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Opening statement by Minister for Social Services Camilla Waltersson Grönvall, Government of Sweden, at the thirtieth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Ms Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee, dear NGO representatives, ladies and gentlemen, 

My name is Camilla Waltersson Grönvall and I am the Minister for Social Services in Sweden, with responsibility for disability policy. I am delighted to be here with you today. 

On behalf of the Swedish Government, I want to thank the members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for your continuous efforts to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities around the world. Sweden remains firmly committed to the respect of international law, and to fulfilling its international human rights obligations.

I would also like to thank the civil society organisations for your commitment and your supplementary reports. Your expertise is highly valuable, both for this dialogue and for the Government’s work. 

I am also happy that the Swedish Institute for Human Rights is with us today. The Institute plays an important role in strengthening Sweden’s capacity to safeguard human rights. I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for the report that you have shared with us and the Committee. 

Sweden recognises the essential role that accountability mechanisms such as this Committee and supplementary reports play in a vibrant democracy. Ensuring full and equal participation for all is essential for building a sustainable, inclusive and rich society. All women, men, girls, and boys need to be given a genuine chance to thrive in life. 

Against this backdrop, the importance of ensuring and promoting the full realisation of all human rights for persons with disabilities as stated in the CRPD cannot be overstated. I am very proud to represent the Swedish Government here today and to assure you of our commitment to carry this work forward.
Disability policy is a cross-cutting issue that should be considered in all areas of society. While the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs is the focal point for disability policy in Sweden, other ministries also have an explicit responsibility for implementing disability policy in their respective policy areas. 
Today, I am joined by representatives of several ministries involved in implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The broad composition of the delegation reflects the commitment to the Convention and to the rights of persons with disabilities in all areas of government. 

****

Mr/Ms Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee,

The Swedish national objective for disability policy is based on the CRPD, and it sets out to achieve equal living conditions and full participation for persons with disabilities in a society based on diversity. Sweden should also be a country where gender equality applies equally for all. Therefore, the objective for disability policy should contribute to gender equality and consideration of the perspective of the rights of the child.

To achieve the national objective, the implementation of disability policy targets four areas:

· the principle of universal design;
· shortcomings in terms of accessibility;
· individual support and solutions for individual support; and
· preventing and countering discrimination.

I believe that systematic monitoring is key for a successful implementation. In September of 2021, the Swedish Government adopted a new strategy for systematic follow-up of the national objective for the period 2021 to 2031. 

The strategy marks the beginning of an effort to improve the monitoring of disability policy through more systematic follow-up. A more reliable knowledge base is needed for us to be able to take appropriate measures, as well as for the development of action plans. This is also in line with Article 31 of the CRPD, on statistics and data collection.

The strategy identifies 12 priority areas for Swedish disability policy. For each priority area, a number of government agencies have been tasked with following up developments in their respective areas. The Swedish Agency for Participation has a special mandate to provide support and guidance to the government agencies in their monitoring and implementation of the national objective.

This does not mean that other agencies are left without responsibility. Rather, all government agencies have an explicit responsibility in the fulfilment of disability policy, as regulated in the Ordinance on the Responsibility of Government Agencies for the Implementation of Disability Policy. One central aim of the strategy is to emphasise that each sector in society should take responsibility for their parts.

The information gathered through the strategy will play an important role as the Government develops a national action plan on disability policy. As stated in the strategy, such an action plan should be presented in 2026. 

I would like to emphasise that this does not mean that the Government will wait until 2026 to take any measures. The Government has taken several measures and will continue to support the effective implementation of the Convention through various initiatives.      

****

Mr/Ms Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee,

I am convinced that we cannot develop inclusive and sustainable societies without including different perspectives. To closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities through their representative organisations in matters that affect them is key for effective and accurate disability policy, as well as for successful implementation and response.

Since I became Minister for Social Services, I have had the opportunity to consult with representatives from Swedish disability organisations on numerous occasions. 

I am very happy about my regular meetings with the Disability Delegation. Since 2001, the Disability Delegation has been the Government’s national coordinating body for deliberations and mutual information between the Government and disability organisations on issues of particular interest to persons with disabilities. The delegation meets three to four times per year, and the issues discussed are prepared by the delegation’s secretary in close cooperation with the organisations.

Furthermore, government agencies carry out consultations with disability organisations and other relevant actors. Consultations are part of their annual reporting within the framework of our national disability strategy. 

