
Annex to the Fourth Periodic Report of the Slovak Republic on Implementation of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
TABLE 1 PROPORTION OF WOMEN SUCCESSFUL IN ELECTIONS TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF the Slovak Republic (Parliament; NR SR) AND THE GOVERNMENT OF the Slovak Republic 

	Elections to 
NR SR
	Women elected to NR SR (out of 150 deputies)

	Proportion of women in Slovak Governments

	
	Number of women
	Proportion of women in %
	Total number of members
	Number of women
	Proportion of women in %

	1994
	22
	14.7
	19
	3 - 4
	15.8 - 21

	1998
	19
	12.7
	22
	3 - 2
	13.6 - 9

	2002
	29
	19.3
	16
	0 - 2
	0 - 12.5

	2006
	24
	16
	16
	1 - 2
	6.3 - 12.5

	2010
	23
	15.3
	15
	2 (Prime Minister)
	13.3

	2012
(since 2014)
	24
	16
	15
	1
0
	6.7
0



SOURCE: STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC, HISTORY OF Slovak GOVERNMENTS
TABLE 2 Working males and females in management and controlling positions (following selective census of workforce, on the basis of job classification by KZAM, since 2011 ISCO-08)
	
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Legislators and managers
in thousands of persons
	Males
	95.7
	95.0
	88.7
	94.2
	92.9
	91
	83.6
	67.4
	63.8

	
	Females
	42.5
	36.8
	39.7
	39.8
	44.2
	48.1
	37.3
	33.4
	31

	Proportion of women in total numbers
	%
	30.8
	27.9
	30.9
	29.7
	32.2
	34.6
	30.9
	33.1
	32.7


Source: 1 Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, VZPS Methodology
Table 3 Representation of women in political, public and economic life 
	Indicator
	Females in %
	Males
in %
	Absolute gender difference


	Political participation on European level (European Parliament, 2014)
	30.8
	69.2
	38,4

	Political participation on national level (NR SR, 2014)
	16.0
	84.0
	68.0

	Political participation in national governments (2013)
Since November 2014
	7.7

	92.3
100
	84.6
100

	Political participation in regional self-governing bodies (2014)
	0
	100
	100

	Political participation on regional level (regional self-governing bodies, 2014)
	15.4
	84.6
	69.2

	Political participation on local self-governing bodies level (2014)
	23.4
	76.6
	53.2

	Gender composition of the Supreme Court (Q4, 2014)
	52
	48
	-2

	Gender composition of the Judicial Council 
	30
	70
	40

	Gender composition of the Constitutional Court 
	36
	64
	28

	Proportion of women in supervisory boards of share issuers in Slovakia, of which female presidents of supervisory boards (2013)
	29
23
	71
77
	42
54

	Proportion of women in executive functions – boards of directors of share issuers in Slovakia (2013), of which female presidents of supervisory boards (2013)
	17
3.5
	83
96.5
	66
93

	Bank Council of the National Bank of Slovakia (2014)
	0
	0
	100

	Male/female rectors at universities and colleges
	14.3
	85.7
	71.4


Sources: Eurostat; Statistical Office of the Slovak republic; Database of the European Commission Males and Females in Management Positions, Web sites of institutions
Table 4 - Survey of numbers of expulsions from common dwelling for the Slovak Republic as a whole and individual regions between 15 December 2008 and 31 December 2013
	
	15.12.
-               31.12.
2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	Together

	Slovak Republic
	10
	226
	228
	277
	253
	309
	1303

	Bratislava region
	3
	37
	24
	36
	30
	34
	164

	Trnava region
	3
	22
	25
	47
	35
	33
	165

	Nitra region
	0
	53
	60
	72
	60
	71
	316

	Trenčín region
	0
	18
	12
	15
	18
	38
	101

	Žilina region
	2
	22
	16
	22
	15
	19
	96

	Banská Bystrica region
	0
	14
	11
	9
	20
	21
	75

	Prešov region
	2
	37
	41
	38
	44
	52
	214

	Košice region
	0
	23
	39
	38
	31
	41
	172


Table 5 - Survey of victims of selected violent criminal acts and criminal acts against ethics (2008 – 2013)
	Total number of victims
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Violent criminal acts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Murders
	94
	78
	82
	88
	63
	78

	- Thefts against persons
	1217
	1078
	908
	671
	764
	637

	- Tyranny against family member or ward
	497
	371
	279
	343
	284
	268

	Criminal acts against ethics 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rape
	152
	142
	117
	150
	88
	91

	Sexual abuse
	387
	396
	369
	542
	497
	482

	Human trafficking
	11
	9
	9
	19
	23
	11


Number of women- victims of criminal acts (2008-2013)
	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Violent criminal acts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Murders
	24
	32
	31
	31
	18
	23

	- Thefts against persons
	353
	366
	307
	260
	253
	203

	- Tyranny against family member
and ward
	377
	277
	207
	246
	209
	184

	Criminal acts against ethics 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Rape
	152
	142
	117
	150
	88
	91

	- Sexual abuse
	333
	335
	309
	437
	412
	414

	- Human trafficking
	9
	7
	4
	8
	13
	5


Table 6
	DATA ON VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING INCLUDED IN THE PROGRAMME OF SUPPORT FOR AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

	Year
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	 2013

	 Total number of included victims
	 25
	 28
	 31
	 22
	 30

	 Of which females
	 15
	 13
	 17
	 13
	 19

	Of which males
	 9
	 13
	 13
	 6
	 9

	 Of which children
	 1
	 2
	 1
	 3
	 2

	 Purpose of exploitation
	 SE-16; FW-7; FB-2
	 FW-11; SE-11; FB-2; EE-4
	 SE-12; FW-12; EE-6; FC-4; FWed-2; FB-2
	 SE-15; FB-5; FW-3; FWed-3
	 SE-15; FW-10; FWed-7;FB-2


Explanatory notes: FW-forced work; FB-forced begging; SE-sexual exploitation; EE-economic exploitation; FC-forced criminality; FW-forced wedding
Authorities responsible for the damage compensation in the name of the State in the sense of the latest amendment of this Act in effect as of 1 January 2013 include:
 
a) Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic, if
1. the damage was caused by court decision or incorrect court procedure,
 
2. the damage was caused by public notary in execution of state power,
 
3. the damage was caused by court executor in the context of court decision execution on the basis of court order pursuant to special legislation,
 
b) Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic, if the damage was caused in the context of criminal proceeding by a police investigator or an authorised member of police, and
1. the prosecutor did not reject complaint against resolution of a police investigator or an authorised member of police and did not file a petition in the criminal case with the competent court, or 
 
2. the police investigator or authorised member of police did not act pursuant to binding instruction of the prosecutor,
 
c) Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic, if the damage in the criminal proceeding was caused by a tax office investigator or an authorised member of a tax office staff, and
 
1. the prosecutor did not reject a complaint against resolution of the tax office investigator or staff member and did not file a petition in the criminal case with the competent court, or 
2. the tax office investigator or authorised member of tax office staff did not act pursuant to binding instruction of the prosecutor.
 
d) Ministry or any other central state administrative authority if the damage was caused in the context of state power execution falling within the responsibility of the ministry or central state administrative authority including damage caused by state power execution transferred onto regional government pursuant to special legislation,
 
e) Ministry of any other central state administrative authority if as a consequence of an incorrectly adopted directive of the European Union or incompliance with the deadline for its adoption damage was caused in the context of state power execution falling within the responsibility of the ministry or central state administrative authority, 

f) General Prosecutor of the Slovak Republic, if the damage was caused by a state authority pursuant to special legislation in a civic proceeding, criminal proceeding or administrative proceeding,
 
g) Supreme Audit Authority of the Slovak Republic if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by this authority or its incorrect official procedure,

h) National Bank of Slovakia, if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by the bank or its incorrect official procedure, 

i) Public institution, society or legal entity entrusted by law with the power to decide about rights, protected interests and liabilities of natural persons and legal entities in the area of public administration, if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by the entity or its incorrect official procedure,
 
j) National Council of the Slovak Republic, if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by it or its incorrect official procedure,

k) Judicial Council of Slovak Republic, if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by it or its incorrect official procedure, 

l) Office for regulation of network branches, if the damage was caused by illegal decision issued by it or its incorrect official procedure, 

m) Authority competent pursuant to a) to l) above, with which application was filed for preliminary settlement of a claim (§ 15), if the damage was caused by state power falling within competence of more than one state power representatives, if the petition was filed with more competent authorities then the responsibility will be with the authority which was the first to act in the mater. 

