[bookmark: _Hlk59028251][image: Text

Description automatically generated with low confidence]

[bookmark: _GoBack]China Human Rights Lawyers Concern Group’s (CHRLCG) Submission to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on Recommendation of the List of Issues related to the Nineth Periodic Report of the People’s Republic of China at the Pre-Sessional Working Group Meeting of the Committee’s 80th Session

As stipulated in the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), State parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social, economic and cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure the full development and advancement of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men. In order that the Committee can fully assess the ability for Covenant rights to be protected in law and defended in courts, China Human Rights Lawyers Concern Group has prepared the following suggested list of issues for the Committee to consider. 

Article 2

This section responds to paragraphs 12-13 of the State party report (CEDAW/C/CHN/9) and follows up on concerns expressed by the Committee in its 2014 Concluding Observations (CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/7-8) in paragraph 10, where it is noted that the Convention does not appear to have ever been invoked in a court of law. 

Please provide information on judicial cases involving discrimination against women, including the number of verdicts citing the Convention and its proportion in the total number of such cases in Chinese courts. 

Please provide information on the number of cases brought to court or raised through other dispute resolution mechanisms in which the Convention has been invoked.

Please provide information on whether lawyers who referred to the Convention in their defense statements were disrupted or interrupted in court, and whether there is a policy of ensuring that those statements can be accessed publicly. 

Please provide further details on the role that the courts play in upholding international human rights frameworks, including United Nations human rights framework, as valid grounds of litigation. Please provide details and statistics on how the courts cite these international human rights standards in judgements.

In its 2011 and 2014 Concluding Observations para 11, the Committee encourages the State party to ensure that the Convention, the Committee’s general recommendations and related domestic legislation are made an integral part of the legal education and training of judicial officers, including judges, lawyers and prosecutors, and to ensure that, in particular, judges and officers of the special courts and tribunals are familiar with the Convention and the State party’s obligations thereunder. 

Please provide details, including statistics and demographic information about participants and content, for any trainings carried out to improve the understanding of relevant human rights frameworks, including the UN human rights framework and specifically the Convention, for the following groups:
-	Judicial personnel
-	Judges
-	Lawyers’ associations
-	Lawyers and public prosecutors

Please provide further details on the number of successful cases, since the last review, where international human rights frameworks, including United Nation’s human rights framework, were invoked to challenge decisions or measures, including administrative, civil and criminal measures, against Chinese activists and lawyers. 

In 2014 Concluding Observations, the Committee recalls on paragraph 14 of its 2006 concluding observations (CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/6, paragraph 11) and remains concerned about reports of women’s limited access to legal remedies. The Committee is also concerned about reports of political interference in the judiciary, which affects the consideration and outcomes of cases, particularly those concerning land disputes involving women.

Please provide information what remedies and compensation women can avail themselves of.

Article 11

This section responds to paragraph 29 of the State party report (CEDAW/C/CHN/9). It is stated in paragraph 29 of the State party report that women’s human rights, social rights and political rights are protected. 

This section also considers concerns expressed by the Committee in its 2014 Concluding Observations (CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/7-8) in paragraphs 14, and follow-up letter sent to the State party (DB/follow-up/China/67) which concern women’s access to justice.

CHRLCG has seen female lawyers being disqualified because of their exercise and support of human rights. Please provide updated number of female lawyers who have their legal practice license disqualified or revoked. 

Please provide information as to whether female lawyers can dispute the decision of disqualification or revocation of legal practice license. Please provide the number of successful cases where female lawyers could successfully overrule the proposed decision. 

CHRLCG has seen female spouses of numerous lawyers and human rights defenders (HRDs) being barred from visiting their detained or imprisoned partner or attending their trials.  Meeting detained or imprisoned partners or attending their trials is a form of social rights. Please provide valid legal ground for barring female spouses from meeting their partners in aforementioned situations. 

Please provide information as to whether these female activists and female spouses could dispute the authorities’ decision of not allowing them to meet their partners in aforementioned situations. If so, please provide the number of successful cases. 

CHRLCG has seen female activist and female spouses of numerous lawyers and human rights defenders (HRDs) being barred from attending human rights related activities, including the UN International Human Rights Day. Female has the political right to participate in human rights related activities. Please provide valid legal ground for barring female activists and female spouses from attending those activities. 

Please provide information as to whether these female activists and female spouses could dispute the authorities’ act of not allowing them to attend human rights related activities. If so, please provide the number of successful cases. 

Article 17

This section responds to paragraph 83 of the State party report (CEDAW/C/CHN/9) and follows up on concerns expressed by the Committee in its 2014 Concluding Observations (CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/7-8) in paragraph 10 which concerns representation of female in political and public life.

Please provide information as to the current proportion of female judges in the courts.   

Please provide information as to the current proportion of female legal officers in Justice Department. 

Please provide information as to the current proportion of female members and the ratio of them holding senior and management positions in the All China Lawyers Association.

Please provide information as to the proportion of female candidates in the judicial exams in the last 5 years.
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