Annex 10
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1.	The various kinds of child care services included Child Care Centre (CCC), occasional child care service (OCCS), extended hours service (EHS), Mutual Help Child Care Centre (MHCCC) and Neighbourhood Support Child Care Project (NSCCP).  Since the previous report, there have been continuous enhancement and         re-engineering of child care services to better meet the service demands as outlined below. 
2.	The Government commissioned a Consultancy Study on the Long-term Development of Child Care Services in December 2016.  The study was completed in 2018 and put forward short-term and long-term recommendations to improve the quality and quantity of child care services in Hong Kong.  The Government, after making reference to the major recommendations, put forth a series of measures to enhance the long-term development of child care service since 2019-20 including formulated a population-based planning ratio for CCC places and enhanced the manning ratio of qualified child care workers in CCCs beyond the minimum statutory requirement.  
3.	There were 34 383 CCC places in total by the end of 2019.  Standalone CCCs and KG-cum-CCCs provided 3 417 and 30 966 places respectively (also see Table 12 of Statistical Annex).  OCCS (for parents who cannot take care of their children occasionally) and EHS (for parents who need day care services outside normal operating hours) continued to be available at some of these centres. 
4.	Besides, there are child care services operated in a flexible mode and hours.  The NSCCP was regularised and extended to all the 18 districts in 2011.  The service of NSCCP was enhanced in 2014 and 2020.  Measures included, among others, extending the age limit of children receiving the service from aged under six to aged under nine, providing additional home-based child care places, and strengthening the training of home-based child carers.

5.	On top of child care services funded by the Government, there are MHCCCs, which are set up by non-profit-making local organisations, women’s associations, church groups, etc. to provide care for not more than 14 children aged below three (may extend to children aged below six on a need basis).  The service aims at promoting mutual help on child care within the neighbourhood.  Volunteers are recruited to look after the children.  To further meet the child care needs in the community, the Government has completed a feasibility study in 2020 on the provision of after school care service for children aged three to six in suitable welfare facilities with a proposed way forward of revamping MHCCCs to provide after school care service for pre-primary children.  SWD will re-engineer the 19 MHCCCs in phases from 2021-22 to provide after-school care service through additional provision of social workers and supporting staff.
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