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Thank you Chair, 
It is my honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the European Disability Forum.
EDF is an independent organisation of persons with disabilities that advocates for the rights of over 100 million Europeans with disabilities. We have over 100 members including national and European representative organisations. 
After two years of pandemic and remote meetings that impacted persons with disabilities and the disability movement in any ways, we are pleased to see the Committee meeting in Geneva and hope to be able to be with you at the next session. 
EDF congratulates the Committee and its Secretariat for the efforts made to proceed with the review of State Parties and the work on the draft General Comment on Employment and Guidelines on desintitutionalisation. Such documents and guidance are of high importance for policy-makers and organisations. We also welcome the establishment of the Working Group on Women and girls with disabilities. Women and girls with disabilities continue to be marginalised, discriminated against, and lack visibility. We are ready to support the work of the Working Group and its members. 
Those past two years have revealed a new decade of changes and challenges. We recommend that the Committee pay particular attention to new threats, barriers and challenges faced by persons with disabilities in our changing world. Those includes: the social and economic impact of the pandemic, armed conflicts and migration, digitalisation, artificial intelligence and climate change. These issues are addressed in our submission for the start of the second review of the EU by the Committee and our informative note for the review of European countries. We believe that they should be mainstreamed in the work of the Committee as they affect people with disabilities in all corners of the world. 
We also need to reiterate our concerns about the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention regarding involuntary treatment and placement in psychiatry. A final text of the protocol has been forwarded for adoption by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. More than ever, European countries must oppose to the adoption of this protocol that violate the CRPD and human rights at large. 
Finally, the war in Ukraine is a grave concern: the situation of our brothers and sisters with disabilities deteriorates each day. We would like to ask the Committee to issue a statement on the situation of persons with disabilities in Ukraine and the obligations of States parties under articles 11 and 32. 
We thank you very much for your work and consideration and wish you a fruitful 26th session and 15th pre-session.




