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Introduction

”Nous, Enfants” (We, Children) is the “Youth/Children” branch of the association Juristes pour l’enfance.
Juristes pour l’enfance (JPE) is a non-political Association (NGO), gathering lawyers and people involved with children, willing to dedicate their expertise to serve defending children’s rights. JPE benefits from the status of consultant with the UN Economic and Social Council.
The group “Nous, Enfants” is composed of teenagers under 18, wishing to express themselves and to discuss with other children on the social projects in France, in particular on bioethics, school, view on the family and education to emotional life and sexuality, etc.
They consider that they must be heard, more particularly on the topics that they consider as crucial as they bear important consequences for the world of tomorrow and as young people are the ones who will have to live in a world that would have been partly defined by the laws enacted today. 
The group’s young people endeavor to inform on the children’s rights, to give a space for expression to other children and young people, to train themselves in order to participate in defending the children’s rights, in particular in all the fields where the interests of the adults seem to predominate and wipe out the best interest of the child.
The group’s young people meet to debate, through the modern communication means (Zoom, teams, WhatsApp etc.).
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During spring 2020, they elaborated a first report from the answers given in a questionnaire called “You, child, express yourself!” that they had conceived in order to consult an important number of children, in an anonymous way, through the social networks.
They later on continued their discussions.
In 2021, the young people required to be allowed to discuss with a member of the CRC.  During September 2021, Anna (15) and Victor (17) have been very happy to discuss via zoom with Suzanne Aho Assouma to debate with her on three topics that have been chose by the young people’s group: surrogacy, the issue of pornography for children and young people, freedom of opinion and speech including at school. 
Anna and Victor also expressed their deception and questioning as the young people noticed that the issues addressed in their report have not been inserted in the LOIPR sent by the CRC to the French State.
Suzanne Aho Assouma took time to listen to them and agreed to dialog quite some time with the children, which they particularly appreciated. 

Such discussion gave them high spirit to prepare a new report answering to the French State’s one.  They decided to take only the three topics they discussed with Mrs Aho Assouma.
Supervised by a young trainee, student in law, and a lawyer of the association Juristes pour l’enfance, young people have once more discussed on those topics they consider as crucial yet sparsely considered by the adults, regarding the international Convention on the rights of the child. 
From two short questionnaires proposed to them, they reviewed their questions, their disagreements with some society’s models offered, from their point of view.  They shared these questionnaires around them through the digital immediate message applications. This questionnaire was fully anonym, in order to allow the young people to express themselves freely. 
The group Nous, Enfants, was very satisfied with the number of responses as the questionnaire, bearing on delicate issues, requested about 10 minutes for answering.  It needed therefore a real investment of the young people who went to the end of the questionnaire
The group Nous, Enfants then elaborated its report based on the debates and discussions, taking also into account the questionnaire’s results.
Now, children and young people of Nous, Enfants expect impatiently the possibility for one or two of them to be invited to go to Geneva to participate to the debates on the situation of children’s rights in France. 
We, young people, want, by raising our voice in front of the UN Committee on the rights of the child, to be in the defense forefront of the rights of the child: the child’s interest is indeed very often at the back seat behind the adults’ projects, programs and desires, and we wish to express our point of view to allow the child’s interest to be assessed and taken seriously instead of being waved as an empty shell.
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What is pornography? 
We young people discussed on what is pornography.  In a hyper-sexualized society, where the human body’s image, particularly the woman’s one, is often shown in publicities to attract public’s attention, the question arises: what is pornography and why is it dangerous for children? 
We agreed to say that pornography goes beyond a sensual image that can easily be seen in the street or in any advertisement.  For us children, pornography is the production and divulgation of contents (videos, images, etc.) of explicit sexuality, often with violence or degrading scenes for the individual’s dignity. 

Why is pornography dangerous for us? 
We young people say that human sexuality is beautiful because it is inspired by love and respect for the other’s one! In this sense, we want to maintain such magnificent image of the human being, its body, its relationship with others. 
🤔 ☛ Yet we note that pornography runs counter of the sexuality and emotional life as it carries on a non-realistic negative representation of human sexuality. 
🤔 ☛ We believe that such pornographic images create an emotional disparity for young people as they give a false conception of human being and affective relationship. 
🤔 ☛ Human being, as for surrogacy, is shown as merchandise.
🤔 ☛ Life as a couple is completely distorted.  Indeed, it is threatened as the consumption of pornography may be considered as a treason and can break a relationship, tear a family, deeply harm people. 
We young people consider that pornography may lead to addiction, which is serious as it can destroy lives, jobs, families.  It is like a drug that must absolutely be mastered! 

