Report of Catholic Voices Responding to Report of the Holy See Before the UN Committee Against Torture:
“The Insatiable New Intolerance”

For some two thousand years, the Catholic Church has burned with a light now visible from almost any point on earth. In every age, men and women from all walks of life have run toward that light. In every age, other men and women have run away from it. The varieties of opposition to the teachings of the Catholic Church come as no surprise to students of history. 

This includes sometimes-violent opposition. From the martyrs of the Circus Maximus to the tumbrils grinding later toward the Bastille, from the camps of totalitarianism to other killing fields where the felt need to silence Christians and Christianity has had its way, members of the Church have borne witness in many ways to the enmity many other people have felt for Catholic teaching. And even in places and times mercifully free of the threat of bodily violence, other Christians throughout the centuries have also known the softer persecutions of social stigma, job discrimination, and disdain. 

To repeat: that Christianity has known adversaries of all kinds is a commonplace of time.

Yet as the unprecedented remarks aimed at the Holy See and contained in recent United Nations documents go to show, and as events elsewhere in the world also now go to show, the age-old desire to marginalize and discredit the Church has lately taken a new and vitriolic form.  The demand made recently in this international arena that Catholicism must re-write its own canon law –- that it must, in effect, cease being Catholicism – is something new on the scene. Nor is this demand, and other related demands made lately on the Church in this arena, mere isolated events.  They are instead synecdoche for a certain kind of new thinking that now targets traditional Christian moral teaching as it has not been targeted before.

This new intolerance has to be reckoned with. It extends far beyond Turtle Bay and Geneva and St. Peter’s Square to the very homes and workplaces of Christians the world over. This new force insidiously tells the rising generation of human beings that religious faith is on the wrong side of history. In some parts of the world, it not only seeks to stigmatize Christians but also to impose novel penalties on them – for being Christians. 

Under this new intolerance, men and women now fear for their own standing in the public square, for the good opinion or lack thereof among their neighbors. Some worry even for the very livelihoods.  That this kind of anxiety grows apace in some of the very societies most vaunted for tolerance is an irony of historical proportion – as is the related irony that the very framework under which the Catholic Church is now attacked, i.e. beneath the umbrella of the United Nations Charter, would not itself even exist without the universalist ideas about human rights bequeathed to humanity by Christianity itself.

We note first that what is new, and most salient, about this intolerance is its ideological insatiability. So fierce is its resistance to certain newly unwanted features of the longstanding Christian moral code that this intolerance appears to seek the crippling of the Church wherever opportunity is found. Never mind that a billion souls, one-seventh of all humanity stretching across every continent, claim membership in this very same Catholic Church. Never mind some 120,000 healthcare institutions run by that same Church, or its 230,000 schools worldwide. Never mind the soup kitchens and nurseries and other charitable enterprises far too numerous to name, or the Christian hands throughout history that have soothed the sick, fed the hungry, comforted the poor, and otherwise lived up to the very creed that is now, in some quarters, an object of derision.

The purposes of this shadow report are to mark this unique moment in time, and to shine a light not shone before upon the new intolerance itself. We mean to go to the root of this new historical force – to discern what propels it, and most important, to ask with the benefit of modern psychology, sociology, and other forms of evidence exactly what kind of fruits result. 

The new intolerance, here at the United Nations as elsewhere, claims to do what it does in the name of righting wrongs committed by members of the Church. The procedural and legal answers to the specifics of this charge appear elsewhere, and by others. 

Our purpose is instead to ask a series of questions about the world that this new intolerance dreams of, and in some cases has achieved. Are women better off in a world without Christian morality – a world rife with exploitation, pornography, and female impoverishment? Are children better off in a world where broken homes and fatherless homes are the new norm? Are humanity’s most vulnerable members – the unwanted youngest and the unwanted old – better off under a regimen that sanctions abortion and euthanasia? If the new intolerance has its way and Church teachings about human dignity and the sanctity of life diminish, will humanity prosper for it? 

These are some of the questions this report takes up in its dissection of the potent new force arrayed against the Church here and elsewhere. 

"For a more in depth analysis of these ideas,  please go to http://catholicvoicesusa.org/UNreport.