Ministry of Justice, inter alia, collects, processes and evaluates statistical data on the amounts paid out by the Ministry of Justice as compensation for damage caused by illegal court decisions. For the period from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2014 the following amounts were paid out in this context:
Table 7
	Year 2011
	Year 2012
	Year 2013
	Year 2014

	€ 87,130.61 
	€ 3,091,654.47 
	€ 168,858.62 
	€ 196,469.35 


Table 8 - Information about asylum in the period between 1 January 2009 and 31 October 2014
	Year
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	Untill 31/10/2014
	Total

	Requests for asylum 
	822
	541
	491
	732
	441
	248
	3275

	Asylum granted
	14
	15
	12
	32
	15
	6
	94

	Additional protection
	98
	57
	91
	104
	34
	85
	469

	State citizenship granted to asylum seekers
	1
	3
	7
	0
	7
	5
	23


Table 9
	Churches and religious societies
	Number of believers pursuant to 2011 census
	Number in %

	Apostolic church
	5,831
	0.10

	Bahai community
	1,065
	0.02

	Baptist church
	3,486
	0.06

	Seventh Day Adventist church
	2,915
	0.05

	Brethren church
	3,396
	0.06

	Czechoslovak Hussite church
	1,782
	0.03

	Jesus Christ and Saints of Next Period church
	972
	0.02

	Evangelic church
	316,250
	5.86

	Methodist church
	10,328
	0.19

	Greek Catholic church
	206,871
	3.83

	Christian communities
	7,720
	0.14

	Jehovah Witnesses church
	17,222
	0.32

	Neo-Apostolic church
	166
	0.00

	Eastern Christian church
	49,133
	0.91

	Reformed Christian church
	98,797
	1.83

	Roman Catholic church
	3,347,277
	62.02

	Early Catholics church
	1,687
	0.03

	Central Union of Jewish Religious Communities
	1,999
	0.03

	Together
	4,076,897
	75.54 

	Other
	23,340
	0.43

	No confession
	725,362
	13.44

	Not found
	571,437
	10.58

	Population of SR
	5,397,036
	100 


Table 10 - Survey of funds reallocated in the context of the subsidy programme Culture of Disadvantaged Population Groups in the period 2010 – 2014
	Year

	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Sum in EUR
	311,350
	293,000
	337,500
	340,000
	375,300


Table 11 Numbers of specialist referents as of 1 October 2014
	Regional police in Bratislava
/district police in Malacky, Stupava, Gajary, Pezinok/
	8 specialist referents

	Regional police in Trnava/
/district police in Trnava, Piešťany, Hlohovec, Vrbové, Jelka, Sereď, Dunajská Streda, Šamorín, Šaštín Stráže,
	18 specialist referents

	Regional police in Nitra
/district police in Hurbanovo, Kolárovo, Levice, Želiezovce, Nové Zámky, Dvory nad Žitavou, Topoľčany, Šaľa, Nitra/
	18 specialist referents

	Regional police in Trenčín
/district police in Bánovce nad Bebravou, Nové Mesto nad Váhom, Partizánske, Handlová/
	8 specialist referents

	Regional police in Banská Bystrica
/district police in Banská Bystrica - west, Banská Bystrica - east, Slovenský Ľupča, Brezno, Pohorelá, Rimavská Sobota, Hnúšťa, Rimavská Seč, Jesenské, Revúca, Tornaľa, Jelšava, Zvolen, Detva, Lučenec, Veľký Krtíš, Fiľakovo, Lovinobaňa, Žiar nad Hronom, Banská Štiavnica, Žarnovica/
	44 specialist referents

	Regional police in Žilina
/district police in Žilina - east, Liptovský Hrádok, Liptovský Mikuláš, Ružomberok/
	8 specialist referents

	Regional police in Prešov
/district police in – Sabinov, Lipany, Jarovnice, Chminianska Nová Ves, Drienov, Prešov – north, Hranovnica, Levoča, Svit, Kežmarok, Spišská Belá, Stará Ľubovňa, Podolínec, Humenné, Medzilaborce, Snina, Stropkov, Vranov nad Topľou, Bardejov, Kurov/
	64 specialist referents

	Regional police in Košice
/district police in Košice – Ťahanovce, Košice – KVP, Košice - Nad Jazerom, Košice – Šaca, Jasov, Bidovce, Moldava nad Bodvou, Veľká Ida, Turňa nad Bodvou, Michalovce, Sobrance, Trhovište, Pavlovce nad Uhom, Veľké Kapušany, Spišská Nová Ves, Krompachy, Nálepkovo, Spišské Vlachy, Gelnica, Markušovce, Trebišov, Sečovce, Kráľovský Chlmec, Rožňava, Dobšiná, Štítnik, Plešivec/
	65 specialist referents

	Total
	233 specialist referents


Table 12 - Information about educational activities organised by the Centre
	Year
	Total number of participants
	Theme of non-discrimination, or non-discrimination club and extremism - number of students

	2011
	Above 1400
	432

	2012
	1986
	620

	2013
	2474
	1199

	2014

	1069
	544


Table 13 - Contributions to pupils from socially disadvantaged environment
	Year 2014                                     
In the year 2014 the contribution per pupil from socially disadvantaged environment amounted to € 102.5
	

	School
	Number of schools with pupils from socially disadvantaged environment
	Numbers of pupils from socially disadvantaged environment at these schools
	Amount of contribution
	

	Elementary schools
	1,691
	59,284
	6,077,038
	

	Special elementary schools
	190
	7,959
	815,847
	

	Total
	1,881
	67,243
	6,892,885
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Year 2013 - as of 31 December 2013 the total contribution to education of pupils from socially disadvantaged environment amounted to € 6,557,944, with € 100 per pupil. Number of pupils: 65,580.
	

	
	

	
	


Table 14 - Survey of projects of the Ministry of Culture of SR subsidised from the subsidy programme Culture of Disadvantaged Groups for Marginalised Romany Communities (Children and Youth) in the years 2010 – 2014
	Marginalised Romany communities (children and youth)
	Year 2010
	Year 2011
	Year 2012
	Year 2013
	Year 2014

	Number of projects and sum in €
	13/44,000
	11/38,790
	8/23,900
	8/23,000
	11/29,100


Table 15 - Amounts of Subsidies Provided in the Period 2004 – 2014 (subsidy programme Culture of National Minorities, guaranteed by the plenipotentiary of the Government of SR for national minorities)
	Minorities
	2004                      (in Sk)
	2005                      (in Sk)
	2006                      (in Sk)
	2007                      (in Sk)
	2008                      (in Sk)
	2009                   (in €)
	2010                   (in €)
	2011                   (in €)
	2012                   (in €)
	2013                   (in €)
	2014                   (in €)

	Hungarian
	53,078,000
	51,639,000
	87,801,000
	51,562,000
	53,144,000
	1,958,441
	1,958,441
	2,320,000
	2,470,000
	2,600,000
	1,983,057

	Roma
	8,232,000
	7,905,586
	13,005,000
	11,482,000
	14,000,000
	497,909
	497,909
	540,000
	576,000
	588,000
	634,109

	Czech
	3,794,800
	3,921,815
	4,555,000
	4,450,000
	5,000,000
	165,970
	165,970
	166,000
	176,000
	160,000
	206,024

	Ruthenian
	4,139,000
	3,824,298
	5,100,000
	5,273,000
	5,350,000
	199,164
	199,164
	212,000
	230,000
	200,000
	263,482

	Ukrainian
	2,738,000
	2,754,000
	3,564,000
	3,430,000
	3,650,000
	136,095
	136,095
	148,000
	155,000
	100,000
	108,142

	German
	2,201,500
	2,217,600
	3,120,000
	3,007,000
	3,500,000
	124,477
	124,477
	136,000
	144,000
	80,000
	96,604

	Polish
	995,000
	1,065,600
	1,250,000
	1,550,000
	1,650,000
	63,068
	63,068
	76,000
	80,000
	40,000
	62,060

	Moravian
	0
	950,400
	0.00
	390,000
	600,000
	21,576
	21,576
	24,000
	24,000
	20,000
	27,908

	Russian
	657,100
	662,400
	784,000
	919,000
	1,100,000
	43,152
	43,152
	48,000
	52,000
	40,000
	51,270

	Bulgarian
	852,000
	489,600
	576,000
	780,000
	850,000
	29,875
	29,875
	32,000
	34,000
	32,000
	34,215

	Croatian
	1,050,000
	936,000
	1,468,000
	1,450,000
	1,550,000
	53,110
	53,110
	60,000
	64,000
	60,000
	49,375

	Jewish
	1,486,000
	1,512,000
	1,455,000
	1,850,000
	1,900,000
	64,728
	64,728
	72,000
	75,000
	60,000
	55,547

	Serbian
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	18,000
	20,000
	20,000
	27,703

	Total:
	 
	 
	 
	86,143,000
	92,294,000
	3,357,564
	3,357,565
	3,852,000
	4,100,000
	4,000,000
	3,599,495

	Cultural policy
	 
	3,011,000
	37,254,000
	1,607,000
	7,000,000
	127,797
	127,797
	148,000
	400,000
	250,000
	229,755

