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Executive Summary
My name is Kim Nguyen, and I am a woman born and raised in Vietnam, and I am also the President of Youth for Canadian Trade Diversification - a youth-led organization advocating for the promotion of inclusive development, social equality, and international cooperation. In submitting this report, I do so in my personal as well as professional capacity as a Vietnamese Canadian who has had the opportunity to live, work, and keep strong connections in Vietnam for a substantial period of years.
This report is based not only on awareness of policies, but also on lived experience, conversations, and a close reading of how commitments have translated. I submit this report to the CEDAW Committee on behalf of Vietnam to draw attention to good progress as well as to ongoing structural and cultural obstacles that impede the promotion and protection of the rights of women.
Progress and Achievements in the Promotion of Women’s Rights
In the last ten years, Vietnam has illustrated a remarkable and observable increase regarding its engagement with supporting women’s rights and promoting gender equity. Women’s participation across major sectors such as politics, public services, education, health care, and the economy has progressively improved. Women are now being increasingly included within the domains of decision-making. These successes did not come easily or instantly. These are the fruit of various long-term efforts at the national level, from policymaking through to implementation strategies intended for safeguarding women’s rights and ensuring them better access to resources and opportunities. The Vietnamese Government has put in place various initiatives intended for promoting more conducive environments for women in both public and private spheres.
Examples of the kinds of positive changes that have been made in this regard include the setting up of hotlines and reporting systems in cases of violence in the home and of cases of sexual and/or physical abuse, and a more rapid and systematic response to these cases than in the preceding decades of the 20th century. While still not perfect, the fact that these kinds of hotlines and systems exist now indicates signal a shift toward recognizing violence against women as a serious public concern rather than a private matter.
In the labour market environment, it can be said that the protection of mothers and their economic security both before and after pregnancy has given a positive boost to the maternity benefits offered. This provides emotional and economic security for the woman at a crucial juncture in her life. It also makes it possible for mothers to be associated with her career despite being a mother.
Another crucial issue is the cultural transformation, albeit a gradual one, towards the encouragement of women expressing themselves and claiming their rights in society. Many women today feel encouraged enough to take part in social dialogue in their communities and in decision-making in the workplace. Such developments have also ensured that women are bolder and play a meaningful role in the development of the country in areas such as agriculture, teaching, medicine, or even politics.
Long-Standing Problems 
Nevertheless, there remain some deep-seated and existing issues in Vietnam in terms of gender equality on a substantial level. These include social attitudes and gender stereotypes, which leads to impunity to gender-based violence.
Conclusion and Recommendations
Vietnam has established an excellent legal framework, as evidenced by its political commitment and achievements towards women’s rights. These achievements should not go unnoticed. It is thus crucial to enforce stronger mechanisms for the implementation of existing laws so that women can gain more protection as intended under the laws in marginalized communities as well.
The women of Vietnam have proven to be resilient, resourceful, multi-tasking, and visionary over the years. With determination and a desire for a better future, Vietnam can move beyond formal equality toward genuine, lived equality for all women and young girls.

