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Distinguished chair and Committee members, ladies and gentlemen, 

On UNICEF behalf, I would like to start by welcoming the new members  of the Committee, congratulating the new chair and Bureau and by commending the CRPD Committee for its remarkable work to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and appreciates the opportunity to make this statement. We are particularly encouraged by our collaboration with the CRC/CRPD Joint Working Group looking at increasing synergies between the two Conventions and believe that this joint work particularly timely as we celebrate this year the 30th anniversary of the CRC. 
 
I will now outline some highlights of our recent work on children with disabilities. 

We are proud that our 2018-2021 Strategic Plan has a specific result area on children with disabilities, and incorporated monitoring mechanisms, including mechanisms to track expenditure.

First – Education and Early Childhood Development were two areas where significant progress was made in 2018 for children with disabilities. One overarching goal is to achieve inclusive education where children with disabilities can learn together with their peers. 93 countries reported progress in supporting inclusive education policies and sector plans for children with disabilities. 61 countries reported significant progress on making schools more accessible, often through ramps at entrances and at sanitation facilities. Investment in 2018 also included the supply of accessible education materials, the training of teachers, and efforts to change harmful attitudes towards children with disabilities.

UNICEF also supported more accessibility and better capacity of Early Childhood Development (ECD) facilities in countries. Depending on needs, this was done through training, early intervention materials, construction, and creating demand through advocacy. 

Second – Significant investment was made in 2018 in disaster preparedness specifically with regards to persons with disabilities, as the humanitarian – development nexus has become a key priority for UNICEF’s work in countries in emergencies. To address the critical gap in knowledge and capacity in the area of disability inclusive humanitarian action, in 2018, UNICEF released and rolled out a set of guidance on Including children with disabilities in humanitarian action, which aims to strengthen the capacity of UNICEF and partners to deliver inclusive programmes.

Third – While numerous countries in 2018 reported limited data on disability, a substantial number of initiatives to collect more data on children with disabilities took place in this year. Six countries have introduced the UNICEF/Washington Group Child Functioning Module into their national survey framework, adding a comprehensive disability dimension to the survey data.

Fourth – A dedicated commitment to making water, sanitation and hygiene facilities more accessible to children and adults with disabilities has continued to provide access to safe water and sanitation to more people with disabilities in 2018. To further support this work, UNICEF has released new tools and guidance on including persons with disabilities in UNICEF´s water, sanitation, and hygiene programming.

Finally – Supporting children with assistive devices is also an important part of UNICEF’s work at country level. In 2018, a total of 65,334 children were provided with such support.

Distinguished chair and Committee members, ladies and gentlemen, 

We are committed to work together with our partners, especially children, their families and their representative organizations, to further strengthen inclusion of children and adults with disabilities, and we look forward to working closely with the Committee. 

Thank you once again for giving us this opportunity. 
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