	Total:
	76,687,400
	80,889,298
	159,932,000
	87,750,000
	99,294,000
	3,485,362
	3,485,362
	4,000,000
	4,500,000
	4,250,000
	3,829,250


Protection of Children

1. One of the priorities of the ombudsman for 2013 and 2014 was review of compliance with the fundamental rights and liberties of minor children placed in re-education centres across Slovakia. The survey was implemented in 6 of these re-education centres. Both minor and major drawbacks were found in these centres and either resolved or currently in the process of resolving. The ombudsman even detected serious breach of children rights in one of the centres, mainly consisting in application of corporal punishment by the staff of the centre, use of vulgar language, restricted use of the toilet in the course of school lessons, insufficient attention to health problems of the children, lack of social contact and insufficient psychological support provided to the children. Following intervention of the ombudsman measures were taken to remedy the found drawbacks and particular solutions began to be adopted. After one year from the inspection the ombudsman found positive improvement of the situation in this centre. This particular case was addressed in cooperation with the Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities and the General Prosecutor.
2. The ombudsman also discovered systemic drawbacks in the network of re-education establishments concerning allocation of children into the centres, their diagnosing, use of the protected room, catering services to the children, cooperation with the family and care of the staff of the re-education centres. On the basis of her recommendations certain measures were taken, including increase of the budget of the re-education centres by 10 % and increased fund allocation to catering since September 2014.
3. Serious systemic drawbacks were also detected by the ombudsman in the area of the right of the children placed in the re-education centres to education. The ombudsman found out that children attending secondary school or children about to commence their secondary education are mostly unable to choose the subject of their study. They are admitted to a secondary school not according to their preferences but on the basis of current availability. In addition the child placed in a re-education centre may only attend the school to which the re-education centre places it. Thus the ombudsman concluded that the children´s right to education may be violated by the re-education centres. The ombudsman also pointed out provision of lower-standard education by the re-education centres. In the opinion of the ombudsman the measures proposed by her for the re-education centres have not yet been implemented by the Ministry of Education.
4. As concerns compliance with fundamental rights and liberties of imprisoned young people the ombudsman performed an inspection in one of these prisons in Slovakia in 2014
. Her inspection discovered that overall atmosphere in the institution and prevailing approach to the young prisoners created good assumptions for personal and social development of the young people. The ombudsman concluded that the restriction of freedom of the young offenders was meeting its purpose. The survey however still revealed some room for improvement, especially in the area of disciplinary punishments and healthy nutrition of the young prisoners. Following the related intervention of the ombudsman the Minister of Justice decided about increase of the financial limit for food preparation for young prisoners by 10 % with effect as of 1 January 2015.
5. In the assessed period protection of the rights of the child was also in the centre of attention of the Centre which placed special emphasis on individual cases of neglected child care and tyranny. With the aim to improve protection of the rights of the child in practice and prevent their violation the Centre formulated a number of particular recommendations, including establishment of an independent body for monitoring compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, increase of cooperation among entities responsible for protection of the rights of the child and interconnection of the systems of central evidence of the population and general registries, medical care centres and health insurance companies, lists of pupils and students of schools, criminal registers etc. In the opinion of the Centre the Government should assess in detail stringency of the children-right-protection-related legislation, and explicitly incorporate in the relevant legislation the liability of the court to order probation and mediation supervision over the child etc. The Centre also emphasizes the need to formulate a methodological instruction for immediate intervention in the case of reported child tyranny and a methodology of execution of crisis intervention. Improvement of children rights protection also includes increase of professional competences of professions working with children, and increase of public awareness of this phenomenon.
Combating Violence against Women
6. The Police Force carries out collecting and recording of data on criminal acts, persons committing them and their victims, by means of the information system called Evidence and Statistics System for Criminality. The system has undergone various innovations since 2011 to adapt to the needs of the practice. The changes are mainly required by amendments of the Criminal Code and the Rules of Criminal Procedure and by the need to maintain continuity with the data from the previous periods. The subject of the processed information includes, inter alia, standard and non-standard statistical outputs concerning criminal acts of violence against women, men and children, used in the areas of criminality prevention as well as for analytical and management purposes. Data recorded for the victims of criminal acts include their gender, age and education. The outputs from the information system are provided to the Statistical Office, other state administrative authorities and also abroad through the office for international police cooperation of the Presidium of the Police Force. 
7. The complex of the abovementioned changes of legislation, intense cooperation of the Police with NGOs focused on assistance to victims of domestic violence, together with massive targeted preventive activities of all involved parties lead to the feeling of increased legal certainty of the victims of violent acts, which in effect means increased number of submissions of complaints concerning these violent criminal acts. 
8. The Police Force has recently strived to improve preparation and training of policemen specialising in detection, investigation and resolution of this type of criminal activity for the offenders to end in front of the court after accumulation of sufficient evidence.
9. In November 2014, on the occasion of the International Day of Combating Violence against Women, the Police Force prepared a preventive campaign against gender based violence. The purpose of the campaign was to remind that even in Slovakia there are female victims of violence and this violence is mainly committed behind closed doors of their homes. In the course of the campaign the police and the prevention coordinators provided information about the forms of the violence and the criminal law aspect of the violence. Interested parties were provided information about how to behave in the case of violence committed against them, where to seek help if they become the victim or if they become aware of such violence in their surroundings. 
Sterilisation of Roma Women (Chronology of cases of sterilisation of Roma women)
10. In 2003, when the Centre for Reproduction Rights and Advisory Centre for Civic and Human Rights published the brochure "Body and Soul: Forced Sterilisations and other Attacks against Reproduction Freedom of the Roma Community in Slovakia“, the Ministry of Health appointed a control group of experts with the aim to investigate the alleged illegal sterilisations and segregation of Roma women. Following the report of the Ministry of Health submitted to the Parliamentary Committee of the National Council for Human Rights, National Minorities and Status of Women, 3,500 medical records of sterilised women and about 18,000 medical records of women undergoing Caesarean section in the past 10 years were investigated. The number of sterilised women in Slovakia then represented just 0.1 % of women in reproductive age. The main reason for the low number of sterilisations in Slovakia was the fact that the intervention was not generally used as a form of contraception. The expert group came to the conclusion that the hospitals under review had not committed any act of genocide or segregation of the Roma population. All cases of the performed sterilisations were based on health-related indications. In some cases the control group found certain drawbacks in the medical record keeping. The hospitals where these administrative failures were detected adopted measures for their remedy. None of the hospitals visited by the experts had established separate wards for Roma women and all patients were provided equal conditions of medical care without any discrimination whatsoever. The report of the expert group included a set of recommendations for education of healthcare providers in the area of "cultural differences in regions with increased concentrations of Roma communities". 
11. For the purpose of education of the Roma population in the area of healthcare the Slovak Healthcare University in Bratislava in cooperation with the Ministry of Health established a network of healthcare assistants with special training to work within the Roma settlements. The adopted legislative measures coming to legal force since 1 January 2005 harmonised patient rights with the relevant international standards. 
12. In relation to sterilisation of Roma women the relevant judicature is the judicature of the European Court for Human Rights. The European Court for Human Rights made three decisions against the Slovakia concerning sterilisation of women without their informed consent, V. C. vs. SK (judgement of 8 November 2011, with legal force as of 8 February 2012), N. B. vs. SK (judgement of 12 June 2012, with legal force as of 12 September 2012) and I. G., M. K. and R. H. vs. SK (judgement of 13 November 2012, with legal force as of 29 April 2013). In the case of V.C. vs. SK the Court did not require the national authorities to commence criminal proceeding on their own, for the Court did not find any ill intention of the doctors of medicine or intention to damage the complainant. The Court did not confirm the contested violation of the process section of Article 3 of the Convention on Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (hereinafter “Convention”) in the case of V.C. vs. SK concerning ineffectiveness of investigation. Also in the case of N. B. vs. SK the Court for Human Rights rejected the complaint that Slovakia had not performed effective examination of her sterilisation. The Court concluded that the complaint of the petitioner had been investigated on three levels and the General Prosecutor acknowledged that the complainant had been sterilised in contradiction to the relevant legislation as her legal representative had not granted informed consent with the intervention. The conclusion acknowledging violation of Article 3 of the Convention in its process section was only drawn by the Court in the case of I. G., M. K. and R. H. vs. SK under effect of the particular facts of the case, stating that the way of action of the national authorities in this case was not compatible with the requirements of promptness and appropriate speed of action. The submitted evidence was not convincing for the Court in the sense that the acts were part of any organised policy or racial motivation of the conduct of the healthcare personnel. The Court judgements in the abovementioned cases did not support the statements on multiple illegal sterilisations of Roma women. The measures taken by Slovakia in the context of execution of the abovementioned judgements (legislative and other) are currently monitored by the Committee of Ministers of the CoE. The complainants were provided with the court decided financial satisfaction. All these judgements were published in the Judicial Journal. The judgements in the case of V. C. and N. B. vs. SK were submitted to the President of the Constitutional Court and to presidents of all district and regional courts of justice in Slovakia. The contents of these judgements have been communicated by the Slovak agent to the Court for Human Rights in the context of education of judges and prosecutors in Slovakia. For national courts of justice the judgement in the case of V. C. vs. SK (as well as the other two abovementioned judgements) represent an important instruction about how to proceed in the case of assessment of petitions for compensation of women affected by sterilisation-related failures and in calculation of the amount of the compensation. 
13. On the basis of the report by the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights Thomas Hammarberg published on 20 December 2011, these judgements serve the purpose of establishment of compliance with fundamental human rights documents and unification of the process of sterilisation implementation by healthcare facilities. The amended Medical Care Act prepared by the Ministry of Health contains the authorisation clause for issue of a generally binding legislative act laying down further details of procedures of establishment of conditions guaranteeing provision of informed consent with sterilisation in compliance with the directive adopted by the International Federation of Gynaecologists and Obstetricians and templates of informed consent in the national language and the languages of the national minorities.
Fight Against  Human Trafficing 

