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The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in its 89th session in February 2022 decided to adopt the eight year predictable review cycle with a mid-term follow up procedure in order to ensure regular and timely reporting by all States parties, subject to the capacity and adequate resourcing of the Committee and its secretariat. The CRC also decided to offer the simplified reporting procedure as the standard reporting procedure with the possibility for States parties to opt out. These decisions are welcomed by the States parties and stakeholders. However, implementing this decision requires the additional meeting time, adequate resources and staff support including for reducing backlog of review of States parties reports (86 as at 18 May 2022) and proper work for increasing cases of individual communications and inquires.

The CRC in this current paper presents its position on the following issues in addition to the positions summarized in the Background Note on Positions of Treaty Bodies to CRPD Proposal updated on 22 March 2022.

1. Meeting time and associated staff for the eight-year review cycle and backlog States parties reports
The Chairs meeting should adopt the recommendation that treaty bodies are approved the meeting time fully budgeted and provided associated staff support necessary to implement the eight-year review cycle with mid-term follow up reviews and reduce backlog during the transition period to shift to the eight-year review cycle. It is estimated that the CRC will need 15 week meeting time per year to implement the eight-year review cycle for 196 States parties to CRC, review of remaining 51 and 38 initial reports of States parties to two Optional Protocols (OPSC and OPAC) respectively, individual communications, inquiry procedures and other activities such as GC and DGD. The CRC requests 15 week meeting time per year from 2023 for the transition and the implementation of the eight-year review cycle that are fully budgeted and provided necessary staff support.

2. Meeting time and associated staff for individual communications and Inquiries 
The Chairs meeting should adopt the recommendation that the treaty bodies are approved meeting time necessary for consideration of the target number of individual communications and inquiries per year based on the past records and trend that are fully funded and provided associated staff support assessed on the actual work time for the targeted number of case. The CRC requests the additional six day meeting time for WG on OPIC (including individual communications and inquiry) and maximum two or three visits for inquiry procedures for 2023.
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