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General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6, of the Convention)

1. Declaration made upon ratification: “Pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 2, of the ‘Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, Mew York, 25 May 2000’, the Republic of Cyprus declares: 1. The National Guard Law No. 20 of 1964, as variously amended, most recently in 2006, hereinafter ‘The National Guard Law’, provides that the obligation to military services, in times of peace, begins the 1st January of the year the citizen becomes 18 years old.  Although military services is compulsory for all Cypriot citizens, women and some categories of [males] (e.g. clergymen) are exempted from military service in times of peace. 2. The National Guard Law also provides for the voluntary enlistment in the armed forces.  The acceptance of volunteers to Military Service, requires special authorization from the Ministry of Defense.  Volunteers must have written consent from parents or legal guardians.  3. The recruitment, on a voluntary basis, by the armed forces at the minimum age of 17 years shall continue to be permitted under the conditions and with the safeguards provided in Article 3, paragraph 3, of the Optional Protocol.  4. Proof of age prior to recruitment is presented through the application of section 4A of the National Guard Law providing for mandatory registration for all citizens with the appropriate authorities in the District of their normal residence once they reach the age of 16.  Section 4A of the Law specifies that the data must be submitted in a written form and include, among others, details on the place and date of birth.  5.  The Republic of Cyprus understands that Article 1 of the Optional Protocol would not prevent members of its armed forces to be deployed where: a. There is a genuine military need to deploy their unit to an area in which hostilities are taking place; and b. By reason of the nature and urgency of the situation: (i) it is not practicable to withdraw such persons before deployment; or (ii) to do so would undermine the operational effectiveness of their unit, and thereby put at risk the successful conduct of the military mission and/or the safety of other personnel.  The above understanding is all the more necessary under the circumstances prevailing nowadays in the Republic of Cyprus as a result of the continued illegal military occupation of 37% of its national territory by a foreign State, Party to the Optional Protocol.

2. Further to court orders that may be pursued as measures of last resort, in case a child is in danger, the first draft Law (Welfare and Protection of Children) provides for the following:

· The right of families and children to support services.

· The procedure for approval of foster families.

· Private foster care.

3. The second draft Law and Regulations (Care and Protection of Children) provide for minimum standards in the operation of day care nurseries for pre-school children, after school day care centers for school age children, home care and child protection institutions.
4. The mission of the Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of the Child is to protect and promote the rights of the child. The role of the Commissioner is to represent children and their interest at all levels, to promote public awareness and sensitivity so that children’s rights in the family, at school, in the community are safeguarded and to identify and promote the views of children where they themselves cannot be heard, to monitor legislation relating to children and to submit proposals aiming at their harmonization with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to carry out public awareness campaigns, to appoint a representative of the child in judicial proceedings affecting him/her and to represent children in procedures affecting them.
5. The competences of the Commissioner are [article 4(1) of L.74(I)/2007]:

(a) to represent children and their interests at all levels,

(b) to inform and sensitize society on children’s rights in order to motivate society to safeguard children’s rights in practice, in the family, in school, in the community and in society at large,

(c) to procure and promote the views of children whenever they cannot be heard,

(d) to supervise and monitor the implementation of the UN Convention and the European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights,

(e) to examine and monitor legislation and practices and submit proposals aiming at the harmonisation of the legislation with relevant international treaties and the promotion of ratification of such treaties by the Republic of Cyprus,

(f) to undertake information campaigns in order to change outdated perceptions on the position of children in society,

(g) to submit applications on behalf of any child for the appointment of a special representative in court proceedings affecting the child, when the law or the court precludes the holders of parental responsibility from representing the child, due to conflict of interest,

(h) to represent children and their interests in proceedings affecting the child, when this is provided for in legislation, as well as in court proceedings where the Commissioner may be appointed representative of the child by the court,

(i) in general, to take any action the Commissioner deems necessary, for the fulfilment of his/her mission, within the framework of the Law [L.74(I)/2007].

6. Actions of the Office of the Commissioner, as specified in the Law [article 4(2), L.74(I)/2007], include the following:

· organisation of training programmes on children’s rights,

· promotion of research,

· promotion of necessary legislative measures for the protection of children’s rights, 

· submission of suggestions and recommendations to all relevant bodies dealing with children’s issues and, where deemed necessary, the publication of suggestions and recommendations,

· coordination of the uniform implementation of provisions concerning the protection of children’s rights, 

· support of relevant non-governmental organisations,

· preparation of a National Plan for the Implementation of the Convention and the European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights, 

· submission on his/her own initiative, of complaints regarding the violation of children’s rights to relevant authorities for investigation,

· evaluation of the outcome of investigations,

· cooperation with corresponding bodies and authorities in other countries and in particular with member-states of the European Union and the Council of Europe,

· creation and maintenance of a Data Bank pertaining to the level of protection of children’s rights in Cyprus.