Access to pornography.
We children note that pornography is within our reach, it is very easy to access: it is sufficient to go on the Internet.  Pornographic websites put useless firewalls.  
Often, the pornographic images are shown by young people to other youths. Those youths are therefore confronted prematurely to sexual issues, as they should have been confronted to it only later. 

🤔 ☛ Some prevention on this issue should be addressed to parents. Parents seem to be absolutely not aware of the problem.  Recently, some members of Parliament elaborated a report[footnoteRef:1] on the matter: the public opinion has taken up the issue, yet it is still insufficient. The parents are the first educators of their children, and they don’t seem aware that the era changed!  During their era, to see pornographic images, it was necessary to go to the cinemas, in kiosks, etc.  Nowadays, it is sufficient to have a mobile phone with access to the Internet and that’s all!  [1:  Porno: Hell behind the scenes – Information report from Annick BILLON, Alexandra BORCHIO FONTIMP, Laurence COHEN and Laurence ROSSIGNOL, made for the account of the delegation for women’s rights. n° 900 tome I (2021-2022) – September, 27th, 2022. ] 

🤔 ☛ At the same time, we are not trained to fight such problem, that must be avoided at any cost.  It is not just a question of degree but of absolute value.  Often pornography is considered as something trivial, normal.  In the public schools it is not discussed.  We should be trained and warned.

Pornography and image of the woman in society
We face a great inconsistency of our society, that highlight women’s rights while pornography is the contrary: it deeply deteriorates the woman’s image.  In the same time, we note with concern that the society is hyper sexualized or erotized: films, street advertisements, on the Internet, on the bus-shelters, series, books, mangas.  Often the human beings, in particular women, are shown as merchandises to use-up.  The problem with publicities is that it can’t be controlled or limited. It is everywhere and it is certainly another problem of our society.
🤔 ☛ Public authorities shall fight the hyper sexualization of the society.  It is known that such phenomenon may have negative effects on the psychology of girls and young women as it shows a fully unreal model of feminine body and sexuality. 

Pornography and violence
We children make the link between the consumption of pornography and the violence.  Often the sex offenders are porno consumers.  There should also be more vigilance on the Internet as many child abusers may be found there. 
🤔 ☛ In the same way as our parents do not leave us alone in the street at night, as it is dangerous, there should be more vigilance with the children who have access to the Internet in their room, for instance. 
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Hyper sexualization of society (and in school…) (Image created by a young person of the group)

We present some results and answer to the questions asked to children and young people in the frame of our questionnaire: 

	Percentage of the interrogated children
	Important information 

	85 %
	have already seen pornographic images or videos

	34 %
	say that they saw them due to proposal from friends (it can be noted that the group’s effect is important).  Streaming and social networks come at the head for sites on which they did see them. 

	99 %
	consider it is moderately or very easy to have access to pornography

	58 %
	feel disgust after having seen pornography

	49 %
	feel guilt after having seen pornography

	26 %
	feel sadness after having seen pornography

	24 %
	feel deception after having seen pornography

	75 %
	consider that such images are abnormal 

	68 % 
	consider that such images are chocking 

	43 %
	consider that such images are ugly 

	41 %
	consider that such images are violent 

	85 %
	consider that the access to the websites should mandatory be a paid service, to actually prohibit the access to children 

	75 %
	consider that an identity control should be put to actually prohibit the access to children

	58 % 
	consider that prevention should be made at school to actually prohibit the access to children

	47 % 
	consider that some warnings should be put before the dissemination of images to actually prohibit the access to children




Further, you will find a presentation of an assortment to some answers to the question: do you think that it is right for children to have access to pornography? 
🤔 ☛ 100 % of the consulted children and young people answered “no, it is not right for children to have access to pornography”

“No as children may be traumatized and have a poor image of sexuality and of their own body”

“NO it is very shocking for young people, for me it has been very shocking to know that the access is very easy, it is sufficient to write a false birth date and it is ok. I think it is shockingly easy, just search in the google search bar and it is done, the images unfold”





« No, it is a sexuality distortion, that leads to perceive sexuality only as a personal act, for one’s own pleasure, degrading (the other and myself), based more on pulsion than on a free adhesion fulfilling for each party”






