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Madame Chairperson, Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes, 
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Korea, I would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to you, Chairperson, and the members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter called ‘the Committee’) for sparing no effort to promote, protect and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities around the world.  I also congratulate those who are newly elected and reelected this year as members of the Committee.  
As is well-known, the Committee is an indispensable watchdog in monitoring and promoting the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter called ‘CRPD’ or ‘the Convention’). With full respect to the devotion and contribution by the Committee to the rights of people with disabilities, I am greatly honored to deliver an opening statement for the review of the initial reports submitted by the Republic of Korea under the relevant provision of the Convention.
Before moving to further elaboration on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, I would like to briefly introduce my delegation consisting of representatives of key relevant Government agencies, legislative and judicial branches. 
First of all, I wish to introduce Mr. Hyun-duck Yun, who is sitting next to me. He is Director General of Persons with Disabilities Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, who also serves as alternate head of the delegation. My delegation also includes directors who oversee the policies focused on the rights of persons with disabilities. In addition, Mr. Dong-ic Choi, a member of National Assembly as well as Judge Su-jin Lee and Judge Je-min Ryu also joined the delegation. 
I also recognize Ms. Myung-sook Jang, a standing member of National Human Rights Commission and a number of persons with disabilities and representatives of DPOs who have travelled from the Republic of Korea to observe the proceedings of the first consideration of the Republic of Korea’s initial reports. I would like to extend a strong welcome to them at this important session. 
Madame Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee,
I would like to refer to the Constitution of the Republic of Korea, promulgated in July 1948 and amended in October 1987, which clearly states “all citizens shall be assured of human dignity and worth and have the right to pursue happiness. It is the duty of the State to confirm and guarantee the fundamental and inviolable human rights of individuals.” It further states “all citizens shall be equal before the law.”
With the letter and spirit of the Constitution, the Korean Government has made its utmost efforts towards the provision of domestic laws and regulations as well as the establishment of institutions to promote, improve and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. The Republic of Korea was also an active participant in the formulation of the Convention and ratified it on December 11, 2008. The Convention entered into effect in the Republic of Korea on January 10, 2009, and we are committed to the faithful implementation of the Convention since then. As the Republic of Korea will take up the Chairmanship of the Conference of States Parties to the UN CRPD in the 2015-16 term, it will play a catalytic role in addressing the cross-cutting issues of rights of persons with disabilities.  
The Korean delegation would like to share with the Committee the achievements we have made so far and, at the same time, the challenges we still face. Indeed, we are cognizant that we must continue our efforts to combat social and cultural prejudice against persons with disabilities as well as violations of their rights. Against this backdrop, it would be highly appreciated, if the Committee would provide valuable advice or recommendations regarding our implementation of the Convention as well as further guidance as we seek ways to overcome challenges throughout the process.  
It is my sincere hope that this consideration will help move us towards further protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. Now, with your permission, I wish to turn the microphone to Director General Mr. Hyun-duck Yun, who will present to the Committee actions taken by the Korean Government as well as plans to further implement the Convention. 
Thank you.
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