
Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee.

I would like to begin with offering the Governments apologies on how late the Governments observations regarding the list of issues was returned to the Committee, and stress that this delay does not in any way reflect a lack of interest in the subject on behalf of the Icelandic Government. The delay was due to complications following a change in the structure of Ministries in Iceland that came with a rotation of staff and assignments, and is very unfortunate. 

It is a great honour for us to attend this meeting on behalf of the Government of Iceland. We are grateful for the opportunity to provide the Committe with further information on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

As can be seen in Icelands Third  and Fourth reports, the suggestions and recommendations of the Committee in connection with the Second Report have had a direct impact on measures taken to improve the situation of children in Iceland. 

In the Committees recommendations, the Icelandic government was encouraged to withdraw its declaration to the Convention. To adress this, the Icelandic legal framework was examined to determine in what respect Icelandic legislation would need to be modified in order to fully comply with the Convention. From the examination in was established that the present provisions in the Execution of Sentences Act, do not legally guarantee the separation of juveniles from adults as is provided for in Article 37 c of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Minister of the Interior established a working group of experts to exmine this and suggest solutions in order for Iceland to withdraw the statement of Iceland regarding Article 37 c to the Convention. The suggested solutions from the working group are under consideration within the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministy of Welfare. The solution has to be appropriate for the children in question, who are on an average less than one child a year. Therefore, a complete seperatation from other prisoners could at the same time lead to isolation for the child in question. Icelands aim to withdraw its declaration to the Convention remains an important task for the Government of Iceland.   
As the members of the Committee might be aware of; Iceland faced a financial crisis resulting from the collapse of the banking system in 2008. This resulted in fiscal restraints and various challenges in Icelandic society, such as extensive budget cuts and increased unemployment. The present Government established early 2009 was formed on the specific task to protect the Icelandic Welfare system. With respect to children, the Government has sought to ensure the basic rights of all children, and mild the effect of the financial crisis on the life of children to the fullest extent possible. In this effort, fiscal efforts have been made to strengthen both the health and educational systems as well as specific measures have been taken; such as  free dental care for children from low income households. 

The Government has established an governmental entity, the Welfare Watch, to monitor systematically the social and financial consequences of the economic situation for families and individuals and to propose measures to meet the needs of households. 
It has to be noted that comparative studies have shown that the financial crisis in 2008 has not had an direct negative impact on how children in Iceland feel. It is further reported that in their own words children in Iceland are generally pleased and happy. However, children who were vulnerable before the crisis are considered to be at a higher risk now. A report from the Welfare Watch shows that rate of families with children that were below the low-income target has increased after 2008, which is a grave concern. The statistic shows that single parent families are particularly vulnerable in this group, as 23% of single parents families were below the target in 2007, but had raised to an alarming 30%.
The Government is of the view that it is important to monitor the situation carefully, inter alia with respect to the experience of the impact of a financial crisis from the neighbouring nation Finland. Fighting poverty remains one of the most important tasks for the Government to take on. 
Finally, Mr. Chairman, we would like to express our hope that the information on children´s situation which we have submitted so far, has proven to be satisfactory. We further welcome a constructive dialogue with the Committee on the important topic today. 
Please check against delivery.