“No it is not right for the children to have access to pornography as it transmits a wrong image of love, their child’s soul may be deeply injured”













Lastly, you will find a presentation of an assortment to some answers to the question “for you, what would be the effects of the diffusion of pornography in society?”: 




“Addiction, disrespect for women, normalization of out of the frame sexuality, standardized aggressivity in the relationships (increase of violence/rapes), unrealistic expecting regarding women and sexual relationship”



“An idealization of sex (sometimes macho) and a lack of young people’ willingness to establish a relationship” 


“Destructive in many respects. The sexual education it brings is inappropriate and ugly; the "actors’ and actresses’” condition raises real ethical concern.  Such business carries so much money that it flouts regulation and human well-being.  Well treatment is totally excluded”.










“It can be a wrong image of women and their body.  It can lead to a need to hyper sexualize woman at any time, to consider her as weak and submissive to all men.  Women may compare themselves to the pornographic stars and be disappointed by their own body (it can be the same for men). Some think it is normal to endure any men’s fantasy, event when they do not like those fantasies at all.  There may be harassment and/or internal sequelae for the persons who have been obliged to participate to a pornographic shooting.  The society has a very perverse side that it endeavors to hide or to normalize, and that may really affect people. The effects of pornography are really negative, even if the majority of people do not necessarily realize it”.













“Violence, sexism, isolation among the family, breakdown ...”


What do we require from French government? 
We children suggest to the CRC to make the following recommendation to France:
• France shall define and enforce effective regulations so that no child may have access to pornographic websites;
• France shall enhance its control system to prevent the young people’s access to such websites; 
• France shall identify the financial interests and webs between pornography, human trafficking, prostitution and sale of children;  
• France shall organize an information policy addressed to young people to inform them upon pornography’s reality and risks and upon the dangers on young people’s health stability. 

G. Education, entertainment and cultural activities: Freedom of thought, conscience and expression (article 14)With a friend, we smoke joints, it was cool
I went to a march for the
     climate

What did you do this weekend?
It’s super! It is important to defend your 
             ideas!!
I went to a 
march for life, but 
I prefer not to say it, or my parents will again be summoned…

Freedom of expression (doesn’t exist) at school… (Image created by a young person of the group)

Freedom of expression at school is an issue for young people. 
For us young people, such right allows us to build our own though, to give our advice, to think together, to take risks in the discussions, to convince others and be convinced without been later on harassed for our convictions. 
🤔 ☛We note that, unfortunately, some risks exist nowadays in France in such field. 

All French children and young people know that, when issuing an opinion, they risk social exclusion and harassment from the other pupils.  The fact to give and advice on a question may lead, for example, to the rejection from a part of the class, which leads to the consequence that one feels alone facing everybody.  We, children, are very sensitive to the other children’s view and the opinion that the group may have about us.  In some courses and some school environment, one may have the impression that there is an absolute truth on some topics and that the dissenting opinions are not allowed: debates seem pre-arranged or oriented.  In such context, a child born from an environment that doesn’t agree to the majority’s advice may feel uneasy, oppressed, judged.  For such children, the risk of feeling or actually being excluded is high.  It is widely known that the risk is higher with the social networks. 

Furthermore, a true discrimination risk is there regarding to the relations with the school and the teachers.  We, young people, have sometimes the impression that the debate is refused in some courses as it is assumed that everybody agrees. 
Ꙭ A young girl witnesses for instance of the situation she had to live: in a course, a theater play was proposed to the pupils. The part she had to play was against her values, it deeply hurt her, but for the teacher there was no problem: he assumed that everybody was at ease with the situation even though the majority of the pupils shared the young girl’s opinion.  He refused at first step to modify the part and the young girl had to have an adult lawyer to intervene, for her fundamental rights to freedom of though and expression to be respected. 
Some issues are discussed in the society and children shall have the right to have their own advice on such issues. 
Ꙭ Another example of feedback in the young people’s group is the one of the tests given for graded exams or event State’s exams.  Very often the pupils have to comment texts that can be qualified as “activist” or partisan, on which they may sometimes disagree.  In such a situation, it is a sort of Cornelian dilemma: either we give our advice, taking the risk to have a bad mark which can be fatal for the diploma, either we obey to the requirement of the exam in betraying our true though and intimate conscience.  Have we therefore no way to express our opinion?
What do we require from French government? 
We children suggest to the CRC to make the following recommendation to France:
• France shall have the principle of neutrality respected at school; 
• France should perform a study to collect young people advice on the neutrality of the teaching they receive at school;
• France shall put an end to the practice of partisan or “activist” teaching at school;
• France shall implement efficient and anonymous mechanisms to allow children to issue an alert in case of infringement of their expression and thought right or in the case of harassment or discrimination for ideological reasons at school. 

