibrahim Nayef Ibrahim Abu Thuraya (29 years old). Abu Thuraya was unarmed and about 50 meters away from the border fence. He was killed immediately with a bullet in his forehead fired by   an Israeli soldier i at exactly 1 pm on a Friday, 8 May 2017. The location of the  bullet  indicates that he was deliberately sniped by the occupation soldiers. Besides, both of his legs were amputated as a result of the indiscriminate shelling of the Israeli planes on the homes of the citizens in the summer of 2014.

Suggested questions: What did Israel do? Has an impartial committee formed from outside the army? Was the investigation published? What about compensating his family and trying the soldier who killed him without any reason? At the end of 2018, Muhammad Habali was killed in Tulkarem while the occupation forces stormed the city at night. A video of his death is attached: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjfzPgVtzwM
Suggested questions:  Did he constitute  a danger to the life of one of the soldiers? What did Israel do regarding the incident of Muhammad's martyrdom? Did  Israel  form an impartial investigation ? Or a committee has been formed to examine the accident without any results? What about compensating his family? What about any legislation or instructions for the occupying forces to deal with persons with disabilities?



Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (art. 11)

	The report submitted by Israel on the implementation of this article only reflects the procedures adopted in Israel but not in the occupied  Palestinian Territories  , However, Israel must fulfil procedures and practical measures to protect persons with disabilities in accordance to its international obligations and to Oslo Agreement  During the past years, Israel waged three wars in the Strip causing death and injury of many persons with disabilities. Moreover, the wars have led to an increase in the numbers of persons with disabilities according to the report of the State of Palestine, which was handed over to the Committee this year. Pages 27 and 28 state the increase in these numbers due to the failure of Israel to take any measures in this regard.
Suggested questions: Did Israel provide  this pursuant its obligations  under international humanitarian law? Has Israel harmonized its legislation with its obligations under this Article and the four Geneva Conventions? Especially those lands that Israel controls by its occupation? Did they spread this information to the soldiers and trained them? Did they publish this information to the occupied Palestinian population?


Liberty and security of the person (art. 14)

	Contrary to the Oslo Accords and Geneva Conventions, Israel captures illegally Palestinians Prisoners within its borders i. Moreover, it does not treat those  suffering illnesses neither at its expense, nor at  the expense of the prisoners or their relatives, nor at the expense of the Palestinian Prisoners Authority. According to the report issued by the State of Palestine submitted to your committee, 45 prisoners with physical and hearing disabilities were in the Israeli prisons in 2018. We kindly request that you review Appendix V of the report of the State of Palestine submitted to your committee regarding the implementation of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Suggested questions: Did Israel provide the obligations stipulated in the provision of this article for Palestinian prisoners within its borders, including medical aids, medical mattresses, and bathrooms compatible with the needs of people with physical disabilities? Does it provide them with wheelchairs? Does it give them the medical treatment, the required medicines, and the needed surgeries? Did Israel provide hospital beds?

- Name: Azmi Al-Nafaa               - Place and Date of Birth: Jenin, 21/2/1994

- Sentence: 20                                - Prison: Jalbou

The injured prisoner Al-Nafaa was a student in the Faculty of Law at An-Najah National University. He was injured at the Hawara checkpoint by the Israeli forces on 24/11/2015, claiming he was intended to carry out the operation.

- He was shot with a bullet, which led to destroying his upper jaw, upper teeth, and part of the gum and its bones. Azmi also suffers from electric overloads and difficulty swallowing and digesting. He also has an injury on his right hand, and his medical condition harms his psychological well-being.
- Status of his treatment process: Azmi has been claiming a surgery  for his upper jaw since 2015. He asked many doctors in prisons for their help and support. So far, he is still fighting for his right to Health unsuccessfully due to the delay of the response of the administration of Jlbou prison and the cooperation of doctors with the prison administration. His father stated that his medical reports describe his case precisely. However, other medical reports written by other Israeli doctors, cooperating with the prison administration, deny his need for the  surgery.

