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I. Executive Summary
1. This report is submitted by the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) and is to be placed before the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (hereinafter “the Committee”) for consideration at the fifty-second session of the Committee, to be held at the United Nations office in Geneva. This report focuses on Tibetans in the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter “PRC”) and PRC’s compliances with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (hereinafter “the Covenant”). 
2. The PRC is a State Party to the Covenant and therefore is legally bound by its provisions to ensure that all individuals enjoy ESC rights. However, the denial of ESC rights to the Tibetan people has been exacerbated by the continued pursuit of China’s misguided development policy such as the ‘Western Development Strategy’ in Tibet. The implementation of severe policies has restricted Tibetans from enjoying their ESC rights. This has resulted in unrest and turmoil for the Tibetan people. As a response to the continued cycle of repression and denial of self-determination and ESC rights, there have been increased acts of self-immolations among the Tibetan people and other public protests. The government’s response has been to tighten policies to monitor and control the Tibetan population, further hindering their ability to access ESC rights.  Evidently the PRC is failing to protect the ESC rights of Tibetans. 
3. This submission argues that the rapid economic development of the PRC does not translate into the respect, protection and fulfillment of ESC rights for Tibetans. This submission demonstrates that the PRC has failed to adhere to strict compliance with relevant articles of the Covenant by explaining how Tibetans are experiencing violations of the following ESC rights: the right to work (Article 6), facing discrimination in their enjoyment to work, hence threatening their economic survival; the right to an adequate standard of living (Article 11) which is systematically violated by forced evictions and resettlements, destruction of traditional nomadic lifestyles; the right to health (Article 12) as scarce health care facilities in Tibetan regions point to a serious breach in the right to health of Tibetan population; the right to education (Article 13 and 14) and right to cultural rights (Article 15) as the Tibetan language and cultural heritage are threatened due to the PRC's policies of repression. Full enjoyment of these rights requires non-discrimination and respect for self-determination, neither of which appear present in the Chinese policies. 
4. This report concludes with TCHRD’s recommendations to the PRC in order to address the key areas of concern regarding ESC rights in Tibet, intended to inform the discussions taking place between the Committee and the Chinese delegation at the 52nd Session.
II. General Context of ESC Rights
5. ESC rights are human rights. They have gradually become well defined in national and international law and treaties. States are legally bound to ensure that all individuals enjoy ESC rights and that these rights are not violated.  
6. ESC rights are incorrectly assumed as flowing naturally from economic growth. The size of a state is not a reliable indicator of its fulfillment of ESC rights. It is essential a state develop specific policies to ensure allocation of resources to all. The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights stated, "economic growth […] does not automatically translate into an improvement of the standard of living of the most excluded and marginalized groups, unless special measures or policies are directed to those ends"
. 
7. The misconception that achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
 is the same as realising ESC rights must be refuted. MDGs cannot be placed on an equal footing with ESC rights. While the MDGs are important commitments made by States in order to reach specific goals related to social conditions, they remain political commitments, and therefore not legally binding. In contrast, the ESC rights are legally binding to States. State parties must "take steps, individually and through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realisation of {ESC} rights"
. 
8. The PRC has made extensive use of these misconceptions about ESC rights in order to justify its policies in Tibet. In the White Paper "Development and Progress in Tibet"
, issued in 2013, the PRC maintains that the development and economic progress in Tibet is "a great practice for respecting and guaranteeing human rights" and presents a list of economic achievements "made in the people's lives and their living standards", such as the increase in the net income of farmers, the launch of low-income housing projects and the investment in new infrastructure. These improvements are seen as "more choices in consumption" for Tibetan people and an example of Tibet being "more closely linked to the world". 
9. In response to this White Paper
, TCHRD stated that these arguments by PRC show that "economic development is the sole indicator of China's respect for human rights in Tibet". This is an underlying cause of the PRC’s failure to acknowledge and address the current human rights abuses in Tibet. ESC rights as well as civil and political rights are often violated in the pursuit of the so-called "development and progress in Tibet". 
10. The alleged "development and progress" in Tibet is undermined by examining the data provided by the Chinese National Bureau of Statistics in the China National Human Development Report 2013
 which shows that Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR)
 ranks the lowest in the PRC in life expectancy, education and human development
. Life expectancy in Tibet is 68.17 years, whereas the national average is 74.83 years
. The number of students enrolled in junior high school in TAR is 12,850 per 100,000 people, far behind the national average of 38,788
. The gap is even larger in senior high school and technical secondary school (4,364 per 100,000 people in TAR versus 14,032 per 100,000 people in the national average). As for the human development index, the PRC’s average is 0.693, whereas TAR is only 0.569, and is ranked as the 31st region within the country
. 
11. TCHRD is concerned with the implementation of the PRC's development policies in Tibet which has resulted in serious human rights violations and PRC’s failure to protect ESC rights of minority groups, such as Tibetans.
III. Compliance with the Covenant 
A. The Right to Non discrimination (Article 2)
Article 2.2 The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.
12. The Chinese government pursues discriminatory practices through the guise of their policies. The official Chinese pre-conception that Tibetans and nomadic people are socio-economically backward is the basis of their justification for the implementation of their development policies. Nomads are seen by government officials to live an unproductive life that can be improved by providing them with access to cash economy and urban housing.
 Subsequently, the Chinese government has continued to enforce a number of policies in order to modernize rural Tibetan society. The PRC has unilaterally imposed upon Tibetans an urbanised, secular and monetized society, proposing that this will improve the lives of Tibetans. This reflects China’s discriminatory view that Tibetans and their culture are inferior to the Chinese. As such their policies of systematic discriminatory practices constitute a pervasive system of ethnic discrimination.
13. The Chinese policies, in practice, result in a disproportionate unfair treatment of Tibetans in comparison to the Chinese influx of settlers across Tibet. This results in preferred treatment of the Chinese who are routinely employed for government construction and development projects, with none of the jobs going to unemployed Tibetans.
 TCHRD remains concerned with the vast increase in Tibetans, in comparison to the Chinese, who are imprisoned for offences relating to their cultural identity. Consequently the privileged status of the Chinese, who are invariably more educated and better equipped with skills and knowledge, amounts to de facto discrimination against the Tibetan people by the PRC.
14. Tibetans who holds views different from the Chinese government are discriminated against and denied even basic welfare benefits as they are labeled as “separatists” or not completely aligned with the Chinese Communist Party.