14. The area also includes various educational activities, preventive and educational campaigns, as well as preparation and publication of publicity materials (miscellanies, methodological aids, brochures, leaflets etc.) for the purpose of increased public awareness of the issue of human trafficking, or reduction of the risk of becoming a victim of human trafficking, among people of various professions (leisure time centre staff, representatives of Roman Catholic church, religious service centres, the Slovak Catholic Charity, the International Organisation for Migration, representatives of municipalities, municipal councils and municipal police, field social workers, policemen, staff of the Migration Office and selected healthcare staff), who can meet potential victims of human trafficking in the context of their professional activity. 

15. Police involved in detection of criminal activities of human trafficking have long cooperated with international institutions such as EUROPOL and INTERPOL, as well as with their partner corps in other involved countries. For example in September 2013 agreement was made on establishment of a common investigation team between the judicial authorities of Slovakia and Great Britain to facilitate investigation and prosecution of offenders committing the criminal act of human trafficking in connection with a forced wedding of a woman from Slovakia in Great Britain. 

16. The Ministry of Interior also organises a Programme for Support for and Protection of Victims of Human Trafficking assuring provision of services to these victims according to their individual needs. The scope and quality of services provided to victims of human trafficking of all nationalities are stipulated in the Regulation of the Ministry of Interior no 180/2013 on assurance of the programme for support for and protection of victims of human trafficking. As of 31 December 2013 the support for and protection of victims of human trafficking was provided to 36 victims. Pursuant to the currently effective amended legislation stay of victims of human trafficking in the Slovak territory can be legalised by grant of permit for tolerated stay. 
Rights of prisoners, detainees
17. On the basis of recommendation of the European Committee for Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment included in the report for the Government about the visit to Slovakia in the period between 24 March and 2 April 2009 approach to internal differentiations of life prisoners or prisoners sentenced for long imprisonment has been reassessed in the sense of the principles stipulated in the Recommendation (2003) 23 of the Committee of Ministers of the CoE on "management of prison service for life prisoners or prisoners sentenced for long imprisonment" of 9 October 2003. The possibility of progressive placement of a life prisoner outside the life prisoners´ section following profound assessment of the programme for treatment of this type of prisoner and their attitude to the committed criminal offence is based on two mutually linked principles: The non-segregation principle that states that it is necessary to consider non-segregation of the life prisoners on the basis of the type of their punishment) and the principle of safety and protection that calls for profound assessment whether the life prisoners represent a risk of damage to themselves, other prisoners, prison staff or the society.
18. Separate placement of young and adult prisoners is a basic preventive measure from the international point of view assuring protection of the young prisoner (i.e. person under 18) and guarantee for the prison that the risk of ill treatment (dominance and abuse) among prisoners will be minimised. The previously stipulated exemption from this principle has been made stricter and placement of two prisoners of different age together is now only possible if in the interest of the younger prisoner, if the older prisoner may not be expected to unfavourably affect the younger one, threaten his health or abuse his presence in the cell and further if both the young and the older prisoner agree with this joint placement. This placement must be notified by the prison to the prosecutor supervising compliance by the prison. Justification of this placement must be reviewed by the head of the prison and the prosecutor supervising compliance by the prison at least quarterly.
19. Section 6 (2) of the Decree of the Ministry of Justice no. 437/2006 Coll., the Detention Rules, as amended, stipulates conditions for detention of a pregnant woman. If the doctor of medicine performing the physical examination of the prisoner on arrival finds that a sentenced woman is pregnant, then the detention institute and the hospital for the detained and the imprisoned (hereinafter "Institute") inform the court making the decision about the detention, and the prosecutor supervising compliance of the Institute. Analogically pursuant to Section 52 (2) of the Detention Rules if a detained woman proves to be pregnant then the head of the Institute, on the basis of recommendation of a physician, notifies the relevant prosecutor or court and always the prosecutor supervising compliance. The notification must include the medical report on the health condition of the pregnant prisoner attached as annex thereto. If the court decides to detain the pregnant woman then the relevant provisions of the Detention Act and the Detention Rules shall apply, with certain limitations: - Pursuant to Section 48 (1) of Act no 221/2006 Coll., on Detention, as amended, the accommodation space for a pregnant woman must be at least 4 m2, which may not be reduced for a pregnant woman; -Pursuant to Section 48 (3) of Act no 221/2006 Coll., on Detention, as amended, a pregnant woman may not be punished with disciplinary actions pursuant to Section 40 (3) (b), e) and f) (i.e. ban of doing maximum two purchases of food, personal belongings and other things, except for basic equipment for personal hygiene, and basic equipment for correspondence, all-day placement in the disciplinary punishment cell for up to 10 days, as well as placement in solitary confinement for up to 10 days), pursuant to Section 20 (2) of Act no 437/2006 Coll., the Detention Rights, as amended, walks of pregnant woman must be approved by her attending physician and governed by his instructions.
Execution of imprisonment of pregnant woman or mother of a new-born baby pursuant to the relevant provisions (Section 409 - Punishment execution postponement, and Section 412 – Punishment execution interruption) of the currently valid wording of Act no 301/2005 Coll. Criminal Rules of Procedure, as amended, does not apply. In compliance with Section 409 (3) of the Criminal Rules of Procedure execution of imprisonment of pregnant woman or mother of a new-born baby is postponed by the president of the senate for one year after child-birth. In compliance with Section 412 (1) of the Criminal Rules of Procedure execution of imprisonment of pregnant woman or mother of a new-born baby younger than one year is always interrupted by the president of the senate. In compliance with Section 5 (iv) of the Recommendation of the Parliament Assembly of the CoE no 1469 (2000) Mothers and Babies in Prison of 30 June 2000 that the Member States should establish small compartments with low to medium security level and available social services for a small number of mothers where babysitting will be provided in an appropriate environment for the babies, the Minister of Justice is authorised by Section 102 of the Imprisonment Act to issue approval for establishment of the special department where the mother may be allowed, on her request, to take care of her child while in prison and have the child in prison with her between one and three, or exceptionally even five years of age of the child, which does not apply if the child was entrusted to care by another person by the court. 
Churches and religious societies
20. Guaranteed rights of registered churches in Slovakia include (but are not limited to) the following:
a) Option to apply for subsidies for wages of priests and operation of central church office;
b) Establishment of church schools with state subsidy for their operation;
c) Provision of religion lessons at state schools;
d) Establishment and operation of own healthcare and social facilities;
e) Participation in spiritual guidance provided to armed forces and corps of Slovakia financed by the state;
f) Advantages concerning labour right of priests and other employees of churches;
g) Option to request nationalised property back within the legislative conditions for restitutions;
h) Partial advantaging in the area of taxes and certain fees, the possibility to apply for facultative assignation under conditions similar to those applicable to other NGOs;
i) Access to mass media.
21. Churches and religious societies may also freely exist without registration with the only state restriction of their activities by the liability to comply with the applicable legislation. Free existence and activities of the unregistered religious societies are evidenced by numerous events organised in Slovakia (such as recruitment initiatives of small Christian groups, scientologists, peace activities of Moonists, or concerts and festivals of various Hindu communities). In comparison to 2001 the census of 2011 documented increase of members of these church communities from 6,214 to 23,340.
22. In the area of the relationship between the state and the churches there is one document deserving attention, namely the Judgement of the Constitutional Court of 3 February 2010 (PL. ÚS 10/08-70). The Constitutional Court decided about the submission of the General Prosecutor contesting the condition of high census as a registration condition for churches applying for registration, which prevents small churches and religious societies from obtaining the official legal status. In his opinion this condition is too high in the European environment and hard to achieve under the Slovak conditions. Thus the state clearly does not fulfil its liability to create legal conditions for application of the right to freedom of religious confession on the basis of own choice of every individual, thus directly interfering with the freedom of confession by this restrictive condition. 
23. The Constitutional Court of rejected the proposal of the General Prosecutor. The decision of the Court states, inter alia, that non-registration of a church or religious society does not mean and does not imply any restrictions of the members´ freedom of confession and its practising as insisted on by the Prosecutor. The conditions for registration of a church or religious society stipulated by the act on freedom of confession do not restrict (influence) execution of the right to freely express and practice one´s religious belief in the manner stipulated by the relevant articles of the Constitution. The status of non-registration of a church or religious society pursuant to the act on freedom of confession does not interfere in any manner whatsoever with execution of fundamental rights and liberties of persons affiliated to the church or religious society which may also exist under any other status, such as the status of a civic association etc. Registration of a church or religious society is not a necessary condition (conditio sine qua non) for exercise of a liberty or right pursuant to Art. 24 of the Constitution and Art. 9 of the Convention, only affecting the conditions of their establishment as state recognised churches and religious societies, mainly relevant for the economic aspects of their existence and operation. Religious freedom guaranteed by Art. 24 of the Constitution and Art. 9 of the Convention is understood as individual freedom and therefore it is not necessary to contest the discrepancy of the specified provisions of the Act with Art. 24 of the Constitution and Art. 9 of the Convention  where the act on freedom of religious faith stipulates the rights of churches and religious societies as collective entities. 
24. The Constitutional Court in its decision further maintains that the contracting parties of the Convention of the Rights of the Child recognise the rights and liabilities of parents to control their child in execution of its rights in the manner corresponding to the developing abilities of the child (Art. 14 (2). The Convention admits that liberty of the child to express its faith may be subject to certain legislative restrictions in the interest of protection of its rights (Art. 14 (3). As follows from the above, the stipulated age limit of 15 years in Section 11 is not an unreasonable and inadequate restriction that would contradict Art. 14 (1) - (3) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and that is why the Constitutional Court did not accept this part of the Prosecutor´s proposal either. 
25. The Constitutional Court unambiguously confirmed that fundamental human rights and liberties are equally secured for members of registered as well as unregistered churches and religious societies in the country. The state does not interfere with these constitutional freedoms while the legislator is entitled to decide about the numerical limit (census) as a registration condition for churches and religious societies. Thus the census and its quantitative dimension do not contradict the Constitution. 
26. A significant form of assistance of the state to churches and religious societies is represented by direct state subsidies to wages of priests and operation of the church offices. This issue is stipulated by Act no 218/1949 Coll., on economic support for churches and religious societies provided by the state, as amended. On the basis of this act the state provides to churches and religious societies funds for wages of their priests, levies to funds and partly also for operation of their central (episcopal) offices. All other costs connected with operation of churches are covered from donations by their members or from sponsorship or subsidies from their sister churches abroad. The right to contribution from the state budget to wages of priests and central office operation is not applied by six of the eighteen registered churches, mainly for religious reasons. 
27. Slovakia has paid long-term attention to financing of its churches; repeatedly declares that potential change or modification of this system must be subject to mutual agreement between the state and the church representatives. The current professional platform for further procedure of preparation of a new model of church financing is represented by the Expert Commission for addressing the issue of financing of churches and religious societies. The task of the Commission is mainly to prepare professional documentation for creation of the optimum model of financing of churches in Slovakia. The Expert Commission consists of 15 members representing the state and the churches as a common discussion platform of the state and its churches. 
Media freedom, freedom of speach
28. Periodic press publisher is further liable to protect identity of the source of the provided information by appropriate handling of the written materials, printed matters, and other data carriers, including but not limited to video recordings, audio recordings and audio-visual recordings on the basis of which identity of the information provider might be derived. The periodic press publisher or press agency may only be absolved from this liability by the natural person - provider of the information. After death of the information provider the right of approval granting is transferred on the survivors but the approval shall be deemed invalid if at least one of the survivors expresses disproval. In the case of no survivors this liability cases.
29. The confidentiality liability also applies to the staff of the periodic press publisher and the staff of the press agency and ceases with its cessation for the employer. Under the same conditions the confidentiality liability also applies to the person providing the information to the periodic press publisher on the basis of civil or business contract with the publisher in which the person agrees to professional provision of information to the periodic press publisher. The confidentiality liability does not apply in cases of regulatory liability to thwart crime commitment. 
30. National law concerning freedom of expression in connection with the right to personality protection is in full compliance with the international conventions on fundamental human rights and liberties as well as with recommendations of the international monitoring bodies. In relation to information publication the press act stipulates the right to correction as well as the right to response and additional notification. The subject of the right to correction is false fact statement about a particular natural person or legal entity published in a printed periodical or agency report. The right to response entitles the affected individual to request free publication of a response if the periodical or agency report includes incorrect, incomplete or confusing fact statement damaging honesty, dignity or privacy of a natural person or name or good reputation of a legal entity on the basis of which the person or entity may be accurately identified. 
31. This right for publication of a response does not apply to a state official, president or deputy president of a political party or movement in the case of statement of facts related to the performance of their public role. This right for publication of a response does not apply to a legal entity in the case of statement of facts related to the performance of the public role of a state official, president or deputy president of a political party or movement employed by the affected legal entity.
32. The right to additional notification may be used in the case when the periodical or agency report has informed about a proceeding in front of a public power representative authority against a natural person or legal entity. In such case this person or entity is entitled to ask for publication of additional notification of the final result of the proceeding. The act further stipulates conditions and deadlines for application of the right to correction, response and additional notification and the circumstances under which the publisher or press agency are not liable to publish the correction, response or additional notification. 
33. RTVS has been established as a legal entity, as national, independent information, cultural and educational institution providing public service in the area of radio and television broadcasting. Its management bodies include CEO and Council of Slovak Radio and Television (hereinafter "Council“). The CEO is the statutory body of RTVS managing its activities and acting on its behalf. The CEO decides about all matters concerning RTVS that are not entrusted to the Council by law. The CEO is elected by the National Council on the basis of a proposal by its relevant committee following public hearing of the candidates. The term of office of the CEO is 5 years. The Council is the supervisory body reviewing fulfilment of the mission and functions of this public institution. The Council has 9 members elected and recalled by the National Council by simple majority of the present votes from among the candidates proposed by its relevant committee to achieve representation of three experts in radio broadcasting, three experts in television broadcasting, two experts in economy and one expert in law. The term of office of a Council member is 6 years.
34. The issue of public broadcasting is also closely connected with the content of Act no 340/2012 Coll., on payment for public service provided by the RTVS, in force since 1 January 2013. The formulation of the act is based on the fact that RTVS, in the legislative sense, provides public service in the area of broadcasting, characterised in that it is universally designed for the public and thus should also be financed from public funds. The act stipulates payments for services provided by RTVS. The purpose of the payments is fundraising for public service in the area of radio and television broadcasting provided by RTVS. The payment liability in the sense of the act applies to any natural person registered as electricity consumer by the electricity provider for household power consumption in an apartment or a family house. The act also stipulates exemptions from this payment or reduced rates in cases stipulated therein. 
Right to vote, elections
35. The new voting rights act consists of several parts. The first general part includes general rules and provisions applicable to all types of elections. They mainly concern election bodies, principles of election law, electoral districts and lists of voters, voting procedure, presence in the election room, scrutiny, material and personal conditions of elections and sanctions for violation of the act. This institute is new to Slovak legislation. Sanctions for the act violation are mainly preventive and only then repressive.
