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			Decision 91/I
Addendum to update general recommendation No. 30 and mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security
The Committee endorsed an addendum to update its general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations in light of shifting global conflict dynamics and the New Agenda for Peace (2023) of the Secretary-General. It requested the Secretariat to submit the advance unedited version to the Security Council to mark the 25th anniversary of its resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security and to publish it on the OHCHR website on 9 September 2025 for online consultation of stakeholders between October and December 2025 before adoption of the final version at its ninety-third session. The Committee also requested the Secretariat to issue a press release at the time of publication.
		Decision 91/II
Exceptional cost-efficiency measures in case of cancellation of the third annual session of the Committee in 2026 
Echoing the Secretary-General, António Guterres, who stated that “[b]udgets at the United Nations are not just numbers on a balance sheet – they are a matter of life and death for millions around the world”, and recalling the objectives of the UN80 initiative of “identifying efficiencies and improvements, reviewing the implementation of mandates from Member States, and a strategic review of deeper, more structural changes and programme realignment”, the Committee,  as an exceptional cost-efficiency measure in case of cancellation of its third annual session in 2026 due to the financial situation of the United Nations Secretariat, decided the following:
To hold its ninety-second and ninety-fourth sessions, scheduled to be held from 2 to 20 February and from 5 to 23 October 2026, respectively, in Geneva, thus foregoing its ninety-third session, scheduled to be held from 22 June to 10 July 2026, and to request that its ninety-fourth and ninety-sixth pre-sessional working groups, scheduled to be held from 23 to 27 February and from 26 to 30 October 2026, respectively, both be converted into one additional week of plenary meeting time. It also decided to use the first two days of both its ninety-second and ninety-fourth sessions to address its backlog of individual communications and inquiry submissions received under articles 2 and 8, respectively, of the Optional Protocol, as well as of lists of issues prior to reporting to be adopted in parallel task forces for States parties whose reports are overdue. To prevent its backlog of reports awaiting consideration from accruing again in 2026 as a result of a cancellation of its third annual session, the Committee decided to review the reports of ten States parties each at its ninety-second and ninety-fourth sessions and to adopt its concluding observations on several of these reports online through a silent adoption procedure during the intersessional period.
		Decision 91/III
Delegation of authority for the adoption of lists of issues and questions and lists of issues prior to reporting during the intersessional period
The Committee decided that the members designated to participate in its ninety-fourth pre-sessional working group, initially due to be held in Geneva from 27 to 31 October 2025, will meet informally online, and to delegate authority to those members to adopt lists of issues and questions and lists of issues and questions prior to reporting online during the intersessional period.
		Decision 91/IV
Delegation of authority for the adoption of follow-up assessments during the intersessional period
The Committee decided to conduct up to eight assessments of follow-up reports received from States parties during the intersessional period in October 2025 and, if necessary, additional follow-up assessments during the intersessional periods in 2026. In that regard, it decided to delegate authority to adopt follow-up assessments online during the intersessional period to the Rapporteur and alternate Rapporteur for follow-up to concluding observations as well as to the additional member appointed to conduct an assessment when their assessments coincide. It also decided that in case of divergence, the follow-up assessment would be referred to the Committee for consideration at its next session.
		Decision 91/V
Focal point on women and girls with disabilities 
The Committee decided to appoint Ana Peláez Narváez as focal point on women and girls with disabilities and to mandate her to convene a task force, with a view to starting to work informally on a future draft general recommendation No. 42 on the rights of women and girls with disabilities, updating general recommendation No. 18.
		Decision 91/VI
Enhanced constructive dialogue
Further to decision 50/I, the Committee adopted the following decisions on 4 July 2025 with respect to enhancing the constructive dialogues with State parties at the ninety-second session on a pilot basis:
1. Based on its pilot project to revise the structure of constructive dialogues with States parties (see decisions 85/II and 86/V), the Committee shall cluster its interventions by themes rather than by articles of the Convention, when appropriate, linking the themes to the articles, and strive to limit interventions to 5 questions per theme.