B. The Right to Work (Article 6)
Article 6.1: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this right. 
Article 6.2: The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include technical and vocational guidance and training programmes, policies and techniques to achieve steady economic, social and cultural development and full and productive employment under conditions safeguarding fundamental political and economic freedoms to the individual. 
15. TCHRD is deeply concerned with the labor discrimination which prevails throughout the PRC and which many Tibetans face today. A study conducted in 2011 on China's internet labor market conveyed that applications from ethnic minorities, including Tibetans, were subjected to significant discrimination when compared with typically Han Chinese applications.

16. The vast number of Han Chinese settlers in Tibet since 2006 has evidently contributed to the discrimination many Tibetans face in hiring practices and wage rates. In their recent report, the Tibet Justice Centre stated that Chinese workers receive a preferential treatment over Tibetans and have higher salaries than Tibetans for the same work. Tibetans also face numerous problems in order to start up their own businesses due to the difficulties to obtain permits and loans.
 The Chinese government continues to encourage Han migration to Tibet, resulting in increased competition for employment, in which Tibetans and ethnic minorities find themselves at a disadvantage. 
17. A 2013 report by China Labor Watch revealed that Apple production suppliers in the PRC, such as "Pegatron Technology", were engaging in unlawful discriminatory hiring practices which included refusing to hire people of ethnic minorities like Tibetans
. Despite Apple having a Supplier Code of Conduct, which expressly forbids discrimination in hiring decision, and conducting audits to ensure suppliers were following the same, Apple’s suppliers in China are discriminating against Tibetans and other ethnic minorities. This evidently demonstrated the gap between theory and what is exercised in practice. This discrimination reflects policies adopted by the Chinese government. 

18. TCHRD recommends that the Chinese government work to ensure Tibetan’s right to work without discrimination and that discriminating hiring practices against Tibetans are eliminated and preferential treatment to Chinese workers over Tibetans is eradicated.