[bookmark: _Toc120295876][bookmark: _Toc120092360][bookmark: _Toc120696885]Optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

a) Definition of children’s sexual exploitation in prostitution and of “sale of children” in the penal law. Children’s protection against pornography and child prostitution 

Sale of children
Definition of Surrogacy. We children discussed on the issue of surrogacy and defined it as an “artificial reproduction technique consisting in paying (or not) a woman for her to bear a child that she will deliver to other persons”. 
In our questionnaire that we communicated through the social networks, we required the young people to define surrogacy with their words.  Here are some of their answers: 

“Way to sell a woman’s body for the purpose of creating a child in an unnatural manner”



“It is a process where a woman will bear a child and then give it to other people in consideration of an important amount of money”





“It is bearing the pregnancy without the responsibility linked to the child’s life”


“Have a child and sell it to somebody”






Ukrainian surrogate mothers and France. 
Since the containment and the war in Ukraine, we are very sensitized regarding surrogacy as terrible images circulated showing the true face of this market in this country.  We have seen the images of rooms in which several tens of cradles with babies were arranged side by side, waiting for the purchasers.  We have seen videos issued by the Ukrainian clinics, where children waited so for months, without ever seeing the day’s light nor going outside, with exhausted nurses hired to take care of many babies simultaneously.  We note that it is a market and we read newspapers’ articles saying that French people use to go to Ukraine to procure children.  We have seen that in our country, Ukrainian surrogate mothers have delivered their baby and then returned to their country in war.  In such case, the war made visible the poverty condition and the drama of those women who say that, should they have the choice i.e., the necessary money for a real house and pay their children’s schools or medical care, they would not do it.  War also made visible the reality market of surrogacy, as we could see that what was important for the clinics, was to be able to continue their business, at all risks.  Yet war did not change this market’s reality, that had previously those characteristics.
War also relocated the problem on the French territory.  Yet, we know that in France surrogacy is not legal. 
🤔 ☛ Why are French authorities not reacting to such infringement of the right in our country? 
When we do not respect the rules, at school, in the street, or in the any day’s life, we are punished.  Then why is there no punishment for the adults infringing the law prohibiting surrogacy in France?  Why such injustice?
We note with concern that surrogacy is introduced little by little in France: 
Ꙭ Most of the questioned young people say that they have heard of surrogacy in the medias or social networks (67 %). 
Ꙭ Some young people say they had read in the newspapers that, in Paris, a commercial fair has been organized several times (the Child’s Desire fair), that proposed surrogacy’s offers and caused controversy. 
Ꙭ Other young people have been told that famous and rich persons use surrogacy abroad. 

Broadly speaking, we believe that surrogacy causes problems for two reasons: it is contrary to children’s rights and to women’s rights. 
Surrogacy and children’s rights.   
We young people say that surrogacy is contrary to children’s rights, surrogacy likens the child to a thing that can be disposed of: given, sale, bought, given back if the child does not please to the persons who ordered him/her.  Yet a child is a person, with infinite value and dignity, who should never be likened to a thing (which is called reification or commodification).  To desire a child at all costs renders such child fragile and vulnerable and deprives him/her from his/her origins. 
Nowadays, maybe more than before, we young people need benchmarks to build ourselves.  Sometimes, we hear that surrogacy is similar to adoption, but we protest against such affirmation, and we say it is very different: adoption is designed to give a family to a child that has none, because life is often complex.  In the surrogacy case, there is a whole sophisticated system (legal, commercial, financial, medical) to create a child. 
In the frame of our questionnaire, we raised the following question: “do you believe it is normal that a pregnant woman may give the child she delivered to another person, for monetary consideration?” All answers were negative.  Here are some: 

“I believe the monetary question can be unhealthy and it can be very perturbating for the child later on when he/she will realize that his/her mother is not his/her one and that his/her true mother doesn’t want of him/her”






							“No as a life may not be traded, this would be human trafficking”


“No as a child is not a merchandise”


« No, it’s the child she borne, and a human being has no price! »




Another question has been “for you, is surrogacy a good thing for the children so born?”  Once again, all answers have been negative.  We present you certain answers illustrating our feeling on the situation of the children born through surrogacy: 

“No surrogacy is not a good thing for the children who will bear heavy consequences. Indeed, in the womb of the mother, the child develops an enormous number of things in terms of sensitivity and all in connection with the mother who, during a surrogate pregnancy, is not a mother who loves him/her and takes care of him/her.  And it will not be the same mother after the birth, then I believe the child will keep troubles.  This is thus horrible for children.”








