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Maat for Peace’ submission to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances on Ukraine
[bookmark: OLE_LINK76][bookmark: OLE_LINK77]Maat for Peace, Development, and Human Rights submits this report to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances regarding the submission of the State of the Kingdom of Morocco to the review within the framework of the list of issues. The Ukrainian Government signed the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in June 2015 and was obliged to implement all its provisions. Nevertheless, many facts reveal that dozens of persons continue to enforcedly disappear throughout Ukraine and by all parties to the conflict. These persons are taken away from their families, beloved ones and relatives who are eager to know their fate. Hard evidence also stresses the ongoing inaction of the Ukrainian Government and its unwillingness to reveal the fate of persons who have forcibly disappeared during the country's armed conflicts, which began in early 2014. In addition, the international community’s lack of effective action on that file constitutes an opportunity to continue the nightmare of depriving persons of their liberty coupled with the refusal to confess this violation. These people are kept in isolation in unknown locations and the families' desperate attempts to uncover the fate of their missing relatives are all in vain.
No exceptional circumstances shall be invoked to justify enforced disappearance: Article 1 of the Convention
Article 1 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance states that no exceptional circumstance such as the outbreak of war or instability shall be invoked to justify enforced disappearance. However, many studies confirm that Ukraine's Security Service has been involved in forcibly concealing many citizens from accountability and punishment. Not only is this, but none of the citizens found to be forcibly concealed will receive any material or moral compensation. In this regard, armed groups throughout the country have been involved in the abduction and sometimes torture of citizens in secret detention centers. Government groups such as Ukraine's Tornado battalion or armed battalions representing de facto authorities in the Donetsk and Luhansk region in the light of the armed conflicts that erupted in the country, both in 2014 and 2015, and in the beginning of 2022, in the midst of the conflict between the Russian armed forces on the one hand and the Ukrainian on the other. This is after such circumstances have been invoked to carry out this crime extensively.
Meanwhile, during the outbreak of conflicts in Ukraine in 2014 and 2015, as well as at the beginning of 2022, government estimates documented that the Ukrainian security services, especially the Ukrainian Security Service, forcibly disappeared citizens in many secret prisons and even tortured them in some cases. In May 2022, estimates indicated The United Nations recorded 8 cases of enforced disappearance of pro-Russian people in the territories under the control of the Ukrainian authorities[footnoteRef:1]. During 2014 and 2015, the Ukrainian State Security Service worked to hide many people. for example, In April 2015, He spent more than six weeks in captivity. His interrogators tortured him with electric shocks, burned him with cigarettes, and beat him, demanding that he confess to working for Russia-backed separatists[footnoteRef:2]. Such detentions were carried out mostly in places such as the SBU premises in Kramatorsk, Mariupol and Kharkiv, and other locations, including the military bases in Mariupol and Kramatorsk airports.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  الأمم المتحدة تسجل اختفاء 8 أشخاص مؤيدين لروسيا في أوكرانيا، تي ار تي الروسية ، مايو ٢٠٢٢ ، https://bit.ly/3tS7REq]  [2:  "You Don't Exist" Arbitrary Detentions, Enforced Disappearances, and Torture in Eastern Ukraine [EN/UK]. https://bit.ly/3n8IISw]  [3:  ARBITRARYDETENTION, TORTUREANDIL-TREATMENT IN THECONTEXT OFARMEDCONFLICT IN EASTERN UKRAINE. UN Human Rights. https://bit.ly/3OdEC7o] 

Questions
Could the Committee ask the Ukrainian Government to clarify the investigations carried out by the State's judiciary into cases of law enforcement involvement in crimes of enforced concealment of citizens, in the light of the exceptional circumstances being invoked?
Is it possible for the Committee to ask the Government many questions about the fate of persons who have been forcibly disappeared in the light of the country's armed conflicts?
Investigation of Enforced Disappearances: Article 3: 6
Many articles of the Convention stipulate that all measures should be taken to investigate the offenses of enforced disappearance and bring the perpetrators to criminal justice. The forefront of these articles is articles 3, 6 and 7 of the Convention. Although the Ukrainian State Security Service, as well as the Government's armed battalions, have carried out numerous crimes of enforced disappearance between 2014 and 2015. The State judiciary will not reach any significant results in investigating such practices. Accountability for grave violations of enforced disappearance remained elusive and many people have suffered from the prevailing climate of impunity[footnoteRef:4]. According to information documented by various rights estimates, only a small number of State officials were convicted of the crime of enforced disappearance.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Ukraine’s Forgotten Missing and Disappeared. the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP). https://bit.ly/3OnNRSa]  [5:  Preliminary observations of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances at the conclusion of its visit to Ukraine (11-20 June 2018) .  UN Human Rights. https://bit.ly/3QGP88U] 

Questions
Can the Committee request more information from the Ukrainian government on measures taken to ensure that survivors and people who have lost loved ones in the context of enforced disappearances obtain their rights?
Can the Committee ask about the cases and criminal proceedings that have been taken to punish those responsible for the crime of enforced disappearance?
Article 23: on raising awareness on combating the crime of enforced disappearance
Maat for Peace is deeply concerned about the lack of sufficient information about the trainings carried out by the government to provide government employees, especially law enforcement officials, with sufficient awareness and necessary educational information about the phenomenon of enforced disappearance, such training that prevents the phenomenon from recurring.
Questions
Is it possible for the Committee to direct inquiries to the Ukrainian government about its efforts to raise awareness, train and educate regarding enforced disappearances, and to provide society in general and civil servants in particular with adequate training to combat the phenomenon of enforced disappearance?
Article 26: Committee on Enforced Disappearances and on the Implementation of the Agreement
In the context of the disappearance of many people during the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine in 2014 and 2015, as well as in the context of counter-terrorism operations, the government adopted a law on their legal status in 2018, and Article 10 of this law provided for the establishment of the Committee on Missing Persons to take care of their situation. The information about this committee is still tainted by some ambiguity, and its work is not transparent.
Questions
Is it possible for the Committee to direct further inquiries about the work of the Committee on Missing Persons in the Context of Armed Conflict, as well as to mention the members of the Committee?
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