C. The Right to Adequate Standard of Living (Article 11)
Article 11.1: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.
Article 11.2: The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-operation, the measures, including specific programmes, which are needed: 
(a) To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural resources; 
(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need. 
19. TCHRD is concerned that the forced eviction of Tibetans from their homes and farmland has been continuous over the years as part of a policy of mass forced rehousing and relocation, that serves the ‘public interest’ as a method of justifying the eviction of people from their homes and livelihoods in favour of environmental protection. Though the right to adequate housing does not prohibit projects involving the displacement of people, evictions should be measures of last resort, and prior to carrying out any, States Parties to the Covenant must explore all feasible alternatives with those affected
.
20. According to an extensive report released by Human Rights Watch in 2013,
 since 1996, when the Chinese government launched the campaign "Build a New Socialist Countryside" in Tibetan areas, over two million Tibetans (two thirds of the entire population of the TAR) have been rehoused and hundreds of thousands of nomadic herders have been relocated and settled in "New Socialist Villages".

21. Repeated statements by the Chinese government insist that nomads have been given the right to choose, that they are in no way forced to move and that they are allowed to move back if they so wish.
 The Chinese authorities claim that all the relocation and rehousing operations have been carried out with the consent of the local Tibetans and deny that any forced eviction had taken place.
 However, to the contrary, reports and testimonies note that local authorities often exert pressure on farmers in order to take possession of land rights.
 A report by Human Rights Watch exposes the coercive nature of evictions, based on numerous witness statements from those who have been ‘resettled’ in Tibet.
 
22. TCHRD is concerned to note that the ‘resettlement’ projects disregard the empirical knowledge and expertise of the nomads, and place very little value on the nomads’ participation.  The implementation with the consultation or consent of local people has therefore been poor.
23. China’s use of conservation-induced displacement in order to address the degradation of grasslands is deeply disturbing in the absence of any concrete evidence that the removal of nomads from the grassland will have a positive influence on its recovery. China’s justification for these environmental policies actually make very little or ecological sense.
 Internationally accepted standards on grassland science do not put much emphasis on overgrazing as a driver of environmental degradation and instead focus on the role of climate change and in some circumstances resource extraction such as mining.
 Studies actually show that long periods without livestock grazing will permanently modify pastures and could harm the ecosystem.
 
24. The Chinese government itself held studies and recognised that they have insufficient knowledge about “ecological migrations” and also stated that the local authorities carry out their policies in a manner that lacks clear sightedness.
 Therefore, it cannot be convincingly argued that resettlement is the only or best way to circumvent degradation in the region.
 TCHRD is concerned that the issue of grassland degradation has been used to justify arbitrary land confiscation
, and the government’s intentions to end the nomadic lifestyle.  
25. Coercion of nomads into signing contracts they don’t understand is another problematic practice during displacement. The heads of households selected for resettlement travel to a government township to sign a contract. However, in most cases, those who sign the contract are completely illiterate and do not understand what they are signing.

26. TCHRD is concerned China’s urbanisation policy has a devastating impact upon the culture and identity of the Tibetan people including large scale social disintegration. Due to the lack of alternative livelihoods in urban areas, nomads remain long-term dependents on government subsidies.
 Loss of livelihood leads to disempowerment, family and community breakdown, crime, alcoholism and traumatic disorders among the displaced Tibetans.
 
27. There are no confirmed reports of former nomads becoming undernourished due to their displacement, nevertheless there is evidence of a drop in standard of living due to financial hardship. Regular subsidy payments from the government to compensate for loss of livelihood over the resettlement period are an essential part of the resettlement package. Despite this, payments are insufficient
, and many former nomads, having sold their livestock, are forced into a life of begging and poverty, a consequence of which seems likely to be malnutrition.

28. In January 2012, the UN special rapporteur on right to food, Olivier de Schutter, in his report to the UNHRC on his mission to China, addressed the food security issue in relation to nomad resettlement programs. He expressed his concern with the resettlement of nomads in new socialist villages, resulting in them giving up herding and farming revenues and consequently losing economic independence. In his report Schutter considered food security issues arising from relocation or re-housing of rural residents to include “loss of land, limited ability to keep livestock, relocation in areas unsuitable to agriculture, and generally a disruption of traditional patterns of livelihood.”
 Farmers who were pressurized to replace grain crops with vegetables faced financial difficulties in the face of competition at local markets. Further job opportunities in the resettlement villages are scarce and hence those resettled are heavily reliant on social assistance allowances which “are insufficient to make up for the increase in the cost of living that followed resettlement near urban centers”
. 
29. Recommendations were made by the Special Rapporteur urging the Chinese government to “Suspend the non-voluntary resettlement of nomadic herders from their traditional lands and the non-voluntary relocation or re-housing programmes of other rural residents.” He proposed and urged “for meaningful consultations to take place with the affected communities, permitting parties to examine all available options, including recent strategies of sustainable management of marginal pastures”