36. The other sanctions are more or less administrative with the aim to make lists of voters more accurate, and assure faultless election preparation and progress. Parts two to eight include provisions stipulating rules for individual election types, vote for recall of President and for referendum. New developments include referendum voting by post. This extends the forms of voting for increased participation of citizens in elections. The last part, part nine, includes common, transitory and cancellation provisions. As for commission creation, they will remain collegiate bodies whose members will be delegated by the candidates. Members of these bodies will not report to any political or state authority in performance of their function. They will decide about all fundamental matters concerning progress of election, and control of compliance with the law. The Act for example unifies deadlines for election announcement (at least 110 days before the election date, except for presidential election - 55 days, derived from the deadline stipulated by the Slovak Constitution), adapts the ballot papers, introduces electronic delivery of minutes of district election commissions, delivery of the lists of candidates to households and not to individual voters, and the liability of the voter to confirm by signature in the list of voters takeover of the ballot papers and the envelope. The act also stipulates further details on execution of voting right by persons with handicap.
37. The act further establishes the State Commission for Elections and Control of Financing of Political Parties as an independent authority for control of financial of political parties and political movements, management of elections and scrutiny, with 14 members, defining its powers and responsibilities. The act further includes amendment of the Civic court rules of procedure concerning the changes required by the election act in relation to court proceedings in the matters of lists of voters and lists of candidates. 
38. To stipulate matters of transparency of election campaign, assurance of equal conditions for the candidates as well as the right of the public and the state to information about who and how supports the candidates a separate Act no 181/2014 on electoral campaign was passed containing general rules for electoral campaign for all types of elections and a special provision for political advertising in radio and television. 
39. To create equal conditions for all political parties and their candidates the act stipulates rules of financing of electoral campaigns of political parties, presidential candidates and independent candidates in the communal elections, introducing limits for individual subjects of election. Exceeding these limits is to be penalised.
40. This amendment at the same time harmonises national right to establish political parties and be member of a political party with Article 22 of the EU Treaty, stipulating in its section 1 that: "Every Union citizen with permanent residence in a Member State other than the Member State whose nationals they are is entitled to vote and be elected to local self-governing bodies in the country of their permanent residence under conditions equal to the conditions for the nationals of the country“. For that reason the act also allows for establishment of a political party by nationals of other EU countries with permanent residence in Slovakia who can also become members of an existing political party in Slovakia 
41. The act further establishes a new institute of transparent accounts. Transparent accounts is a product provided by the banks and allowing the account keeper to permit anybody (the public) to get acquainted with the content of the account. The important principle is that any electoral campaign may only be financed from a transparent account. These rules will at the same time contribute to a more effective control and allow the voters to learn not only about the programmes of the candidates but also about their financing, i.e. support by other private individuals. 
Culture, Education including Roma and Foreigners
42. An important step towards implementation of the right to culture for people threatened with poverty and social exclusion is represented by Act no 434/2010 Coll., on provision of subsidies by the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter “Ministry of Culture”). Pursuant thereto the Ministry of Culture can provide a subsidy from the state budget chapter in the current budget year inter alia for cultural activities of persons with disabilities or otherwise disadvantaged population groups. On the basis of this act the subsidy programme Culture for Disadvantaged Population Groups was defined. The subsidy programme Culture for Disadvantaged Population Groups is currently an established and stable instrument of financing allowing for implementation and development of the right to culture of the vulnerable population groups. The programme also helps fulfilment of the liabilities of the Ministry of Culture following from the anti-discrimination act. 
43. Implementation of accessibility of culture in formats comprehensible for persons with handicap is subsidised from the subsidy system of the Ministry of Culture with focus on support of projects of museum and galleries in the area of making their exhibitions accessible to persons with handicap (video- and audio-guides, touch lines etc.). Various innovative projects have also been supported: Cinema for the blind, theatre performances in body language, audio comments to Slovak films, theatre for the blind called Zrakáč, theatre for mentally handicapped - Divadlo z pasáže, theatre for the deaf - Tiché iskry, Festival for the deaf, various competitions, festivals and salons, workshops, conferences, seminars, establishment of archives for the deaf, period and non-periodic publications for the blind etc.
44. Resolution of the Government no 147 of 4 April 2013 adopted the Strategy for Development of Museums and Galleries of Slovakia by 2018, with integrated recommendations for increase of accessibility to culture for people threatened with poverty and social exclusion (people with disabilities and disadvantaged population groups). The Strategy for Development of Museums and Galleries by 2018 uses various instruments to define the framework for activities expected to substantially improve access to exhibitions of museums and galleries for persons with disabilities, seniors and socially disadvantaged groups. 
45. The Ministry of Culture created space in the evaluated period for support of equality of opportunities and increase of accessibility of culture to marginalised groups by means of removal of barriers from cultural institution – in particular represented by free admission to cultural institutions every first Sunday of the month. In 2013 the activity already engaged four ministerial institutions: The Slovak National Gallery, the Slovak National Museum, and the Museum of the Slovak National Uprising and the Slovak Technical Museum. The initiative was continued in 2014. The Slovak National Gallery was accessible free of charge to anybody all year round in 2014 in the context of increase of accessibility of cultural institutions. 
46. As for language education of foreigners, in 2013 the Contract between the Ministry of Education and Comenius University in Bratislava was executed for assurance of establishment of the educational programme entitled Slovak as a second language. In 2013 the centre Studia Academica Slovaca received a subsidy for the programme implementation in the amount of € 185,000. The following is being implemented in compliance with the contract:
a) Education of foreign students interested in learning Slovak in language courses of "Slovak as a foreign language" in the form of day, evening and individual mural and extramural courses. In the summer semester of 2012/2013 the "Slovak as a foreign language" language course was attended by 105 students. E-learning course in Slovak A1 and A2 – in the course of academic year 2012/2013 100 new applicants were registered.
b) Editorial activities - preparation and publication of study materials and handbooks for students, in 2013 - miscellany of the Studia Academica Slovaca 42, preparation of publication of the Krížom-krážom (Criss-cross) textbookB2.
c) Between 4 and 24 August 2013 the 49th year of the Summer School of Slovak Language and Culture was organised by Studia Academica Slovaca for foreign students interested in the Slovak language and life and institutions, attended by 154 attendees from 26 countries.
d) Issue of certificates of linguistic competence.
47. The Centre of Further Education of Comenius University in Bratislava provides day and evening courses in Slovak language and culture, with 255 attendees in the summer term of 2012/2013. In 2013 scholarship of the Government was granted to 118 foreign applicants for university courses at Slovak public schools, of which 48 scholarships were granted to students from developing countries and 70 scholarships to students - Slovaks living abroad.
48. By adoption of the Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council no 2011/95/EU on standards for the qualification of third-country nationals or stateless persons as beneficiaries of international protection, for a uniform status for refugees or for persons eligible for subsidiary protection, and for the content of the protection granted transposition liability was constituted for Slovakia entailing preparation of a mechanism of recognition of education in the case of non-existence of documentary evidence of the education. 
49. Slovakia transposed the directive by amendment of Act no 293/2007 Coll., on recognition of professional credentials, as amended, with effect as of 1 December 2013. The current national legislation thus allows applicants with granted international protection, i.e. asylum seekers and applicants with additional protection, leaving the country of origin without the possibility to take with them documents of their education, to have their previous education tested and assessed even without submission of the relevant credentials. Testing and assessment of education is performed on the basis of written application of the applicant with international protection including, in addition to the basic identification data of the applicant, also substantial information about the acquired education. The Ministry of Education at the competent authority assesses the application and allocates a school to the applicant to perform the test of the applicant´s knowledge according to the applicant´s level of education. This means establishment of a mechanism allowing for streamlining of the system of verification of education of persons with international protection without documentary evidence of the education available. 
50. The question of education of Roma children has also been addressed by the ombudsman. In 2013 the ombudsman investigated application and execution of the right to education of the members of Roma national minority with a focus on access to education and inclusion of the children into pre-school preparation and school education and education in mother tongue. The research found out that placement of a pupil in the category of pupils with special educational needs for the reason of social disadvantage represents the pupil´s permanent connection with exclusive education in a special class. Pursuant to the opinion of the ombudsman most pupils from the socially disadvantaged environment are excluded from continued education at secondary schools for the reason of their social origin. In connection with education of Roma children in their mother tongue in addition to the official language she stated lack of preparedness of the school and insufficient conditions for education provision in the Romani language. Despite the measured adopted by the state authorities she raised a suspicion of continuing indirect segregation of Roma children in the education system. The ombudsman submitted to the National Council recommendations for creation of legislative conditions, inter alia for access to all levels of education for children with special educational needs, assurance of free pre-school preparation in the official language, and if required by their interest also in their mother tongue, free use of all teaching aids by children from socially disadvantaged environment and assurance of a sufficient number of assistant teachers et every school. The proposed recommendations have not been implemented yet. 
51. The ombudsman continued with her research also in 2014 with a focus on how children are diagnosed before their placement in the educational system, on transfers of pupils in the course of the education, and access to education and readiness for work with children in their mother tongue. On the basis of the research results the ombudsman stated that the ban of discrimination was being violated and personal rights of children for protection and the principle of the best interest of the child were not always complied with. In relation to Roma children she concluded that there was no difference in treatment in the context of diagnosing capability to learn between majority pupils and Roma pupils coming from socially disadvantaged environment. The result is inclusion in education outside the mainstream education. The ombudsman addressed to the Ministry of Education more particular recommendations concerning cancellation of variant A in special schools for pupils with light mental disorder, diagnosing of children and use of methods considering abilities of children coming from socially disadvantaged environment of marginalised Roma communities; implementation of the guideline of the Ministry of Education on methodology of diagnostic examinations, systematic checks of rediagnosing in zero grades and creation of a state programme focused on leisure time activities of poor children. The ombudsman stated that the measures proposed by her have not yet been implemented.
52. The Centre was also involved in the issues of segregation of Roma children at schools and placement of children in special classes designed for children with mental disorders. The issues were addressed in the reports of the Centre on compliance with human rights principles including the principle of equal treatment and rights of the child in Slovakia for years 2012 and 2013. In this context the Centre issued numerous recommendations, such as to adopt an effective measure for prevention of discrimination of children by establishment of special classes for Roma children and to reassess the tests used for the child diagnosing to prevent incorrect placement of Roma children to special schools or pay more attention in the course of the diagnosing to distinguishing social retardation from mental retardation, as well as to introduce compulsory pre-school education for all children.
Combating raciallly motivated violence and discrimination
53. The ombudsman has recently also been engaged in settlement of race-motivated attacks. In 2013 she responded to information about alleged violation of fundamental rights and liabilities of citizens of Moldava nad Bodvou, inhabiting the Budulovska settlement– members of a marginalised Roma community - apparently accompanying police intervention of 19 June 2013.
54. Following investigation of the information the ombudsman came to the conclusion that the police intervention was not inevitable in the democratic and legal state of Slovakia and that it should not have been commenced at all. The ombudsman also concluded that the police procedure represented violation of fundamental rights and liberties of an indefinite number of persons who were present on the spot at the time of the police intervention and persons who were arrested and kept at the police station. The ombudsman informed the President of the Police Force of about the found facts, requesting adoption of particular measures, including but not limited to provision of a camera recording of the intervention with assumed use of enforcing measures, establishment of monitoring of all rooms where the arrested and the detained are treated, introduction of immediate attention to persons brought to the station for the purpose of identity documentation and drawing appropriate conclusions from the police intervention at Moldava nad Bodvou.
55. According to the words of the ombudsman the Presidium of the Police Force sent their standpoint to her notification but did not inform about adoption of any of the measures. That is why the ombudsman addressed the higher level authority - the Ministry of Interior. The Ministry of Interior responded with standpoints which the ombudsman did not agree with.
56. The Centre implements activities focused on combating discrimination, elimination of stereotypes and general negative attitudes. In this context the Centre is active in the area of education on human rights and principles of equal treatment. The target groups of the educational activities of the Centre are pupils of elementary schools and students of secondary and higher education schools. These groups are joined in the individual years by adult groups, such as representatives of seniors, police - office of criminal police, department of extremism and audience violence, staff of labour offices, offices of social and family matters, employees of the employment inspectorates, representatives of trade unions, members of the Prison and Court Guard etc. 
57. One of the models of educational activities of the Centre for elementary and secondary school pupils until 2012 was the "Non-Discrimination Club". The purpose of the activity was natural introduction of issues of human rights and non-discrimination to secondary school students through films, games and controlled discussions between the students and experts in this area. The meetings with students focused on positive influencing their attitudes to the questions of discrimination, racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism. In the school year 2012/2013 the Centre created a standard portfolio of educational activities divided into 5 themes. Every theme is offered in different variants depending on the time demand, with more time demanding activities traditionally connected with the original non-discrimination club (group games, discussions, film shows).
58. The "offer list" was compiled by the Centre on the basis of experience of the previous years even though the requirements of the individual schools differed greatly. Every school can choose from five themes including human rights, non-discrimination, gender equality, holocaust and rights of the child. Especially the non-discrimination theme addresses the issues of stereotypes, reasons for discrimination, its forms, prevention etc. In this context the lecturers also speak about stereotypes related to the Roma community. In 2014 the Centre added "extremism" to these themes, also addressing issues of manifestations of intolerance towards the Roma minority. Many schools showed interest in more than one theme in the course of a single school year.
59. The Centre very positively perceives the change of legislation in the form of the amended anti-discrimination act with effect as of 1 April 2013. The amendment extended the bodies authorised to adopt temporary balancing measures not only by the national but also by the self-governing bodies as well as municipalities, districts, regions and private legal entities. The amended act also extended the reasons of disadvantaging of persons not only for age and handicap (like in the period 2008 - 2013), but also for racial or ethnic origin, nationality or ethnic minority affiliation or gender. 
60. Despite the relatively long existence of the institute of temporary balancing measures the Centre states that most public administrative authorities and nearly all addressed private legal entities still very marginally implement the temporary balancing measures. The legislative change resulted in a major extension of the eligible beneficiaries, introduced new addressees (racial, ethnic origin, nationality, gender), and increased level of accuracy of the demonstrative calculation (the word "including but not limited to" remains). On the other hand there is the facultative nature of their deployment, zero practice and low numbers of good examples from abroad, no support- motivation, methodologies, and available information for new eligible beneficiaries. This is a preliminary balance by the Centre of the current legislation for the temporary balancing measures after the amended non-discrimination act came to legal force. The extension is a desirable solution which however only creates the underlying legislative conditions. An equally important factor of implementation of temporary balancing measures is motivation of the eligible beneficiaries. The Centre considers important intensive information about all eligible beneficiaries, about the purpose, assets and advantages of the temporary balancing measures as well as liabilities connected with their implementation.
61. For the relevant public administrative authority or legal entity to be able to adopt a measure that might be classified as a temporary balancing measure in the sense of the anti-discrimination act, all of the below conditions must be fulfilled at the same time: 
a) Existence of documented inequality,
b) The purpose of the measure is to reduce or eliminate the inequality,
c) The measures may only be applied until remedy of the inequality leading to their adoption,
d) Specific balancing measures may only be adopted in the areas stipulated by the anti-discrimination legislation.
e) In the period from adoption of a temporary balancing measure until its closing the body adopting the measure is liable to monitor, evaluate and publish its results and report to the Centre. The monitoring and evaluation activities of the relevant bodies aim at justification of further continuation of the measure, summarisation of its positive results or on the contrary their lack or complete absence. 

