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Your Excellences,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
It is a great honor for me to address you today and provide country-specific information regarding women’s rights and the gender equality situation in Georgia. At the outset, let me extend my gratitude to the CEDAW committee for giving the Public Defender’s Office of Georgia, „A” Status National Human Rights Institution, the opportunity to speak in response to the State Report. 
Let me begin by underlying that achieving gender equality remains a serious challenge in the country. Georgia has yielded some positive results in recent years, including the development of legislation and institutional mechanisms. However, such examples of progress must be paralleled by an equally strong policy transformation, which has not been the case in Georgia. Therefore, notwithstanding such efforts, stereotypes and discriminatory practices are deeply rooted in society and often result in the violation of women’s fundamental rights.  
Important step was the introduction of gender quotas, as a mechanism to strengthen women’s political participation. However, it is insufficient to achieve equality in political participation as women still face many barriers, e.g., gender stereotypes, unequal access to resources, sexual harassment, sexism, threats, and intimidation. These problems cannot be solved by the mandatory gender quota alone and require adoption of all possible and reasonable means by the government, including awareness raising campaigns.
Substantial challenges remain in the administration of justice in cases of sexual violence and the Georgian legislation still fails to implement the requirements of the Istanbul Convention concerning the definitions of rape and other crimes of sexual violence. 
Another important issue I want to highlight today is a lack of comprehensive sexuality education. The component of human sexuality isn’t fully integrated into school education as the approach of the ministry applied towards education on human sexuality is narrow and deals only with the medical aspects of reproductive health. Inadequate knowledge/competence of teachers themselves on reproductive health issues also remains a challenge.
Despite criminalization of forced marriages mentioned in the National Report, relevant state bodies are mostly unable to identify cases of engagement of underaged girls. The rates of child marriage and engagement are alarming. According to the statistics produced by the Service Development Agency, 479 girls were registered as underage parents in 2020, 476 in 2021 and 189 in the 6 months of 2022.
The scale of extreme forms of violence, murders and attempted murders of women is alarming and is not characterized by a decreasing trend from year to year. According to the official statistical data available to the Public Defender, 18 cases of killings of women were reported in Georgia in the first 10 months of 2022, of which the elements of domestic crime were identified in 11 cases. The rate of attempted murders is much higher; 26 out of 32 such cases contained elements of domestic crime. These statistics indicate that there is a need to improve prevention of and response to the cases of violence against women and domestic violence in practice, to raise public awareness, to strengthen measures to protect and assist victims, and to tighten the criminal justice policy.
In terms of maternal health, inadequate integration of the postpartum care and psychological support into the state maternal health program remains a challenge negatively affecting women during pregnancy, childbirth, and postpartum stage. Moreover, the incomplete integration of family planning services into the primary health care hinders access to information on these services and contraceptives, especially for women from vulnerable groups. 
Lack of access to transportation, physical environment, and information hinders engagement of women with disabilities in public life. Moreover, these women have difficulties in obtaining reproductive health services due to their low awareness, flawed legislation and state policy, non-adaptation of medical facilities and medical professionals’ inadequate competence, stereotypical attitude, and low sensitivity.
These were the issues I wanted to highlight and share with you today. The Public Defender’s Office will continue constructive cooperation with the Georgian government as well as international and civil society organizations and I do hope we will have significant improvements in gender equality in Georgia. 
I am ready to answer any questions you might have. 
Thank you for your attention!

