Submission for the 116th session regarding New Zealand’s obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
On February 19 2023, ‘Stuff’ (a New Zealand media company) published a poem on their website that described violent fantasies of killing white men.[footnoteRef:2] The poem is not reproduced here due to strong and offensive language. The poem was also part of a government funded arts festival. The poem drew criticism from media and MPs. Unfortunately, many people, including MPs, defended the use of violent racial rhetoric. [2:  https://web.archive.org/web/20231228205343/https://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/sunday-magazine/131236724/tusiata-avia-cant-wait-to-make-you-uncomfortable] 

Meng Foon, the Human Rights Commission’s Race Relations Commissioner at the time, released a lukewarm statement saying he did not approve of the strong language, but his statement fell short of describing it as racist, or condemning the use of violent rhetoric.
Later, when questioned, Foon denied that white people could face racial discrimination, saying it only applies to people of colour:
[The poem] doesn’t meet the threshold of racial discrimination because racial discrimination is a classification system on people of colour, and it gives privilege and power over those who don’t have it.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  2021/22 Annual review of the Human Rights Commission - Corrected transcript (2021-22 Annual review of the Human Rights Commission) 2023 03 20
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-advice/document/53SCJU_EVI_a36e7014-8371-4e7e-2d08-08db2425b964_JU234844/corrected-transcript-2021-22-annual-review-of-the-human] 

This episode is concerning for two reasons. 
First, the Government funding of an arts festival featuring the poem, violates article 2(b), which requires New Zealand to undertake “not to sponsor, defend or support racial discrimination by any persons or organizations”, and article 4(c), which states that New Zealand shall “not permit public authorities or public institutions, national or local, to promote or incite racial discrimination.” 
Second, New Zealanders rely on the Human Rights Commission and the Race Relations Commissioner to defend human rights, not violate them. The Race Relations Commissioner’s denial that white people can face racial discrimination impairs the recognition of white people’s right to be free from racial discrimination, which violates the Convention. Article 4 requires the Commissioner to condemn attempts “to justify or promote racial hatred and discrimination in any form”, sadly the Commissioner tried to justify a poem celebrating violent fantasies of killing white men by denying it was racial discrimination.  
Meng Foon resigned as Race Relations Commissioner on 16 June 2023 after failing to declare several conflicts of interest as required under the Crown Entities Act.
Please ask New Zealand how it plans to ensure that all violate racial rhetoric, and incitement to, or justification of, racial discrimination is condemned, without distinction, including for white people.