“No, they are born disoriented, not in a natural context and are only goods, with a certain price value”


“No, for me surrogacy is not a good thing for the children so born.  Indeed, maternity begins since the fetus is in the womb and many things are at play in terms of relationship at this moment.  The child knows the voice of his/her mother, her odor, etc.  If this bearing mother is retrieved, the child lives a true abandon, loss of benchmark.”


“No because if they come to be aware of it, they can be destroyed and raise many identity questions”










Consequences for the surrogate’s other children.
Another element regarding the children, that we wanted to study and about which we discussed, is the situation of surrogate’s other children. 

To get more information, we asked the following question in our questionnaire: “How would you feel if your mum was to give the child she is expecting to another family?”.  We placed the young people’s answers in a chart.

	SORROW
	 83 % 

	CONFUSED
	79 %

	DECEIPT
	70 %

	UNCONCERNED 
	8 %

	HAPPY
	0 %




Here is a commentary to the question: 
“How would you feel if your mum was to give the child she is expecting to another family?” 







“Sorrow, it is not the normal situation to wrench a child to his/her mother, the mother gets attached to the child and the child to the mother, and the children to their siblings.  It is not human”



Surrogate mother’s rights. 
We, young people, say that surrogacy is an infringement of the women’s rights.
We know that several feminist groups fight against surrogacy, and we fully agree with them.
Surrogacy consists of requiring the full availability of a woman in the exercise of her job.  Yet no worker in the French employment law is treated as the surrogate women are. 
Furthermore, which woman having financial resources would accept to carry the child of another?  They are poor women: a documentary clearly shows a family mother in Ukraine who doesn’t have the means to pay her rent and agrees then to be surrogate mother as she has other children! It is a very sad situation.  When reading the definition of slavery in international law, one can assimilate the surrogate mother’s situation to the one of a slave, fully dedicated to what is required from her.  In surrogacy, the child but also the women are treated as things. 

In our questionnaire, we raised the following question: “do you think it is normal that somebody may pay a woman for her to bear a child, then deliver the child to somebody else?” All answer were negative, some of them referring to woman’s dignity: 

“No a woman is not a ''machine'' that shall bear life for others”

	
“It is not normal and it is sad for the woman who carried the child as she cannot cultivate friendship with the child”


“No because she gives the fruit of her womb, her offspring.  I compare this to a kind of prostitution as the woman gives her body for money”








Surrogacy and the society that we children want. 
We, young people, also think that surrogacy raises high social problems: toward what society are we leading? In which world will we live when we will be adults? 
🤔 ☛ The one of individualism and money power that may take away human dignity to some persons: children, women, seniors? 
🤔 ☛ We are conscious, for example, that surrogacy may have a eugenic purpose (selection of persons according to their beauty, race, intelligence) that is not innocuous according to history. 
🤔 ☛We are conscious of the great issues of our society, as inclusion of all persons, children’s and women’s rights respect, care to environment.  Surrogacy actually conflicts with a society more respectful and inclusive.  We should respect nature, including human nature: we truly understand the suffering of those persons who want to have children, but it is important not to forget that human being shall never be treated as an object.
🤔 ☛ You have to listen to young people.  Sometimes it is said ‘truth comes from the children’s mouths”.  Well, it is quite right regarding surrogacy.  We do not want of a world where children would be custom-made for monetary consideration.  We do not want to live in a “Brave New World” described by Aldous Huxley (it is a book we have to read at school).

What do we require from the French Government? 
We children suggest to the CRC to make the following recommendation to France:
• France shall sanction people promoting surrogacy on our territory 
• France shall promote a culture respectful of women and children by informing the public on the surrogacy’s reality
• Considering surrogacy’s international character (as seen for the Ukrainian case), France shall promote an international treaty to prohibit surrogacy at the level of European Union or UNO
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