Thank you Mme Chair Professor Degener,
I welcome / join our Chair in welcoming,   Ambassador of Republic of Moldova Mr. Tudor ULIANOVSCHI, also I welcome Head of Delegation Ms. Anastasia OCERETNII, Deputy Minister of Labour, Social Protection and Family, and the very high level delegation of Moldova to the United Nations here in Geneva. 
My very warm welcome also goes to the civil society and disability persons’ organisations of Moldova who are prèsent in this room today with us. My greetings further go to all persons with disabilities in Moldova and worldwide who are watching this constructive dialogue in Geneva live through online streaming.

May I begin my introductory statement by thanking the Government of Republic of Moldova for its initial report and for its response to the Committee's list of issues. May I also warmly thank the civil society organisations from Moldova for their alternative reports and the contributions, for which I could not perform my task. I found reports by organisations of persons with disabilities presenting an excellent view point of what is happening on the ground with respect to persons with disabilities across all the State Party. 

It is my honour to be a special rapporteur for Republic of Moldova. I have a deep respect to this country which had to struggle for its national identity and have proclaimed its independence in 1991, aspiring for democracy and human rights in their country. Since then Moldova has successfully joined the international organizations including United Nations in 1992. It means that Moldova has assumed responsibilities under the human rights treaties and has made its commitment to domesticate the human rights standards into national policies, legislation and practice. 

In 2010, ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Republic of Moldova expresses its will to address the issues related to persons with disabilities in a comprehensive human rights approach.
As a country rapporteur, it is my role to assess progress but also to identify challenges on which the delegation will surely comment during the constructive dialogue.

I must acknowledge efforts of the Government of Moldova initiating changes and reforms with regard of implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities. I would first like to commend Moldova on the Law no. 60 on Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, which was built in line with the Convention, also on the Program for Development of Inclusive Education for 2011-2020, which provides for equal opportunities to all children to quality education. 
The government of Moldova is to be commended on the constructive dialogs and cooperation with the civil society and organisations of persons with disabilities. Cooperation with the civil society is a key point regarding implementation rights of persons with disabilities and it should be strengthened far longer than before: any decision with regard to disability-rights related issue must therefore be made in full cooperation with the civil society.
I also congratulate the Government of Republic of Moldova for inviting to the State party the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities Ms Catalina Devandas-Aguilar in 2015. I truly believe that her observations and recommendations have served to the State party to identify gaps when implementing rights of persons with disabilities, but also to identify vectors for changes. I would like to hear your confirmation about how the recommendations by the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities have been incorporated into national policies and programs.
There are still huge challenges that persons with disabilities face in enjoying their right to live on an equal basis with others in Moldova.  Some of these challenges I would like to spotlight at the beginning of our discussion. 
First, I am very concerned by both medical and charity approaches deeply rooted in the consciousness of general public, but also in the consciousness of public officers, law enforcement institutions staff and mass media, along with medical based determination of disability. Disability is continuously understood as a medical condition, and not as social barriers that impedes to persons having impairments to have an independent and decent life on equal bases with others.  Charity based approach is still very wide-spread in the society and in the decision-making with regard persons with disabilities. The state actors often understand their role as patronizing persons with disabilities, evaluating their capacities, medical based specialists still decides for persons with disabilities instead of taking decisions together with persons with disabilities, considering their expertise and their needs, and together creating opportunities for a free and independent living within the mainstream society. 

This relates with other very concerning issues with regard to rights and personhood of persons with disabilities, so I would like to highlight several of them.
There are more than 3 thousand persons deprived of their personhood or their legal capacity in the Republic of Moldova, and maybe more, we don’t know exact numbers, there is no united data system. Moreover - from 2012 till 2017 only more than 600 people were deprived of their legal capacity – this is namely after ratification of the CRPD! There are no alternative support mechanisms in Moldova for replacement the substitute decision-making guardianship system with a supported decision-making as provided in the General Comment no 1 of the Article 12 of the CRPD.  I should felicitate the decision of the Constitutional Court of 17 November of 2016, revoking provisions of the guardianship law that restrict people’s decision-making rights and access to courts. But at the same time I am concerned that this legislative package is still rooted in the idea of substitute decision-making – the amendments aim at replacing the legal capacity deprivation and guardianship with a “regime of protection”. Behind this we see once again the medical and charity models and not the rights based approach of disability.
Institutionalization and seclusion of children and adults with disabilities is another heavy issue in Moldova. Almost 2,500 children and adults with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities in Moldova still live in segregated residential institutions which are cut off from their community and situated in the far margins of the society. Persons with disabilities, especially those with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, are not provided with alternatives to institutionalisation, which would enable them to live in the community. In the same time, there are numerous reports, which reveal that institutionalisation significantly increases the risk of human rights abuses in residential care institutions also in psychiatric hospitals. 
I commend the Moldavian court having punishing a psychiatrist from Balti 400-bed psychiatric residential institution who was found guilty of several counts of rape against women with disabilities. There we have to recognise once again a discriminatory and abusive nature of living in segregated institution and how fundamental is to unreservedly and definitely close social and mental care institutions and decisively without delay to provide for an inclusive social assistance and independent living. I want to believe this decision of the Moldavian court will be a structural start-up for comprehensive deinstitutionalization movement in Moldova.
I would be grateful as well as my Committee’s colleagues to hear your plans to amend policies, legislation and practices in Moldova to enable persons with disabilities to be supported in a way they can make their own decisions about their own lives and can have independent and dignified life within the inclusive society on equal bases with others.

I believe in the determination by government of Republic of Moldova to domesticate the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities and I look forward to a fruitful constructive dialogue today and tomorrow.