62. Pursuant to § 10 (17) Act no 596/2003 Coll., on State Administration in Education and Self-government of Schools the departments of education of district councils in the country capitals in cooperation with self-governing bodies organise and finance language courses for children of foreigners with permit for stay in Slovakia. The framework of the education is defined by the State Education Programme. The State programme is the starting point for the educational programmes of the individual schools also reflecting specific conditions and needs of the region. The State Education Programme is published for the individual levels of education by the Ministry of Education.
63. The following materials have been issued and are available on the website of the State Pedagogical Institute for education of children of foreigners:
a) Curriculum of Slovak life and institutions for children of foreigners in Slovakia - intermediate level (course)
b) Methodological recommendations for Slovak language teaching in elementary and extended language course of the national language for children of foreigners
c) Syllabuses for elementary and extended language course of the national language for children of foreigners
d) Teaching plan for elementary and extended language course of the national language for children of foreigners
e) Children of foreigners in the educational process with regard to compliance with human rights principles and rights of children
f) Language course and methodological recommendations - language course of the national language for children of foreigners in Slovakia.
64. The Government takes measures for facilitation of integration of foreigners by providing access to university education. Act no 131/2002 Coll., on Higher Education Institutions and on amendment to certain other acts, as amended, stipulates that anybody is entitled to take a university course in the subject selected on condition of fulfilment of basic conditions for admission and other conditions stipulated by the university. The act does not distinguish between citizens of Slovakia, other EU Member State and third country citizens. The latest amendment of this act stipulates conditions of school fee payment for foreigners. In the case of programmes in the national language their free of charge provision in the given form and their standard length to foreigners was stipulated as part of the efforts for internationalisation of higher education. This measure is expected to positively affect migration, foreign Slovaks and dissemination of Slovak culture. This measure should also positively affect future economic bonds after return of the foreigners acquiring their education in Slovakia to their countries of origin.
65. The Ministry of Education issued in 2011 Methodological guideline no 48/2011 for acceptance of foreigners in research and development jobs. On the basis of this guideline the Ministry grants permit to the research and development institutions to accept foreigners who are not EU nationals or nationals of another party to the EEA and Swiss Confederation Convention for performance of research and development tasks for the definite period of 5 years. As of September 2013 the Ministry issued 30 of these permits. The list of institutions permitted to accept foreigners for research and development tasks is periodically updated and published at the Central Information Portal for Science, Technology and Innovation:
(https://www.vedatechnika.sk/SK/Documents/Aktualne%20informacie/Zoznam_organizacii_s_povolenim_k_16_8_2013.pdf).