30. TCHRD is concerned with the growing unrest among the Tibetans. In late March 2013, a Tibetan woman self-immolated after being forcefully evicted from her house in Kyegudo, in Qinghai's Yulshul (Ch: Yushu) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
. In April 2013, 21 local Tibetans in the same town of Kyegudo were arrested after starting a protest against the forced eviction of their recently rebuilt homes and land grabbing by the Chinese authorities. The families had lost their homes after the earthquake that struck the region on 14 April 2010, but the Chinese authorities ordered to bulldoze the rebuilt houses claiming that their occupants were not officially registered in the town
. 
31. TCHRD recommends the Chinese government to stop with immediate effect forced evictions and mass relocations in Tibet. In the event of a necessary eviction, the PRC should fulfill all the procedural guarantees required by International law, particularly a genuine consultation before the eviction and the provision of effective remedies and adequate compensation with those affected. 
D. The Right to Health (Article 12)
Article 12.1: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.
Article 12.2: The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include those necessary for:
a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the healthy development of the child.
b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene.
c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases.
d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and medical attention in the event of sickness". 
32. TCHRD is concerned that adequate health care is not available or accessible in rural areas in Tibet and that there is a shortage of hospitals, doctors and modern medical equipment. The Tibet Justice Centre reports that accessibility to treatment is difficult as hospitals are just too far away.
 In addition, the fees for medical treatment are just too high for rural Tibetans to afford. 
33. TCHRD notes that statistics which rely on aggregated data are ineffective and potentially misleading tools to assess compliance with human rights obligations. In order to establish meaningful comparisons among groups and to reveal disparities in the enjoyment of ESC rights, these indicators must be disaggregated (by gender, location, ethnicity, age, etc). 
34. The PRC has affirmed that it has drastically reduced the MMR to 30 women per year per 100,000 live births and the IMR to 13.1 per year per 1,000 births
, therefore fulfilling the targets of MDG number 4 (reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate) and number 5 (reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio). But this percentage is a national aggregated data, and does not take into account relevant (disaggregated) data, such as the region or the ethnicity. This renders it extremely difficult to monitor PRC's compliance to the right to maternal health within the country. 
35. Independent sources analyzing disaggregated data provide a very different perspective of the right to maternal health, particularly in Tibet. According to Gabriel Lafitte, an Australian development scholar, MMR in rural Tibet is around 400-500 women per year per 100,000 live births, a rate thirteen times higher than the national indicator. IMR in Tibet is also concerning, reaching 20%-30% in some areas
.
36. Other studies published in 2013 confirmed that ethnic minorities in the PRC suffer geographic marginalization and poor quality health facilities and present a higher rate of maternal mortality
. In a report released in late 2013, UNICEF has also pointed out the disparities in infant mortality by location and ethnicity in the PRC. Certain deprived rural areas and ethnic minority areas present worse medical treatment conditions, and the health status of children in these areas is below national averages, with higher mortality rates. Mortality among ethnic minority children is more than 50% higher than among Han Chinese children up to the age of 10, and more than 80% higher for ages between 11 and 17
. Other sources have also acknowledged the disparities between Tibetan and Chinese provinces, highlighting that Tibetan children remain at high risk of malnutrition and disease
. 
E. The Right to Education (Article 13 and Article 14)
Article 13.1: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.
Article 13.2: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization of this right:
(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;
(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;
(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;
(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those persons who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education;
(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an adequate fellowship system shall be established, and the material conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved.
Article 13.3: The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
Article 13.4: No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph I of this article and to the requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.
Article 14: Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the time of becoming a Party, has not been able to secure in its metropolitan territory or other territories under its jurisdiction compulsory primary education, free of charge, undertakes, within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of action for the progressive implementation, within a reasonable number of years, to be fixed in the plan, of the principle of compulsory education free of charge for all.
37. Minority languages are protected under the PRC’s Constitution, namely, Article 4 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China which states that “The people of all nationalities have the freedom to use and develop their own spoken and written languages, and to preserve or reform their own ways and customs.’ However, the constitution also openly promotes the use and propagation of Mandarin Chinese language, Putonghua (common speech based on Beijing pronunciation) as the national language. Article 19 outlines the state’s role in the development of “socialist educational undertakings”, stating that “The state promotes the nationwide use of Putonghua.” Consequently, the Tibetan language remains under threat as the Putonghua has replaced the Tibetan language in business, trade, government and education. 