7. The reform effort regarding the development and implementation of the new curricula and timetables has been a major change for the Cyprus Educational System, since 2011. The objective focuses on satisfying a longstanding need for establishing a democratic and human-centered school environment, where all children study together in order to get prepared for their common future, and to acquire the fundamental knowledge, skills and attitudes that characterize the educated person. At the same time the Ministry of Education and Culture (MOEC) envisages to safeguard all pupils’ right to education by providing them the opportunity to experience childhood and early adolescence as the most creative period in their lives. In contrast to the traditional school, which is orientated towards providing equal opportunities for all children, without assuming responsibility for inequality in the results, the democratic and human-centered school is organised in such a way so as to offer children the opportunity to achieve their individual educational objectives to the maximum, without jeopardizing the quality and quantity of the provided educational benefits. 
8. Every year on November 20, according to the current regulations for the operation of public secondary schools, the signing of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is celebrated in schools. In this framework, a message from the Commissioner for the Protection Children’s Rights is read in the classrooms and teachers are provided with handouts in order to engage in a discussion with the children about the meaning and importance of the Convention and explain the basic principles regarding the protection of children’s rights. From the next school year 2017-2018, the new regulations for the operation of public secondary schools will provide the opportunity to the school units to dedicate up to two teaching periods for the celebration of the signing of the Convention on the Rights of the Child every November 20, so the dissemination of the principles and provisions of the Convention to adults and children will be significantly enhanced. The same provision is included in the revised regulations for the operation of public primary schools which are currently under review by a special committee appointed by the Minister of Education and Culture. 
9. More specifically, the newly reformed curricula for primary and secondary education encourage personal and social development within a socio-cultural environment that respects human rights and principles, such as equality and non-discrimination. As part of the new curricula, an innovative school subject has been introduced in primary schools, titled "Health Education". One of its thematic areas, "Citizenship", includes issues on human rights among other topics. Health Education curriculum provides solutions towards the empowerment of individuals and the development of a collective sense of responsibility towards the sustainability of the society. Regarding publications on human rights, there is online teaching material on the MOEC’s website (Health Education Office) which is accessible to everyone. Apart from this, the Compasito Manual on Human Rights Education for Children, published by the Council of Europe, has been translated into Greek and has been distributed to all public schools in order to support the implementation of the new curriculum. 

10. Furthermore, the children’s rights are part of the curricula of many subjects in public secondary schools, mainly in the wider framework of human rights. In the subject of Home Economics an integral part of the curriculum is the promotion of healthy living, the development and enhancement of children’s self-respect, the teaching of sexual and reproductive rights and the cultivation of social skills for the creation of active citizens. In the subject of History, teachers have the opportunity to discuss children’s rights when teaching about the Industrial Revolution, the Holocaust or the effects of wars. Opportunities to discuss children’s rights are also frequent in the subject of Literature through the study of literary works, concerning, for example, the treatment of children in the past or the lives of children belonging to vulnerable groups. In the subject of Modern Greek Language several units in the textbooks are dedicated to the discussion of human rights. The same applies for the Department of Secondary Technical and Vocational Education, with the difference that there is no subject of Home Economics.
11. In December 2016 the directors of the three Departments of Education (primary, secondary general, secondary technical and vocational) have sent a circular to all schools inviting headteachers to make available to teachers and pupils the combined third and fourth periodic report, the written replies submitted by Cyprus as well as the concluding observations. This report translated into Greek has also been uploaded on the MOEC’s website and is available to all stakeholders.
12. During the period under review, a series of teacher trainings were offered by the Pedagogical Institute (PI), in the context of professional learning (school-based seminars, one-day trainings, afternoon seminars, action research professional learning scheme). These concern: Stereotypes, racism and intolerance; Towards an education on the basis of human rights; Diversity in everyday school life; Anti-racist policies and actions; Multiple identities in the school setting; Bilingualism and teaching Greek as a second language; Teaching controversial issues in education for human rights; Raising awareness in schools against racism and intolerance; Teaching literature against hate speech; Applying anti-racist policy in our school: Challenges in the management of racist incidents; Cultivating empathy; Racism-promoting and teaching equality; Stereotypes, prejudices, racism: Towards an education on the basis of human rights; Integration of migrant pupils in the general classroom; Acceptance of the "other"; Developing empathy skills to pupils in the modern multicultural school. These trainings were linked to children’s rights as well as human rights in general and information about related links was given. 
13. Educational Psychologists (EPs) provide training to teachers either through the PI or in schools in sensitizing them on children’s rights and needs. Furthermore, during the meetings held in schools for discussing the individual cases of children, great emphasis is given on informing teachers on the individual children’s needs.
14. Training offered by the Cyprus Police Academy in various Programmes includes thematic areas as follows:

· Communication in a Multicultural Society / Respecting Diversity

· Policing a Multicultural Society

· Securing Human Rights: Law Enforcement agencies, the Constitution of Cyprus and International Law

· Enforcement of Human Rights by Law Enforcement Agencies

· Human Rights and Police Ethics

· Prohibition of torture and other forms of inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

· Racial Discrimination and other Forms of Discrimination

· Legislation / Investigating offences related to racism / Racial Discrimination

· Discrimination and Racist Behaviour

· Combating Xenophobia and Racism

· Trafficking in Human Beings

· Police Ethics and Corruption

· Police culture and subculture

· Police Ethics / Police Conduct

· Anger management
15. Furthermore, between the years 2014-2016, a number of Police Officers participated in educational programmes and training on related subjects which were organized / offered by other institutions or Organizations, in Cyprus and abroad. Some of the educational programmes are listed below:

· Fundamental Rights and Police Ethics,

· Detection of ill-treatment and victims of ill-treatment,

· How can members combat hate crime effectively,

· Regional Consultative Workshop for law enforcement officers on migration and health,

· Administration training of trainers for police officers,

· Combating of violence against women, 

· Dealing with persons with violent behaviour, 

· Policing the impact of migration,

· Police role in combating discrimination, etc. 

16. Also, a 14-week training programme was designed for Police officers who joined the Police and were appointed to serve at Menoyia Detention Center. The training program started at the beginning of December 2012 and included a separate section on Human Rights. Police officers that work at Menoyia Detention Center, periodically (within six months), receive revisional programs, focusing on human rights, racism, xenophobia, the rights of detainees, etc.

17. It should be noted, that due to the financial crisis that created budgetary constraints and led to the reduction of Police personnel, Cyprus Police Academy has temporarily suspended its operations as of December 2015. However, during 2016 the Cyprus Police Academy offered the following training programmes:

· Revised Training Programme of Menoyia Detention Center Police members every six months, as provided at the relevant legislation.  It should be noted that the programme includes lectures on Human Rights delivered also by representatives of the Office of the Ombudsman,

· Schengen training programmes - during of which 329 members of the Police were trained,

· Law of the Sea training programme - 26 members of the Police were trained.

18. It is also worth noting that a specific training programme entitled «Community/Ethnic groups, behaviour, Racism and ways of Combating» was organized on the 13-14 October 2016, for 75 police members of Community Policing, in cooperation with the Office of Administration & Human Rights. 

19. Additionally, it should be noted that in 2017, the Police is planning, a one-day core seminar for members of the Police, which aim to further train the members of the Police on topics related to respect and protection of human rights and the implementation of the Police Code of Ethics. Members of the Police, who will participate in this training programme are going to be appointed to train other members of their Department and transfer the knowledge and information received during the training. 

20. In the light of the 2014 amendment of Law 163(I)/2005, the Police launched on 28th & 29th May 2015, a Training Program at the Cyprus Police Academy, which aimed at a specific group of Police officers on the treatment of detainees. This programme included topics relating to human rights of detainees and the obligations of the Police members deriving from the relevant Laws and the Police Standing Orders. It is worth noting that, within this programme, a member of the Office of the Commissioner for Administration (the Ombudsman), lectured on issues relating to human rights of detained persons.

21. Lastly, it should be noted that departmental training is conducted regarding protection and promotion of human rights, treatment and rights of detainees, etc.

22. Communicable Diseases: The Unit for the Surveillance and Control of Communicable Diseases of the Medical and public Health Services of the Ministry of Health, collects data regarding the epidemiology and clinical severity in many cases of communicable diseases such as Tuberculosis, gastrointestinal illnesses, invasive central nervous system infections, etc.

23. Data collected by the Unit are analysed by age, gender, ethnicity and geographic region. Therefore, data on children’s cases can be separately managed and draw specific conclusions on these.

