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Mister Chair, 
Distinguished members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour to welcome you to the thirtieth session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and to pay tribute to the important work of the Committee.
Just over the past two weeks, this Committee has registered urgent actions related to the disappearance of a 30-year-old woman with her two children aged 3 years and 6 months. It has also addressed the case of a 91-year-old man, whose disappearance closely followed the disappearance of one of his sons, apparently to repress the political involvement of one of their relatives. The Committee is also dealing with hundreds of cases of family members and friends of all ages and profiles. All are victims of alleged enforced disappearances, either reportedly committed by State agents, or by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the State. Sometimes, the individuals concerned seem to have been targeted because of their ideas or activities. At other times, the reason for their disappearance seems to have been due to being in the wrong place, at the wrong time. Each case registered reflects an ordeal affecting whole families. The Urgent Actions procedure clearly demonstrates that enforced disappearances remain a daily reality worldwide. It is a key way by which the United Nations supports the victims, recalls the obligations of States to take concrete action to search for and locate disappeared people, and also tracks cases and makes them visible to the world.	Comment by Wan Hea Lee: This sentence is incomplete.
Unfortunately, this work continues to be done with very limited resources and it appears that this situation will not change in the foreseeable future. 
We are aware that the level of support is not commensurate with the need. In 2025, the Committee registered a total of 260 new Urgent Actions, and sent 149 follow-up communications in relation to 620 registered Urgent Actions. In all, as of today, the Committee has registered 2239 urgent actions, including 29 since last January. As much as the Committee is buckling under the weight of this work, I believe that in the larger context of enforced disappearances around the world, it is safe to say that this is likely to be a small fraction of the cases that could potentially be submitted to the Committee, as the Committee itself has always stressed.
.Twenty years since the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearances, this heinous crime continues to occur in all regions, often in new and evolving contexts, making the full implementation of the Convention an absolute priority. 

That said, we must appreciate the strong impact of the Urgent Actions procedure : since it became operational in 2012, 546 cases have been closed following the location of the disappeared person, 427 of whom were located alive. There is no better tribute to this Committee and evidence of the significance of its work. 
Mister Chair, 
Distinguished members 
As you are well aware, this year marks the 20th anniversary of the Convention. It is the only universal treaty specifically dedicated to preventing and eradicating enforced disappearances, placing victims’ rights to truth, justice and reparation at its core. 
Unfortunately, this anniversary takes place in a context of growing precariousness of human rights across the globe which, by the same token, makes the anniversary all the more timely and relevant. 
At the same time, the treaty bodies are facing unprecedented constraints not seen since their creation. In 2025, more than 30 percent of meeting time was lost due to the financial crisis, which caused a serious drop in the work that could be undertaken. This year, we expect the resource situation to remain extremely challenging, with further cuts to both post and non-post resources. This means less work that can be undertaken and, most regrettably, less impact for the people we serve, the right-holders.
The cuts in allocated funds came at a time of continued decreases in the submission of State Party reports to almost all the treaty bodies and a commensurate decrease in their meeting time entitlement under GA resolution 68/268. The Committee on Enforced Disappearances is a rare exception to this trend, as the number of reports and additional information it has been receiving is actually on the rise, resulting in a higher meeting time entitlement last year, although it did not materialize due to the liquidity crisis. 

Unfortunately, the United Nations financial crisis shows no signs of abating. As of today, there is no confirmation of the second sessions this year of any of the treaty bodies. 
We recognise the difficulties this poses not only for members but also for all interlocutors and partners who engage with the Committee, not least States Parties, victims and other civil society actors, national human rights institutions, and others. We will share updates as soon as they become available and appreciate your patience, adaptability and understanding.
The High Commissioner has consistently warned that, if the trend of dwindling resources continues, the system risks reaching a breaking point. He has called for innovative ideas and solutions, including in connection with the UN80 Initiative, and he will continue to engage with the Treaty Bodies, Members States and civil society to advance such proposals. 
Meanwhile, the Office is doing its utmost to support this Committee and other treaty bodies, not least by highlighting, at every opportunity, the direct impact of resource limitations on human rights protection on the ground. 
Mister Chair, 
Distinguished members 
OHCHR is committed to building global partnerships to advance human rights. To advance this goal, the High Commissioner is launching the Global Alliance for Human Rights – a wide-ranging, long-term initiative aimed at putting human rights at the heart of political leadership, public debate and daily life. 
The Global Alliance will bring together governments, civil society, youth, artists, scientists, businesses, philanthropies, and the entire United Nations system to defend human rights, inspire collective action, and strengthen the global human rights ecosystem
We are counting on your support for this transformative initiative. Together, we can ensure that human rights remain the foundation of peace, security and sustainable development. 
The 20th anniversary of the Convention is also an occasion to join forces to raise awareness, share concrete actions, and strengthen protection against enforced disappearances. 
In this respect, it is my great honour to launch today “CED20”, the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances. 
Guided by the slogan “Victims first. Actions now,” this campaign places victims at the centre of all efforts, underscores that enforced disappearances can be prevened and that States and other stakeholders have clear responsibilities and tools to act.
Throughout 2026, CED20 will mobilise all interested partners to raise awareness, share concrete actions, and strengthen protection against enforced disappearances.
We count on the Committee and all those around the world who are committed to eradicating enforced disappearances to make this anniversary significant by promoting the universal ratification of the Convention, its full implementation, and by translating commitments into meaningful action. You can find all the information on the campaign and options to join it on the webpage of the Committee. 
Mr. Chair,
Despite the challenging circumstances of this 30th session, the Committee will press ahead with a heavy programme. It will hold dialogues with Ecuador, Iraq, Malawi and Samoa; adopt lists of issues for Denmark, Cabo Verde and the Republic of Korea; consider lists of priority issues for Kazakhstan and Lithuania; and adopt a periodic report on Urgent Actions. The Committee will continue its deliberations on Mexico under the Article 34 procedure of the Convention. Finally, it will continue to discuss its draft general comment on women, girls and enforced disappearances, as well as its projects on enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression and on enforced disappearances and sexual orientation and gender identity. 
With my best wishes for a successful session, I thank you for your attention. 
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