38. Under China’s ‘Bilingual Education Policy’, the Tibetan language does not have the role as the primary language of instruction in Tibetan schools as more emphasis is applied to the learning of Putonghua. In Tibetan areas in Qinghai Province in 2011, the government started implementing the bilingual education model whereby all the classes are taught in Mandarin, with the exception of one language class in Tibetan. Many Tibetan fear this will lower the Tibetan literacy levels and pose problems for Tibetan graduates in finding employment.”
 
39. In main cities Putonghua is taught from the first class of primary school,
 whereas Tibetan language education exists more as a supplementary role closer to that of foreign language instruction
. Putonghua is taught exclusively in secondary education and most entrance exams to universities are in the Chinese language. Putonghua dominates as the language which determines academic and professional success evidenced by the little significance awarded to Tibetan, where in the Tibetan autonomous areas of Qinghai, a student needs only 5% in Tibetan, however 60% in Putonghua to graduate to higher class
.  
40. The thought prevails among Tibetan families that teaching their children Chinese from a young age will lead to increased employment opportunities. Teachers have abandoned teaching Tibetan due to government policies which have restricted the running of Tibetan schools which promote the use of the Tibetan language. This resulted in a mass student protest in Chabcha (Ch: Gonghe) County in Tsolho (Ch: Hainan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, in April 2013 as students demanded "language freedom" and defended their right to use the Tibetan language
. As a result, eight Tibetan students were sentenced to varying prison terms on the charges of "illegally holding demonstration." TCHRD is concerned that the pursuit of bilingual education fails to protect the Tibetan language, serving primarily to promote and favour the Chinese language. 
41. In rural areas Tibetans have difficulties accessing the physical structure of education itself. The education provided by the state is problematic in its accessibility for Tibetans as it is not available in the students' first language. Furthermore, the curriculum remains predominantly focused to Han Chinese history and cultural values and lacks minority voices and self- interpretations of history
. As a result Tibetan youth finds themselves at a disadvantage. 
42. The division between education in urban and rural areas remains significant and continues to be a pressing issue. Rather than investing increased resources to rural areas, the PRC has furthered urbanisation by giving rural populations, many of whom are minorities, more opportunities to access urban education in urban areas. This is evidenced by the Chinese government’s project implemented since 1985, to send 1000 Tibetan students outside of Tibet to study in inland schools
. This results in little positive development of the Tibetan minorities and presents difficulties for the students upon readjusting if they return. In addition, in rural areas access to facilities and teaching materials as well as resources and funding are limited. Qualified teachers remain scarce due to low salaries offered for those willing to relocate. TCHRD is concerned to note that the increasing division between the limited and struggling rural areas and the rapidly developing urban areas remains problematic. 
43. The compulsory education law has contributed to significant financial strain upon the rural Tibetan population who face difficulties with covering the costs of equipment and materials as well as transport costs for their children. The China Policy Institute has reported that the merging of rural schools into central schools has caused a decline of over 50% in the actual number of primary schools and a decline of 40% in rural primary school enrolment
. Evidently the financial burden of sending children to school is too much for many Tibetan families. 
44. TCHRD notes with concern that test scores in Tibetan areas are chronically lower than that of Chinese dominated areas. Further, illiteracy rates remain high, as in 2010 the illiteracy rate in Rebkong County, Qinghai, the area where student protests had occurred, was 22.37%. 
 
45. In accordance with the covenant, parents have the right to give a culturally appropriate education to their children which conforms to their own convictions. However, this right is often violated by the PRC’s policy which bans children under 18 years of age to be admitted to a monastery and obtain a monastic education. Sending their children to monastic education is not an option for parents, who are given the option of sending their children to “modern schools” or nothing.
 Furthermore, TCHRD is concerned to note that many monastic schools which have long been the primary source of providing Tibetan education to children from poor rural and nomadic areas are being destroyed or the children are being removed from attending these schools. Parents are further threatened with their jobs or confiscation of their identity documents, unless they withdraw their children from monasteries in their hometowns and Tibetan schools in India. 
 Evidently, the right for parents to provide their children with moral, cultural and religious education is continuously being violated by the Chinese government. TCHRD recommends paramount consideration is given by the PRC in its policies to the best interests of the child.