2. The Committee members will have their questions available in the morning of the dialogue so that they can be shared with the delegation to facilitate the dialogue.
3. The members of the Committee shall formulate the concerns for their interventions during the constructive dialogue to facilitate the drafting of the concluding observations.
4. Membership of a country task force should not exceed 10 experts. To facilitate coordination of task force members so that all main areas of concern are covered in an appropriate manner and duplications avoided, the task force coordination meeting should be extended to 30 minutes.
5. The Committee shall set time limits for the responses by State party delegations to facilitate time management and ensure that all areas of concern are covered during the constructive dialogue. Time allocations for responses should take into account the number and complexity of the issues raised by the Committee members. 
6. The Committee shall strive for better time management during the adoption of concluding observations, which should be organized section by section rather than paragraph by paragraph.
		Decision 91/VII		
Standard paragraph on Sustainable Developments Goals
The Committee decided to amend the standard paragraph on the Sustainable Development Goals in its concluding observations as follows:
“The Committee welcomes the international support for the Sustainable Development Goals and calls for the realization of de jure (legal) and de facto (substantive) gender equality, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, throughout the process of implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Committee recalls the importance of Goal 5 and of mainstreaming the principles of equality and non-discrimination throughout all 17 Goals. It urges the State party to recognize women as a driving force of sustainable development in the State party and to adopt gender-responsive policies and strategies to that effect.”
		Decision 91/VIII		
Standard paragraph on dissemination
The Committee decided to amend the standard paragraph on dissemination in its concluding observations as follows:
“The Committee requests the State party to ensure the timely dissemination of the present concluding observations, in the official languages of the State party, to the relevant State institutions at all levels (national, regional and local), in particular to the Government, the ministries, the parliament and the judiciary, to enable their full implementation, as well as to civil society, including non-governmental organizations, in particular women’s organizations, to raise full awareness within the State party.”
		Decision 91/IX		
Statement on the key international framework on gender-based violence against women
On 4 July, the Committee adopted a statement entitled “The key international framework on gender-based violence against women” 
		Decision 91/X		
Pre-sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the ninety-fourth session, Brenda Akia, Madina Jarbussynova, Marianne Mikko, Jelena Pia-Comella and Patsilí Toledo Vásquez, which will be replaced by online informal meetings in case the pre-sessional working group is cancelled due to current liquidity situation of the United Nations Secretariat and associated cash conservation measures.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 4 July, the closing date of the ninety-first session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 82 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its ninety-first session in Geneva from 16 June to 4 July 2025. In total, the Committee held 18 plenary meetings and also held 12 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Nahla Haidar, at its 2148th meeting on 16 June 2025.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/91/1) at its 2148th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the ninety-first session, which had met from 28 October to 1 November 2024, was introduced by Bandana Rana at the 2148th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 16 and 23 June, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 16 and 23 June, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from States parties considered by the Committee at its ninety-first session and by the members of its pre-sessional working group for the ninety-third session, who had convened informally online from 10 to 13 June, as the pre-sessional working group had been cancelled due to the financial situation of the United Nations Secretariat and associated cash conservation measures. These representatives provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 17 June, Marco Toscano-Rivalta, United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, briefed the Committee on the use of general recommendation No. 37 (2018) on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change to strengthen the legal foundations of disaster risk reduction.
On 23 June, the Committee informally met with Antti Korkeakivi, Chief, Human Rights Treaties Branch, Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division, OHCHR, to discuss the impact of the current liquidity crisis and the cancellation of the third annual sessions in 2025 of treaty bodies on the mandated work of the Committee.
On 30 June, the Committee held an informal meeting with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, who briefed the Committee on her position on transgender women and her forthcoming position paper on a proposed optional protocol to the Convention on gender-based violence against women.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the ninety-first session
All members attended the ninety-first session, with the exception of Rhoda Reddock who could not attend for health reasons. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Brenda Akia, on 16 and 17 June; and Natasha Stott Despoja, from 23 June to 4 July. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the ninetieth and ninety-first sessions of the Committee
At the 2148th meeting, the Chair, Nahla Haidar, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the ninetieth session of the Committee.
		Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its ninety-first session, the Committee considered the reports of seven States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan; the fifth periodic report of Botswana, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the firth periodic repot of Chad; the eighth periodic report of Ireland, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the tenth periodic report of Mexico, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the combined initial to fifth periodic reports of San Marino, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the eight periodic report of Thailand, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. In addition, it adopted concluding observations on the following reports, discussed during the country exchanges held at its Pacific technical cooperation session held in Suva, Fiji, from 7 to 11 April 2025: the sixth periodic report of Fiji, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the combined fourth and fifth periodic reports of Solomon Islands, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Tuvalu, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure.
Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Afghanistan (CEDAW/C/AFG/CO/4)
Botswana (CEDAW/C/BWA/CO/5)
Chad (CEDAW/C/TCD/CO/5)
Fiji (CEDAW/C/FJI/CO/6) 
Ireland (CEDAW/C/IRL/CO/8) 
Mexico (CEDAW/C/MEX/CO/10)
San Marino (CEDAW/C/SMR/CO/1-5)
Solomon Islands (CEDAW/C/SLB/CO/4-5)
Thailand (CEDAW/C/THA/CO/8)
Tuvalu (CEDAW/C/TUV/CO/5-6)
Also at its ninety-first session, the Committee adopted the following list of issues and questions and lists of issues and questions prior to reporting, which had been prepared by the members appointed to participate in the pre-sessional working group for the ninety-third session of the Committee, Esther Eghobamien, Yamila González Ferrer, Ana Peláez Narváez, Rangita de Silva de Alwis and Genoveva Tisheva, at informal meetings held online from 10 to 13 June 2025, as the pre-sessional working group had been cancelled due to the liquidity situation of the United Nations Secretariat and associated cash conservation measures:
[bookmark: bmv0]List of issues and questions in relation to the eighth periodic report of Angola (CEDAW/C/AGO/Q/8)
[bookmark: bmv1]List of issues and questions in relation to the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Guinea-Bissau (CEDAW/C/GNB/Q/7-10)
[bookmark: bmv3]List of issues and questions in relation to the sixth periodic report of Kazakhstan (CEDAW/C/KAZ/Q/6)
[bookmark: bmv4]List of issues and questions in relation to the eighth periodic report of Paraguay (CEDAW/C/PRY/Q/8)
[bookmark: bmv6]	List of issues and questions in relation to the seventh periodic report of Republic of Moldova (CEDAW/C/MDA/Q/7)
List of issues and questions prior to the submission of the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Comoros (CEDAW/C/COM/QPR/5-6)
[bookmark: bmv7]List of issues and questions prior to the submission of the combined ninth and tenth periodic reports of Poland (CEDAW/C/POL/QPR/9-10)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1) Armenia (CEDAW/C/ARM/FCO/7)
2) Bahrain (CEDAW/C/BHR/FCO/4)
3) Finland (CEDAW/C/FIN/FCO/8)
4) Georgia (CEDAW/C/GEO/FCO/6)
5) Mongolia (CEDAW/C/MNG/FCO/10)
6) Namibia (CEDAW/C/NAM/FCO/6)
7) Norway (CEDAW/C/NOR/FCO/10)
8) United Arab Emirates (CEDAW/C/ARE/FCO/4)

The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1) Costa Rica
2) Hungary
3) Mauritania
		Chapter V
	Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 30 June and 2 and 4 July 2025. It was briefed by the Chair of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol, which had met on 18, 23 and 27 June 2025 during the ninety-first session for a total of four hours.
