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OPENING STATEMENT BY H.E MR. NGUYEN THANH TINH, DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE  OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM– HEAD OF THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION
At the dialogue on the fourth periodic report of Viet Nam under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, during the 144th session of the Human Rights Committee

Geneva, 7 July 2025
Mr. Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Human Rights Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Vietnamese delegation, I would like to extend our respectful greetings and sincere appreciation to the Human Rights Committee, its distinguished Members, and in particular to Mr. Changrok Soh, Chair of the Committee, for your kind attention and arrangements that have enabled the Vietnamese delegation to participate in this important session. The Vietnamese delegation attending today's dialogue comprises representatives from 9 key agencies directly responsible for the implementation of the rights enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), namely: the Supreme People's Court, the Supreme People's Procuracy, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Public Security, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, the Ministry of Ethnic and Religious Affairs, and the Government Office.

Guided by the principle of placing people at the centre - as both the goal and the driving force of development - Viet Nam has consistently devoted special attention, strong efforts, and firm commitment to promoting and ensuring the effective implementation of human rights and citizens’ rights, including civil and political rights as stipulated in the ICCPR. Legal, administrative, and judicial reforms in Viet Nam, as well as law enforcement practices, are all anchored in a people-centred approach, whereby the people are regarded as the primary beneficiaries of the system. These efforts aim to implement effective measures to protect and ensure human rights and citizens’ rights in accordance with the law.
Immediately following the constructive dialogue with the Committee in 2019, the Government of Viet Nam adopted a National Action Plan to implement the Covenant and the Committee’s recommendations, with the aim of clearly identifying areas in need of improvement and undertaking necessary institutional and practical measures to ensure substantive progress. In addition, during the preparation for the present dialogue, we have carefully reviewed the Committee’s List of Issues and over 50 submissions sent to the Committee from various organizations and individuals. We fully recognize that this dialogue provides an important opportunity for us to receive constructive feedback, and at the same time, to present additional information that may assist the Committee, as well as other stakeholders, in forming a more comprehensive, accurate, and objective picture of Viet Nam’s efforts and progress in the implementation of the Covenant.

Mr. Chair, Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Over nearly four decades of comprehensive national reform, Viet Nam has consistently strived to improve the material and spiritual well-being of its people. According to the 2025 Human Development Report by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Viet Nam is classified among countries with a high Human Development Index (HDI), ranking 93rd out of 193 countries and territories. Viet Nam's Social Progress Index has also seen a significant rise – up 25 places compared to 2024 – ranking 46th out of 193 countries assessed. On this occasion, I would like to provide an update and share further information on Viet Nam’s ongoing efforts and recent progress in ensuring and promoting civil and political rights since the 2019 reporting cycle
First, with regard to institutional and legal reform: Since the submission of the fourth national report, Viet Nam has amended, supplemented, or enacted over 150 laws and resolutions of the National Assembly, many of which are directly related to the lives of the people and aimed at advancing civil and political rights. These include laws enhancing access to justice and equality, such as provisions to improve access to housing for low-income groups, and the provision of free legal aid for persons under 18 and victims of human trafficking…Most recently, Viet Nam adopted the amended Criminal Code, which narrows the scope of application of the death penalty by abolishing capital punishment for 8 offences, including illegal transportation of narcotic substances and some corruption-related crimes. In addition, we have recently, on 30 April 2025, adopted Resolution No.66 on reforming the legislative process and implementation of laws to meet the needs of national development in the new era. The resolution requires that, by the end of 2025, all legal bottlenecks be addressed – including those related to human rights, and the guarantee, protection of human rights and citizens’ rights.
In order to enhance institutional capacity and service effectiveness, reduce administrative costs, and reallocate resources toward development and the improvement of the material and spiritual well-being of the people, Viet Nam is vigorously advancing a comprehensive reform of the state administrative apparatus. This reform entails streamlining the organizational structure by removing the intermediate (district-level) tier, adopting a two-tier local government model, strengthening decentralization and delegation of authority, and reinforcing resources and capacities at the grassroots level (which plays a crucial role in implementing laws and policies and in directly responding to the needs of and facilitating administrative procedures for the people). To that end, the Government of Viet Nam has issued 28 decrees on decentralization and delegation of authority, with a focus on transferring the authority to process the majority of administrative procedures from central to local levels, thereby facilitating greater accessibility and convenience for the people.

Second, Viet Nam has undertaken a range of measures to enhance transparency, openness, and efficiency in the implementation of laws and policies, while also promoting education and raising public awareness of civil and political rights. Several positive developments may be highlighted as follows:

- Vietnam has launched the National Legal Portal, which provides timely and comprehensive access to the legal normative framework. The portal also facilitates the receipt and processing of feedback and petitions from citizens and businesses concerning legal documents, including those with implications for the civil and political rights of individuals.