66. Prevention of xenophobia and elimination of prejudices and stereotypes is also assisted by activities of cultural and research organisations, including the University Library in Bratislava, the Slovak National Library in Martin, the State Scientific Libraries (Banská Bystrica, Prešov, Košice), implementing acquisition activities, providing services of lending libraries, literature searches, organising book exhibitions related to the theme, and discussions with students about the issue of migration. Certain tasks in the area in question are also fulfilled in the context of their basic mission of cultivation of relations to culture and society also by the Slovak National Gallery organising periodic interactive workshops for children of foreigners and informal educational activities informing about Slovak art for foreigners living in Slovakia.
67. For several years the University Library in Bratislava with support from the representative bodies of Slovakia has organised a programme entitled Remote Close Destinies in the context of which different nations introduce their national culture, traditions and customs. This project pays increase attention to intercultural dialogue by application of the ideas of cross-culture understanding and mutual respect for cultural diversity. Emphasis on the issues of migration and integration of foreigners was laid by the Globals & Locals in creative dialogue project - in the context of the final stage of the two-year European programme Advisory service for migrants and repatriates with contributions by representatives of partner institutions from the Netherlands, Greece, Cyprus, UK and the Czech Republic.
68. On the basis of Act no 535/2003 Coll. on Compulsory Copies of Periodicals, Non-periodic Publications and Copies of audio visual works, the library has accumulated national production of books and periodicals including themes like combat against extremism, all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other manifestations of intolerance as well as publications from the fields of law pedagogy, psychology and sociology. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO has continued cooperation with associated schools in Slovakia, organising discussions and lectures for secondary school students including on the themes of human rights of migrants and consequences of xenophobia and intolerance. The Centre of Folk Art organises periodic School of Crafts – workshops for foreign students of secondary schools arriving in the context of the cultural exchange programmes to selected grammar schools – and workshops for elementary schools. 
National Minorities

