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Report from Foreningen 2 Foreldre (Joint Custody Association of Norway) to UNCRC  

Foreningen 2 Foreldre (F2F) is a voluntary Norwegian member organization, whose mission is to ensure that children maintain regular contact with parents living separately, in the normal cases, where relations with both parents are in the best interests of the child. F2F have been working towards improving lives and well-being of children of separated parents since 1985.  

F2F is a member of the Norwegian Forum for the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. We stand behind the report of the Norwegian Forum, but have decided to submit a separate, additional report to the UNCRC, to highlight certain challenges for the children of separated parents who ties to Norway. We would like the UNCRC to further address the following topics toward the Norwegian authorities:

1. Suggested questions about hindrance of contact between child and one of the parents

Suggested question:
"How does Norway ensure that children maintain regular contact with both parents when the parents do not live together?"

Justification:
Hindrance of contact between children and one of the parents is a widespread problem in Norway. Up to 46,000 Norwegian children have not seen their visiting parent in a given month, i.e. approximately 15% of children with non-cohabiting parents (reference in hyperlink, unfortunately in Norwegian). The UN Children's Committee pointed in its feedback to Norway in 2010 that "The Committee is, however, concerned that ... children in such cases do not receive help to maintain contact with both parents, when this is in their best interests", without this issue having been properly followed up by Norway.

We are aware that UNCRC have asked questions about this topic in clause 19 (b) in CRC/C/NOR/QPR/7. However, F2F is of the opinion that the Norwegian authorities have not taken this concern very seriously in their answer in clauses 140 and 141 in CRC/C/NOR/7.

[bookmark: _Hlk183974690]F2F suspects that the root cause is that visitation right lacks lawful protection, and that it is not currently possible by any means to enforce mediated agreements on physical custody and visitation rights under the Norwegian Children’s Act. Even court orders on physical custody and visitation rights are normally not enforced, as confirmed by the Norwegian Supreme Court in October this year in clauses (4)-(7) in Supreme Court case HR-2024-1686-A. 

We are also aware that the Norwegian Children’s Ombudsman is reporting to the UNCRC on their concern about children losing contact with one of the parents when maintaining contact with both are in the children’s best interests.

The Norwegian government has sent a proposal for a new Children’s Act for hearing this summer. To F2F’s understanding - from dissemination the hearing note, the Norwegian government has still not proposed adequate measures against hindrance of the visitation right, which have also been criticized by several of the hearing instances. No official time line for the new Children’s Act has been revealed, but we assume that the new Children’s Act will be approved by the Parliament during spring session, ending in June 2025.

Anchoring in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child:
F2F believes that the Norwegian practice in (not) ensuring that children can receive care from both parents is in discord with articles 2, 3, 7, 9 and 18 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.


2. Suggested questions about shared residence/equal parenting

Suggested question:
"How does Norway ensure that children receive equal care from both parents and retain both parents as resources in everyday life, when the parents do not live together?"

Justification:
More than 50% of separated parents agree nowadays on joint legal custody and equal parenting in Norway. The rest end up with permanent residence and sole decision-making authority in major important decisions regarding the children, such as where in the country the child shall live, placed with one parent. Moving over distances with common children limits the children’s regular access to both parents. Modern research generally concludes that there, on group level, is a positive correlation between children’s health and well-being and shared residence with approximately equal living time with two caring parents. Norwegian practice is out of step with this.


Anchoring in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child:
F2F believes that the Norwegian Children's Act and a case law that allows children to have such a vulnerable relationship with one of their parents is in a disagreement with articles 2, 3, 7, 9 and 18 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, especially articles 9 no. 3 and 18 no. 1.


3. Suggested questions about parental responsibility

Suggested question:
How does Norway ensure that all children are given an independent legal relationship with both of their parents?

Justification:
Until the 01.01.2020, the child's mother had sole parental responsibility when the parents did not live together at the time of the child's birth. From the 01.0120.20, the starting point has been joint parental responsibility for all children, but with the possibility for both parents to reserve themselves against joint parental responsibility. In NOU 2020:14, the Children's Law Committee has proposed reversing this latest change, so that the mother is once again given sole parental responsibility when the parents did not live together at the time of the child's birth.

Anchoring in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child:
F2F believes that this is in discord with articles 2, 3, 7, 9 and 18 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.



In case of any questions or need for clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact F2F. 





Best regards,	


Rune Harald Rækken

Chair of the board, Foreningen 2 Foreldre
_________________________________________________________________
Postal address:	 P.O.Box 1009 Hoff			E-mail:	 post@f2f.no
    	0218 Oslo                                                	Web:	 www.f2f.no
Phone:  	   	 +47 88 00 88 45				Phone Chair: +47 90523845


Report from Foreningen 2 Foreldre (Joint Custody Association of Norway) to UNCRC.  	
	Page 2/2
image1.jpeg
@

foreningen 2 foreldre