- The Supreme People’s Court has developed a dedicated online platform for the publication of court judgments and decisions, as well as a database of case law, and has rolled out online trials. Since 1 January 2022, courts across the country have conducted more than 46,000 online trials, thereby enhancing public access to justice – particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic – while ensuring that judicial proceedings are held within legally prescribed time limits and conducted in a manner that upholds human dignity (in particular, in criminal cases involving sexual violence or where the victim is a child, the online format enables the victim to testify without being physically present in court).

- Human rights education has been integrated into the national curriculum across all levels of the education system. In December 2024, the Prime Minister of Viet Nam chaired the National Conference on Human Rights Education, which served to review achievements to date and to set out strategic directions for the work in the coming period. Furthermore, Viet Nam has launched and institutionalized the annual Human Rights Media Award, with the aim of promoting and honoring outstanding journalistic and media works that contribute to the advancement of human rights in the country.

Third, Viet Nam has issued and effectively implemented a range of policies that directly promote and protect civil and political rights.

- The Government has adopted a policy to waive or subsidize tuition fees for children in preschool education, students in all levels of general education, and learners enrolled in general education programs at public education institutions within the national education system nationwide. School lunch support is also provided for students in mountainous, border, and ethnic minority areas. At the same time, we are actively developing a roadmap and preparing the necessary conditions to move toward universal exemption of hospital fees.

- In the area of social security policy, Viet Nam remains firmly committed to ensuring social welfare, public safety, and the well-being of its people, under the guiding principle of "leaving no one behind." While the national poverty rate stood at over 58% in 1993, it had been reduced to 1.93% by 2024, according to the multidimensional poverty standard. In 2024 alone, more than 76,000 makeshift or dilapidated homes were eliminated, and the Government has set the target of eradicating all such housing nationwide by the end of 2025. With respect to social housing, Viet Nam aims to complete the construction of 1 million affordable housing units by 2030, including a target of 100,000 units in 2025.

- With regard to gender equality, according to the 2025 Global Gender Gap Report by the World Economic Forum, Viet Nam ranked 74th out of 148 countries (marking an improvement of two positions compared to 2024). Notably, indicators related to women's participation in economic activities and access to education have shown positive progress.

- Viet Nam has also taken proactive measures to respond to climate change and to strengthen disaster prevention and mitigation efforts — particularly in supporting communities affected by Typhoon Yagi. The Government allocated VND 350 billion from the central contingency budget and distributed nearly 432,000 tons of rice to implement support policies for affected households, provide emergency food relief to those at risk of hunger, and invest in rebuilding villages and communities damaged by storms and floods.

- Viet Nam has placed strong emphasis on investing in infrastructure and enabling conditions to ensure public access to information. This includes supporting the expansion of the national power grid and the deployment of 4G and 5G broadcasting networks across all regions of the country to serve the entire population. At the same time, policies have been introduced to promote universal access to smartphones and internet connectivity. Viet Nam is currently recognized as one of the countries with the lowest and most affordable internet access costs globally. As of early 2025, the country had more than 79.8 million internet users, accounting for 78.8% of the total population, and 76.2 million social media users, representing 75.2% of the population. These rapid developments have significantly contributed to the realization of the rights to freedom of the press, freedom of expression, and access to information.

Fourth, Viet Nam continues to attach great importance to and stands ready to engage in constructive dialogue and cooperation with international human rights mechanisms. In 2025, Viet Nam has participated in — and will continue to participate in — dialogues with a number of treaty bodies, including the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Mr.Chair, Distinguished Members of the Committee,

In the process of ensuring, protecting, and promoting the realization of human rights, Viet Nam continues to face various difficulties and challenges arising from multiple factors that affect the implementation of the Covenant. These include limited resources; instances where the enforcement of laws has not met expectations; and the growing impact of global issues and non-traditional security threats in the context of Viet Nam’s deepening international integration.

Viet Nam is in the process of building and perfecting a socialist rule-of-law State with a view toward developing a high-quality legal system that effectively ensures and protects human rights and citizens’ rights, in a manner consistent with national realities and international standards. In this process, Viet Nam will continue to seriously fulfill its international human rights commitments, and further promote dialogue and cooperation in this important area. At the same time, Viet Nam will implement comprehensive measures to better promote, protect, and ensure the enjoyment of civil and political rights, and to enhance resilience to climate change — including for vulnerable groups — through appropriate steps and a suitable roadmap in the period ahead.

Before concluding, I would once again like to thank Mr. Chair and distinguished members of the Committee, and I look forward to engaging in open and constructive exchanges with you during this important session.

Thank you./.
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