46. TCHRD recommends the Chinese government to guarantee the right of the Tibetan population to speak their native language and allow education of Tibetan language without restrictions.


F. The Right to Cultural Rights (Article 15)
Article 15.1: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone: 

(a) To take part in cultural life; 
(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications; 
(c) To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author. 
Article 15.2: The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include those necessary for the conservation, the development and the diffusion of science and culture. 

Article 15.3: The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom indispensable for scientific research and creative activity. 

Article 15.4: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be derived from the encouragement and development of international contacts and co-operation in the scientific and cultural fields. 
47. At present, cultural rights, particularly linguistic rights, are threatened in Tibet. During 2013, the deliberate and long-standing Chinese policy to undermine Tibetan language and culture and prohibiting or restricting the education of Tibetan language continued
. Language is an essential component of a people's identity and also represents a key element of its culture. According to Rita Izsak, the current UN Independent Expert on minority issues, "language is often particularly important to non-dominant communities seeking to maintain their distinct group and cultural identity, sometimes under conditions of marginalization, exclusion and discrimination".

48. TCHRD is concerned with the PRC's restrictions on Tibetan linguistic and cultural traditions. In January 2013, Chinese authorities banned Tibetan language and culture classes held by volunteers in Muge Norwa, Zungchu (Ch: Songpan) County, in Ngaba (Ch: Aba) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, and in monasteries in at least two counties in the Kardze (Ch: Ganzi) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
. In response to the Chinese constraint on Tibetan language, in February 2013, in order to mark "Tibetan Mother Language Day" (21 February), a campaign was launched by local Tibetans in Luchu (Ch: Luqu) and Machu (Ch: Maqu) Counties, in Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. The flyers distributed called on the Tibetans to "defend their mother tongue and give up impure, mixed speech forever"
. 
49. The rich Tibetan cultural heritage is also subjected to other dangers, particularly in the form of the PRC promoting mass-scale tourism in Tibet Autonomous Region, which received over 12 million tourists during the first ten months of 2013
. In Lhasa city an ongoing project to build a shopping mall at Barkhor square, with the construction of an underground parking garage for more than 1,000 vehicles, poses a serious threat for the Old City of Lhasa, which has been part of the UNESCO World Heritage List since 2000.
IV. Recommendations
TCHRD calls the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural rights to urge the People's Republic of China to address the key areas of concern regarding ESC rights in Tibet, and to:
· Provide adequate statistical data relating to ESC rights, particularly (public and complete) disaggregated data by region, ethnicity, gender, and age, in order to allow an effective monitoring of these rights and to adequately assess PRC's compliance to the ICESCR.
· Ensure the Tibetan’s right to work without discrimination: penalise discriminatory hiring practices against Tibetans; remove the bureaucratic obstacles that hinder Tibetans from obtaining work licenses and loans in a reasonable time; refrain from giving a preferential treatment to Chinese workers over Tibetans; ensure that national companies, firms and businesses operating in the PRC comply with the international legislation and human rights standards.
· Stop with immediate effect forced evictions and mass relocations in Tibet. In the event of a necessary eviction, fulfill all the procedural guarantees required by International law, particularly a genuine consultation before the eviction and the provision of effective remedies and adequate compensation with those affected. 
· Stop mining activities in Tibet that threaten environmental sustainability and that compromise the right to water and the right to health of the Tibetan population. 
· Guarantee appropriate, affordable and equitable health facilities, goods and services to the Tibetan population. Provide accurate statistics on maternal mortality and infant mortality rates for Tibetan areas and allow the development of maternal health programs respectful of Tibetan cultural characteristics. Show public concern about maternity and infant mortality rates in Tibet and PRC to release actual and accurate statistics on these rates.
· Guarantee the right of the Tibetan population to speak and learn their native language without discrimination. Allow education of Tibetan language without restrictions and immediately release all students and protesters jailed for demanding language freedom.
· Protect the Tibetan cultural heritage and call for UNESCO intervention to protect World Heritage List sites in Tibet.
TCHRD is a registered non-governmental human rights organisation established in January 1996 in Dharamsala (India) with the mission to protect the human rights of the Tibetan people in Tibet and promote the principles of democracy in the exile Tibetan community.
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