Another essential part of successful implementation of disability policy is making sure that responsible actors throughout the country are doing their part. The Swedish social model is largely based on municipalities and regions having responsibility for welfare and for participation in the local community. The way that municipalities and regions implement disability policy therefore has a significant impact on our chances of achieving the national objective. We know that implementation often differs across the country, sometimes leading to undesirable inequalities. 

The Government has therefore taskedthe Swedish Agency for Participation and the county administrative boards with providing support to the regions and municipalities in implementing their disability policy strategies and plans. 

Support is provided in terms of skills transfer, development of monitoring systems, statistics on disabilities and application of the principle of universal design. This support has been offered to municipalities and regions since 2018. 

****

Since Sweden’s previous dialogue in 2014, there have been many developments in Swedish disability policy. Your recommendations have worked as useful support and guidance in these efforts. I would like to draw your attention to some of these developments.

As you are all well aware, our societies have had to face significant challenges in recent years. This is not least due to the many developments making our world a less safe place, such as Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. We know that persons with disabilities often face a higher risk in crisis, and it is therefore important to consider their different needs when developing protection and support systems. 

This is why the Government highlighted crisis preparedness as one of the 12 prioritised areas in the national disability strategy. 

One thing that we have learnt is that in times of crisis, providing adapted accessible information to all is absolutely essential. In the last few years, the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency has worked continuously for a more accessible emergency response. For example, the Agency has improved its website to make information accessible for all, and has developed guidelines for accessible information in emergencies. 

Of course, we had the opportunity to practise our emergency response during the COVID-19 pandemic. We know that many of the consequences of the pandemic hit persons with disabilities harder, and that this was largely due to flaws in our system. 

As the situation was new, gathering information became a crucial part of the work of Government’s and government agencies’ to understand what was working and what was not. As a result, a number of tasks were given to different governmental agencies. 

For example, the National Board of Health and Welfare was tasked by the Government to map the pandemic’s consequences for persons with disabilities’ access and participation in services according to the Act Concerning Support and Service for Persons with Certain Functional Impairments. Furthermore, The Swedish Agency for Participation was tasked with mapping the particular challenges and consequences of the pandemic for children and young people with disabilities. 

Of course, meetings with the Swedish disability movement also provided an indispensable source of knowledge for both the Government and responsible government agencies. 

****

We had already seen an increasing trend in mental health problems before the pandemic. This trend cuts through society and affects people of all ages and backgrounds, but we know that some persons with disabilities are particularly exposed. The Government is currently working on a new national strategy for mental health and suicide prevention, which will include a clear disability perspective.

We also know that children and young people, especially girls, demonstrate higher levels of mental health problems. The Government recently initiated an official government report on strengthened school-based health care services. 

In recent years, changes have been made regarding children in societal care. For example, the Government has tasked the National Board of Institutional Care with decreasing the number of seclusions. I know that this is an area where Sweden has received recommendations from the Committee in the past, and I am fully aware of the challenges that still lay ahead. 

About a month ago, the Government initiated an official government report on how to reform national care for children and young people. The report, which should be presented in 2025, is expected to include proposals on how to ensure that violence, abuse and sexual violence are prevented. The report should also include proposals on how to ensure that forced measures that do not have legislative support are prevented. 
As I mentioned at the beginning, one target area for the implementation of the national objective for disability policy in Sweden is individual support and solutions for individual support. 

I am proud of the Swedish Act concerning Support and Service for Persons with Certain Functional Impairments, which has been in place since 1994. It targets people with great needs and severe difficulties as a consequence of their disabilities, and it aims to ensure self-determination, independence and full participation. 

The Act is an important milestone in the history of Swedish disability policy, but its implementation has changed over the years, leading to fewer favourable decisions for persons with disabilities and to concerning local variations. Furthermore, we know that fewer women than men have been granted support in accordance to the Act. In the last few years, the Government has initiated several reforms with the aim of strengthening the right to personal assistance. 

For example, a reform came into place in January last year. This reform generally increases children’s right to personal assistance and strengthens the right to personal assistance for persons with psychosocial disabilities and serious medical conditions. 

Early and preliminary data indicate that we have not yet reached the desired results, and the Government continues to carefully monitor developments. 

****
I would like to conclude by once again emphasising Sweden’s continued commitment to work for the full realisation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

I look forward to two days of informative and constructive dialogue with the experts of the Committee. Your observations and recommendations will be very valuable for our work going forward. 

Thank you for your attention.
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