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Honorable Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
And all the participants who have joined us for this Consideration, 

As a member of the delegation of the Republic of Korea, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to the UN Committee on the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for your precious time and hard work for the Consideration of the Combined Second and Third Periodic Report of the Republic of Korea.  

I would also like to express my sincerest appreciation to the NGOs, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) and distinguished guests from home and abroad for staying with us until the end with such strong interest in our Consideration. 
 
Since the Convention entered into force domestically in January 2009, the Korean government has exerted great efforts to improve the rights of persons with disabilities across all realms of society over the last 13 years. 

Though various achievements have been made, it has been a truly meaningful time indeed for us to realize that there are still more things to be done despite these achievements. 

On that note, I thank Committee members for your constructive observations for the Republic of Korea to be able to have additional improvements and efforts forward, in order to fully protect and realize the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The Korean delegation views that recommendations to be put forward by the Committee upon this Consideration, will lay the foundation for steering the efforts made thus far by the Korean government in a better direction. We will make sure to conduct a thorough review.

In particular, to implement the major points to the greatest extent possible, the government will reflect them in the Comprehensive Policy Plans for Persons with Disabilities, which is the most fundamental national action plan of the Republic of Korea for persons with disabilities.

True that immediate changes are hard to come by due to social structural limitations, but we will nonetheless drive efforts to bring gradual changes therein to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. 

In the coming months and years, we ask the members of the Committee for your continued interest and partnership for Korea’s policies for persons with disabilities.  

The Korean government will engage in continued discussion and cooperation also with domestic NGOs and the NHRCK for the implementation of the Convention. 

On behalf of government of the Republic of Korea, I would like to thank once again the Committee members for sparing no effort to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities around the world. 

Thank you.

