CAPPD Submission to the Committee for Consideration on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in China
Since ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008, governments at all levels in China have been implementing the CRPD earnestly. The progress of the work on disability in China and the improvement in the living conditions of people with disabilities are remarkable.

Headquartered in Beijing, the China Association for Persons with Physical Disabilities (CAPPD) is a social organization registered according to the requirement of the Ministry of Civil Affairs of China, representing more than 24.7 million persons with physical disabilities in China. Under the guidance of the CRPD, CAPPD has made some achievements in work.

Ⅰ.The Chinese government has fully implemented the CRPD by adopting a series of major measures, and new progress has been made in the work on disability.

With China’s economic and social development, the Chinese government has advanced its efforts of publicity and other measures on human rights protection and the work on disability. On important international and domestic occasions, the Chinese government has repeatedly stressed that people with disabilities are people in special difficulties who need our special care and attention. Enabling persons with disabilities to live a better life demonstrates the principle of serving the people of the Chinese government.

We have noticed that on the basis of previous work, the Chinese government has further strengthened efforts to promote the development of work on disability, and has issued various documents to make the undertakings for people with disabilities in line with the economic and social development. The living conditions of people with disabilities have been greatly improved. The Chinese government revised the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities and has formulated and implemented the 13th and 14th National Programs for the Development of Persons with Disabilities. The central and local governments have invested a great deal of budget and done a lot of work on poverty alleviation, rehabilitation, education, employment, social assistance, social security, culture and sports, barrier-free environment construction and disability prevention, and achieved substantial results.

Ⅱ.With the comprehensive improvement of public services and basic social security system, people with physical disabilities in urban and rural areas have received more benefits.

In 2021, six government departments in China jointly released the Implementation Plan for Rehabilitation Services for People with Disabilities during the 14th Five-Year Plan Period, which clearly sets forth the guiding principle, objectives, main measures and supporting conditions for the rehabilitation of people with disabilities during the 14th Five-Year Plan period.

According to the Implementation Plan, the CAPPD has set up more than 100 “house of hope” and “house of clouds” across the country, and carried out rehabilitation popularization activities for patients suffering spinal cord injury, spina bifida and hydrocephalus with the financial support of governments at all levels. Rehabilitation training project named “Life Reconstruction” has been conducted in 16 phases nationwide to train people with spinal cord injuries life, social and employment skills. The training has enabled more than 200 people with spinal cord injuries to take care of themselves in daily life. The rehabilitation training project named “psychological reconstruction” has been offered in 5 phases nationwide to 50 patients with spina bifida and hydrocephalus.

In 2021, the government-funded medical operations were provided for 130 bone disease patients aged 0-17 in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region to help them access regular rehabilitation treatment.

With the support of the Chinese government, we have set up a professional committee on assistive device services to provide rehabilitation training and device fitting for persons with physical disabilities in need of assistive devices for free or at a favorable price. 

Ⅲ.China has continuously improved the livelihood of people with disabilities and built up the system of safeguarding their rights and interests, which brings fundamental changes to the living conditions of persons with physical disabilities

In terms of education, the enrolment rate of children with physical disabilities has kept going up, the number of young people with physical disabilities admitted into junior and senior high schools for full-time education has been increasing, it is also common for people with physical disabilities to join in technical education and vocational training, and the state organs and enterprises employ people with physical disabilities at a certain proportion. All these has contributed to new improvement in educational level and employment figure of persons with physical disabilities. In terms of social security, the social security coverage of people with physical disabilities has been increasing, and people with severe physical disabilities are provided with basic living allowance by the government. The medical care, living conditions, and old-age care for them have also been significantly improved.   

Major advancements have been made in the accessibility of urban areas, including accessibility to transportation, banks, subways, offices, ski resorts, parks and scenic spots, etc., which provides basic supporting conditions for people with physical disabilities to enjoy barrier-free life. The desire of people with disabilities to drive cars have come true. In the aspect of cultural life, wheelchair marathons, ice and snow sports, calligraphy and painting competitions and poetry recitation competitions are held for people with physical disabilities by the government on a regular basis, which has greatly enriched their cultural life and enhanced the public’s understanding about their perseverance and competence. The atmosphere of respecting, understanding, caring for and assisting people with disabilities and the positive and resilient spirit of people with disabilities are integrating with each other, as a result of which the work on disability has received extensive support.

At the same time, the work of the associations of people with physical disabilities has directly reflected the development and progress of the cause of people with disabilities. On the Day for Persons with Physical Disabilities on August 11 every year, people with physical disabilities across the country, under the care and support of governments at all levels, would participate in a variety of activities to display their talent and mobilize more social forces to pay attention to people with physical disabilities and the work of the Association. We have established working groups such as the Committee for People with Spinal Cord Injuries, Committee for Wheelchair Vehicles, Committee for Calligraphy and Painting Done with the Mouth and Foot, Committee for Spinal Bifida and Hydrocephalus, Committee for the Youth, and Committee for Entrepreneurs with Disabilities, to provide more personalized services for people with physical disabilities. CAPPD has also cooperated with e-commerce enterprises to provide e-commerce training for 3,000 people with physical disabilities to enable them to work online without going out of their homes. In addition, many excellent social workers and successful entrepreneurs have emerged from among people with physical disabilities. So we have launched the employment and entrepreneurship activity of “Thousands of Enterprises for Tens of Thousands of People”, to mobilize thousands of enterprises founded by persons with physical disabilities to employ tens of thousands of people with physical disabilities. We adhere to the principle of employment first, broaden employment channels, expand employment capacity, and take the employment of people with physical disabilities as the top priority for improving their livelihood.

Therefore, we can draw a conclusion that the Chinese government has attached great importance to the work on disability, made endeavors to address the difficulties faced by people with disabilities, and opened up a new chapter for the cause of people with disabilities.

Ⅳ.The work for people with disabilities has a long way to go, and we need to make continuous progress and advance the work in a solid and effective manner

Due to the large population of China and the imbalance of  development between urban and rural areas and across regions, there are many problems to be solved in the work on disability. 

1. We need to further increase support for employment of persons with disabilities, and provide more incentives to enterprises that employ persons with disabilities. 

2. Employment barriers for people with disabilities need to be overcome. In view of the relatively low education level of persons with disabilities, we hope that the government would formulate preferential policies to boost the employment of people with disabilities.

We expect and believe that the Chinese government will do a better job in implementing the UN CRPD and further develop the work on disability at a faster speed in the future.
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