The Committee examined five individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted four final decisions, finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation communications Nos. 169/2021, 171/2021 and 172/2021, all concerning Switzerland (forcible return of victims of sexual and gender-based violence to Italy and Greece, respectively, under the Dublin III Regulation). It declared inadmissible communication No. 159/2020 concerning Turkiye (insufficient substantiation of the gender dimension of the author’s suspension as a judge, trial and detention). In addition, the Committee declared admissible communication No. 222/2024 concerning South Sudan (conflict-related sexual violence against 35 survivors, currently refugees in Uganda). The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) as soon as they have been finalized and sent to the parties to the proceedings.
The Committee endorsed the following decision of the Working Group on Communications: To update the rules of procedure of the Committee at the ninety-second session of the Committee to include protection measures and protection of identity provisions. In that regard, the Chair of the Working Group on Communications submitted a proposal to consider harmonizing the rules of procedure of the Committee for individual communications with those of other treaty bodies.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 1 July 2025. It was briefed by the Chair of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol, which had met on 18 and 23 June 2025 during the ninety-first session.
The Committee reviewed all pending inquiry proceedings and discussed ways to enhance the effectiveness of the inquiry procedure. 
The Committee endorsed the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
(a) In relation to Inquiry 2019/1 (Poland), to invite the State Party to submit within six months a follow-up report in relation to the recommendations contained in the report of the Inquiry (CEDAW/C/POL/IR/1);
(b) In relation to inquiry submissions 2025/1 and 2025/2, to request additional information from the sources of information;
(c) In relation to inquiry submission No. 2021/1, that upon conducting a preliminary assessment of all information received, the Committee should discontinue the proceedings because the threshold has not been met.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
The Committee took note that its ninety-second session, initially scheduled to be held from 6 to 24 October 2025, had been postponed due to the current liquidity situation of the United Nations Secretariat and associated cash conservation measures.
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following new dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s ninety-second session, subject to the financial situation of the United Nations Secretariat:
Ninety-second Session
Sixty-fourth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 29 and 30 January 2026
Thirty-third session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 29 and 30 January 2026
Ninety-second session: 2 to 20 February 2026
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-fourth session: 23 to 27 February 2025 (request to convert into plenary meeting time; see decision 91/II).
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its ninety-second session:
Ninety-second session
(1) Argentina
(2) Cabo Verde*
(3) Czech Republic*
(5)	El Salvador*
(6)	Iraq*
(7)	Lesotho*
(8)	Lithuania*
(9)	The Netherlands*
(10)	Viet Nam*
*Consideration of report postponed to February 2026 due to the postponement of the ninety-second session, initially due to be held from 6 to 24 October 2025.
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
	The Working Group met twice during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee draft decisions on exceptional cost-efficiency measures in case of cancellation of its third annual session in 2026 (see decision 91/II), on the delegation of authority for the adoption during the intersessional period of list of issues and questions and lists of issues and questions prior to reporting (see decision 91/III) and of follow-up assessments (see decision 91/IV), on an enhanced constructive dialogue (see decision 91/VI), and on amendments to the standard paragraphs of concluding observations on the Sustainable Development Goals (see decision 91/VII) and dissemination (see decision 91/VIII).
		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met twice during the session. It was briefed by two external experts on gender-based violence and finalized an initial position paper on tech-facilitated gender-based violence against women and girls. It also prepared a draft statement on the key international framework on gender-based violence against women, for adoption by the Committee (see decision 91/IX).
			Working group on gender stereotypes
The working group met during the session. The consultant, Rosa Celorio, participated virtually in the meeting and presented the annotated outline of the draft general recommendation. The members of the working group agreed to review the outline and provide feedback to the consultant as soon as possible after the session. The working group also agreed that regional consultations could be held starting in the last quarter of 2025, provided that a first draft of the general recommendation would be ready in September for review by the working group, which would meet virtually to discuss the first draft.
		Working group on women, peace and security 
	The working group met twice during the session to prepare the review by the Committee of the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan held on 24 June.		
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the ninety-second session
On 4 July 2025, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its ninety-second session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the ninety-first and ninety-second sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the ninety-third session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its ninety-second session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its ninety-first session and addenda on 4 July 2025 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]
			