- Problems that he suffers from:

1. His essential need for treatment and the willingness of parents to treat him at their own expense.

2. Azmi needs psychological support.

3. High sentence and failure to take into account his disability, injury, and need for special meals.

Suggested questions: Why does Israel refuse to do the  surgery and does not allow a private doctor at the expense of the family to perform the surgery? Why does Israel  refuse to let him do the  surgery? Why it does not allow his private doctor to visit him to see his conditions? Why does his family have to prepare for his  treatment at its expense,  though the  that international and Israeli law impose the treatment of prisoners at the expense of the occupying Power? Why is this delay in his treatment and ending his suffering with disability? Why does  not the Prison Administration not provide adequate food for this prisoner?

Prisoner Muhammad Barash, from Al-Amari camp in the southwest of Ramallah, has been sentenced to life imprisonment since 2003. His lawyer, Mr. Fawaz Shaloudi, conducted a visit during the Corona pandemic and stated that: "Barash suffers from amputation in the left foot, lack of vision, and a rapid heart rate. Brash also suffers from severe ulcers in the ear preventing him from hearing, high cholesterol, and problems in the urinary tract." His medical case is considered one of the most complicated in the occupation prisons.

Suggested questions: Why does Israel leave this prisoner without any real treatment or provide a date for his release? Why does Israel refuse to provide him with permanent treatment? Why does Israel force the Palestinian government and his family to treat him at their expense?




Education (art. 24)

	Under Oslo Accords, Israel is obligated to administer Areas (C). However, it abuses its powers to hinder the right to education by closing the areas for military purposes. Hence, it prevents students from reaching their schools.
Israel also attacks schools, closes them, and in certain cases, prevents teachers from entering them, affecting the rights of persons with disabilities. The complaint Unit has documented many complaints regarding the right to education of persons with disabilities in the Aqaba and the northern Jordan Valley. In these areas, the occupation prevents them from reaching their schools or even enrolling in education because there are no schools in the area. At the same time, Israel refuses to issue building permits for schools there and bands the Palestinian government and international actors from building the schools contravening the Oslo Accords and Israel's obligations under international law. Where in the Jordan Valley, which makes up 30% of the West Bank, there is only a school that serves 60,000 Palestinians. Moreover, Israel demolished a number of schools in the Jordan Valley.

Among the children with disabilities who were deprived of education or affected by these procedures: (1) Jana Sedky Sobeih (2) Abdel-Hay Sedky Sbeih (3) Hanan Fayez Sobeih (4) Uday Dhaif Allah Zawahra (5) Omar Jaber Najeh Jaber (6) Omar Khattab Abdel Karim.
Suggested questions: What has Israel done regarding providing education for persons with disabilities in Area C? What has Israel done regarding providing education for persons with disabilities in Area C? Why does Israel prevent building schools in these areas? Why did it prevent people with disabilities from reaching remote schools? Why does Israel prevent teachers from reaching schools spread in remote areas? Why does the Occupying Power prohibit the purchase of buses for students with disabilities?


Health (art. 25)

	Israel  did  not built hospitals in the areas under its administration in the West Bank (Area C and East Jerusalem). Moreover, It has not granted building permits in Area (C) where 60 thousand Palestinian citizens live under occupation. People with disabilities suffer from widespread disruption of supplies of medical equipment and medicine due to the closures carried out by the occupation army in the Jordan Valley. Also, there medical staff is not able to reach severe persons with disability, especially mental disabilities, as a result of closures and checkpoints. Furthermore, the occupation army restricts the movement of persons with physical disabilities and their parents when moving to the cities to receive physical and occupational therapy sessions.

PCS has documented a number of violations against persons with disabilities, among them: (1) Roa Mowaffaq Saleh Dibak (2) Mayar Jihad Hassan Sobeih (3) Zaid Abdel Dayem Gharib (4) Kayed Abdullah Sobeih (5) Saif Amin Dabak (6) Nisreen Fayyad Dabak.

Suggested questions: Why does the occupation ignore the necessary needs for these people with disabilities? Why does it refuse to provide the necessary treatment, medicines, and assisting  devices? Why does Israel ignore the implementation of its international commitments? Why can't civil society institutions work in those and provide health, treatment, and psychological services to children with disabilities? does Israel deny its obligations to the right to health of persons with disabilities, especially children?
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