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CSO INFORMATION NOTE
Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)
CED is the body of independent experts which monitors the implementation of the Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearance by the States parties. It consists of 10 members, serving in their personal capacity. For the details about the current membership of the Committee, please see:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/Membership.aspx
19th session (7-25 September 2020)
In view of the extension of precautionary measures adopted to face the pandemic of Covid-19, the Committee will hold its 19th session online, from 7 to 25th September 2020. The public meetings of the Committee will be webcast at the following link: http://webtv.un.org/ 
The provisional programme of work has been adapted to take into account the extraordinary prevailing circumstances, and can be consulted at the following link:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=2420&Lang=en 
Venue of the session
The 19th session of CED will take place online.
States parties to be examined (dialogue with the State party and adoption of Concluding Observations on initial report or on Additional Information)
CED will examine the report on additional information of Iraq.  
The examination of the reports and situation of the following States parties have been postponed to 2021 (to be confirmed depending on the evolution of the situation): Switzerland, Mongolia, and Colombia (additional information).
Adoption of lists of issues

CED will adopt lists of issues on the following States parties: Greece, Czechia and Niger, and a list of issues in the absence of a report on Mali.
Documentation

The reports of the States parties, the provisional agenda (CED/C/19/1) and other documents pertaining to the session can be consulted at the following link:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=2420&Lang=en
Observations on additional information
By definition, there is no fixed periodicity of the reporting procedure of the Committee. In accordance with article 29(4), the request for additional information is only made if and when the Committee deems it necessary, depending on the level of implementation of the Committee’s recommendations and conventional obligations by the State party, and on the evolution of the situation related to enforced disappearance in the country. 
In the dialogue with Iraq, the Committee will focus on a limited list of themes. Other points not addressed on this occasion will be considered in the next phases of the procedure under article 29(4).

Following the consideration of the additional information provided by Iraq during the 19th session, CED will adopt Observations on Additional Information that provide guidance to the authorities of the State party to implement its obligations under the Convention. 

The Observations on Additional Information are adopted in closed meetings. They are then shared with the State concerned and posted on the CED webpage under the relevant country and session.
Lists of issues and lists of issues in the absence of a report
Lists of issues are adopted by the Committee for States that have submitted a report. They transmit to the State the Committee’s questions about the information provided in the report. 

Lists of issues in the absence of a report are adopted by the Committee for States that have not submitted their report despite various reminders, and are therefore going to be examined in the absence of a report. 
In both cases, the lists of issues bring the Committee’s questions to the attention of the State party. Upon adoption, they are transmitted to the State party concerned, which is then invited to provide written replies by a deadline determined by the Committee. The lists of issues, lists of issues in the absence of a report, and the States parties’ replies are posted in due course on the CED webpage under the relevant country and session.
Civil society participation
CED highly welcomes and encourages the participation of international, regional, national and local civil society organizations in its work. 

Such participation can be done through written information and participation in the sessions.
I. Written submissions: 
(i) Content of written submissions: 

- The information/reports should be as specific, reliable and objective as possible, and be drafted in non-abusive language. 
- Reports that follow the same form of presentation as the reports submitted by the State party are particularly welcome. The information must be relevant to the Committee’s mandate and the examination of the State party's report. 
- The information should not contain names of victims except if related to cases of large public knowledge, or if the organization submitting the report counts with the consent of the victims (the persons who were disappeared but were located, or their family or relatives), and can demonstrate such consent.  

- All submissions should be made in English, French or Spanish. As most CED members use English as their working language, documents submitted in French and Spanish should, to the extent possible, be translated into English. Please note that the UN Secretariat does not translate documents submitted by civil society stakeholders.

- All documents must be submitted electronically to the Secretariat of the Committee at the following email address: ced@ohchr.org
- The submission must specify the name of the organization that presents it, as anonymous information is not accepted.
- Please indicate in the subject matter of your email the country to which the submission refers to, and the session number (19th session).
- In principle, all submitted information will be posted on the Committee’s webpage as public. If you wish your report to be kept confidential, please specify it clearly in your message of submission.
(ii) Deadlines and format of written submissions:
When to submit written documents for the 19th session?
- For Greece, Czechia, Niger and Mali (States with regard to which the Committee will adopt lists of issues or lists of issues in the absence of a report): deadline (7 January 2020) is over.
- For Iraq: deadline (24 August 2020) is over.

- For Colombia, Mongolia and Switzerland (States for which the examination of reports has been postponed):  a new deadline will be provided as soon as possible. 
How to submit your contributions?

CED is a “papersmart” Committee, and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights does not print submitted documents. We therefore encourage that, to the extent possible, you make all submissions in electronic format only, addressing an email at the following addresses:  

· ced@ohchr.org (generic email address of CED Secretariat)
· aprophette@ohchr.org (Secretary of CED)
If you still need to submit printed documents, you should send them to the postal address:
Committee on Enforced Disappearances Secretariat

8-14 Avenue de la Paix

CH 1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland
II. Participation in the session: 
- Civil society representatives are encouraged to participate in CED sessions. They can attend public meetings as observers. However, they will only be able to address the Committee during private meetings planned to this effect (and not during the public meetings with the State delegation). 

- During the 19th session, a private meeting will be held online with CSOs and victims. 
-For additional information in that regard, please contact the CED Secretariat by 2 September 2020, CoB (ced@ohchr.org and aprophette@ohchr.org).
III. Accreditation
- Representatives of civil society wishing to attend the session must register online at Indico at the following link: 
https://indico.un.org/event/20255/
- Please follow the instructions for registration. Kindly ensure that you register well in advance. For the 19th session, the registrations will be open from 1 May 2020 to 2 September 2020. These deadlines have to be respected so that you are provided with access to the platform on time. 