69. This Committee also performs the role of the advisory body in matters of participation of members of national minorities and ethnic groups in resolution of matters concerning national minorities and ethnic groups in the sense of the Constitution.
70. All 13 national minorities are represented in the Committee for National Minorities (Hungarian, Roma, Ruthenian, Czech, Ukrainian, German, Polish, Moravian, Russian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Jewish and Serbian). This Committee consists of 5 representatives of the Hungarian minority, 4 representatives of the Roma minority, 2 representatives of the Czech minority, 2 representatives of the Ruthenian minority, 2 representatives of the Ukrainian minority and 1 representative of each of the German, Polish, Moravian, Russian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Jewish and Serbian minorities. 
71. In the area of its responsibility the Committee for National Minorities mainly provides the Council for Human Rights with suggestions for increase of the level of support, protection and respect of the rights of persons belonging to national minorities, contributing to reports for the control mechanisms of international treaties on human rights and rights of persons belonging to national minorities and preparing annual evaluation reports on support for cultures, education and use of languages of national minorities, submitted to the Council for Human Rights. 
A significant instrument of direct support for cultures and languages of national minorities as well as education on their rights is the subsidy programme Culture of National Minorities (hereinafter "Subsidy programme CNM") guaranteed by the plenipotentiary. Pursuant to the Subsidy Act the subsidies are provided for support of preservation, expression, protection and development of identity and cultural values of national minorities, education to these rights of the members of the minorities, support of inter-ethnic and intercultural dialogue and understanding between the majority and the minority nations and ethnic groups in the country. 
72. The evaluation process of the subsidy programme of CNM is governed by the relevant legislation stipulating details of composition, decision-making, organisation of work and procedures of the Commission in evaluation of the applications for subsidies and the criteria for evaluation of the applications for subsidies. With the aim to increase transparency of the process of subsidy allocation rules of allocation of funds in the context of the subsidy programme of CNM were formulated in November 2013. The fixed part was specified to be 8 % of the total allocation equal for every national minority and not lower than € 25,000. The amount of the allocation for a sub-programme of multicultural and inter-ethnic activity amounts to 6 % of the total allocation. The variable part of the subsidy is divided among the national minorities pursuant to the following criteria:
a) K1 – number of registered members of the minority (from the table Population of Slovakia by nationality of the current census) with the weight of 45 %,
b) K2 – existence of the parent country with the weight of 5 % (the members of the temporary working group have agreed that non-existence of the parent country applies to Roma and Ruthenian minorities),
c) K3 – number of registered members of the minority for whom the minority language is the mother tongue (from the table Population of Slovakia by mother tongue of the current census) with the weight of 50 %.
The calculation of the amount of subsidy for a national minority is further based on the difference of the sum of the funds allocated to the minority in the past three years, which may not be lower than the minimum coefficient and higher than the maximum coefficient specified in the limits defined in the mathematical model. The method of allocation of funds in the context of the CNM programme for the following period is therefore defined by a mathematical model of calculation of funds to be allocated to a national minority.
73. With regard to institutional guarantee of use of minority languages in Slovakia and its current development in the monitored period it is necessary to provide information about activities and procedures of the individual subjects active in the given area. The Office of the Slovak Government executes powers pursuant to Act no 184/1999 Coll. on Use of Minority Languages, as amended, stipulating liabilities in the area of use of minority languages for local governments, self-governing bodies and legal entities established by the local governments in the municipalities stipulated by law as well as for the Office of the Government itself.
74. The Office of the Government also provides professional and methodological assistance to bodies of public administration as well as organisational units of security and rescue corps in execution of this act. Administrative offences in the area of use of minority languages are settled by the Office of the Government. In 2013 the Office of the Government received 37 submissions according to the Act on Use of Minority Languages. Most of the submissions concerned violations of the Act on Use of Minority Languages stipulating that on the municipal level information concerning threat to life, health, safety or property of citizens of Slovakia must be displayed on a visible and accessible place in the official as well as the local minority language. The reported violations were remedied. In 2014 no submissions of this kind were received.
75. The Ministry of Culture implemented within the framework of its subsidy system cultural activities for support of children and youth living in marginalised Roma communities (to support the process of social inclusion through cultural mechanisms). The subsidies were provided to projects of systematic work with children and youth directly in the Romany settlements creating a chance for inclusion in the majority society. In this area the Ministry of Culture has established long-term cooperation with Catholic church at Lomnička (for the purpose of the project of Cultural and Religious Activities for Roma Children and Youth at Lomnička, developing aesthetic - stage, art, music feeling and social skills of the children, as well as the project Romany String at Large – of the civic association Láčho Drom, Kokava nad Rimavicou, supporting musical talents in children from the Romany settlements for their easier inclusion in the society).
76. Initiative for support of availability of information about the life and culture of the Roma national minority is implemented by the National Scientific Library in Prešov. It is a project in the context of OPIS – Operation Programme Information Society (EU funds) - Documentation and information centre of Roma culture (project period: from 23 February 2012 - with extension to year 2014). The purpose of the Documentation and Information Centre of Romany Culture is accumulation of complex information about Romani culture, history, language and other areas of the life of the Roma community in one place. This will create a single access to the needed and required information and all related to Roma and a new view of the Roma culture as a legitimate part of the European cultural heritage. For basic information visit: http://www.svkpo.sk/sk/narodny-projekt/.
77. Under the Slovak National Museum, the supreme national collection building, research and science and culture and education institution active in the area of museum activities established, operated and paid by the Ministry of Culture, eight specialised museums research on and document history and development of material and spiritual culture of national minorities and ethnic groups: Museum of Jewish Culture, Museum of Culture of Carpathian Germans, Museum of Culture of Hungarians in Slovakia, Museum of Ukrainian Culture, Museum of Ruthenian Culture, Museum of Culture of Croatians in Slovakia, Museum of Culture of Czechs in Slovakia and Museum of Roma Culture in Slovakia.
In the context of its powers and responsibilities the Committee for National Minorities and Ethnic Groups mainly:
a) Provides suggestions for increase of the level of support and protection of the national minorities and protection of their rights in compliance with the Constitution, international liabilities of Slovakia and legislative and other generally binding regulations;
b) Assists in preparation of reports for control mechanisms of international treaties in the area of human rights and rights of person belonging to national minorities;
c) Prepares for the of the Government for Human Rights (Council) proposals of individual and systemic measures for improvement of protection of rights of members of national minorities living in Slovakia;
d) Prepares for the Council proposals of standpoints and resolutions to bills, generally binding legislation and internal bylaws as well as governmental, ministerial and other measures of non-legislative nature that might impact protection and application of rights of national minorities; the resolution proposals are presented at the meetings of the Council by a representative of the Committee;
e) Annual preparation of an evaluation report on support for cultures of national minorities, on the condition of the national education system and use of languages of the national minorities, submitted for approval to the Council.
The activities of the Committee are governed by various principles. Above all, the voting right in the Committee is only held by the representatives of the national minorities and the chairman of the Committee on the basis of the principle of one minority = one vote. Representatives of the national minorities in the Committee are elected by the minority organisations and addressing any issue of a particular national minority without presence of its representative at the meeting is not allowed. The Committee also includes representatives of the central state administrative bodies but without voting right.
In July 2012 the position of plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for national minorities was established as the advisory body of the Government for matters of national minorities. The plenipotentiary or the person authorised to act in his name fulfils tasks within the scope of his statute in the area of preservation, development and support of rights of members of national minorities, implementing systemic measures for improvement of position of national minority members in the society. The main tasks of the plenipotentiary include monitoring, analysing and evaluating compliance with the rights of national minorities by the state administrative authorities, local self-governing bodies and other competent subjects. In this context the plenipotentiary submits to the Government annual reports on the position and rights of members of national minorities. 
� The absolute gender difference is given in percentages (p. b.), unless otherwise specified. 


� The data for 2014 cover the period untill the end of October 2014.
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