24. Immunizations:  The Ministry of Health of Cyprus, performs a three-year survey at national level carried out in accordance with W.H.O recommendations and guidelines, in order to determine the immunization Coverage in children aged 17-24 months. The most recent survey was carried out in 2015.

25. A second survey is performed yearly for the assessment of children’s immunization status at the First and fourth years of the Elementary Public Schools and at the 3rd year of the Secondary Public Schools.

26. Epidemiology of accidents that lead to hospitalization of children:  Research is conducted by the Paediatricians working at Government hospitals on the epidemiology of accidents that lead to hospitalization of children. This research gives valuable data on the causes and characteristics of various accidental injuries such as poisoning, aspiration of foreign bodies, etc. Conclusions are used by the Health Authorities in order to establish or modify regulations for the safety of children in various settings (eg. home).

27. Breast Feeding:  The Ministry of Health of Cyprus, performs a three-year survey at national level carried out in accordance with W.H.O recommendations and guidelines, in order to determine the immunization Coverage and Breast-Feeding status in children aged 17-24 months (combined in the Survey carried out for the assessment of immunization coverage). The last survey was conducted in May 2015, among 417 children.

28. Mental Health Services:  Data collection computerized programmes are in progress at various Mental Health Service Centers. Such computerized networks include: general data collection, analysis and monitoring, and report documentation on mental health problems of children.

29. School Health Services:  Data related to the general health status of school children are collected yearly by School Health Services.
30. Dental Services:  Public Dental Services conduct epidemiological studies among schoolchildren at regular intervals. The caries index DMFT is calculated among schoolchildren in three different age groups (6, 12 and 15 years) as recommended by the WHO. The results of the last study conducted in 2014 showed a significant decrease in the caries index among the children aged 6 old compared to the results of previous studies in 2010 (1.83 Vs 2.14) while caries indices for schoolchildren aged 12 and 15 years old remained at the same level (1.25 and 1.98). Of note that Cyprus is included among countries with low prevalence of dental caries.

31. State General Laboratory:  Annual Official National Monitoring Programs for law enforcement: Collection of data on the presence of dangerous chemicals / microbes / allergens in foodstuff, the environment, cosmetics and articles used by children.

32. Applied Research Programs, depending on external funding: Innovative data collection, complementary to the official monitoring programs (e.g. Ex. EFSA-funded projects on children dietary surveys, EU-funded projects on human biomonitoring of children and mothers of childbearing age and Indoor air quality in schools, Pilot projects funded by the Ministry of Health for novel investigations for the presence of harmful substances in items (food and non-food) consumed / used by children and biomonitoring of cannabis in the meconium of newborns).

33. The Ministry of Education and Culture collects data concerning the following:

· Data is collected on the language proficiency level of non-Greek speaking pupils in order to provide to them extra language support for learning the Greek language.

· The Pedagogical Institute collects data from the reports of racist incidents by the schools that implement the Code of Conduct against Racism and Guide for Managing and Reporting Racist Incidents.
· The Educational Psychology Service keeps comprehensive statistics and analytic data concerning the cases of children that the EPs are asked to assess and intervene in schools for various reasons every school year.
· School counselors are required by the Career Counselling and Education Service to provide an annual report regarding their services. With this data the Service keeps information related to pupils, such as types of problems they face through the school year and how these were handled by the school counselor, other services the school counselor has cooperated with, information on pupils’ socio-economic status, family dysfunctions, the number of incidents of various aspects of violence that took place. The annual report refers to the population of each school as a whole, therefore pupils’ personal information is not required.
· The Observatory on School Violence collects data concerning bullying incidents in schools. Each head-teacher should refer to the Observatory the incidents of bullying occurred in the school through an online platform. 
General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

34. Examples of current policies and practices that are based on the general principles of the Convention are outlined below:

· The best interests of the child underpin all work with children carried out by the Social Welfare Services and also court proceedings affecting children. 
· The child’s race, language and religion are taken into consideration in decisions to place him/her with a foster family. Every effort is made to place the child with a family having a similar background and when this is not possible to select a family that is ready and able to provide opportunities to the child to exercise his/her religion.  
· Children under the care of the Director of Social Welfare Services are provided with opportunities to participate, according to their age and level of maturity, in the Review Committee, which takes decisions on the care, protection, placement and rehabilitation of children in care.
· In court proceedings affecting children, Social Services Officers assigned to prepare reports for the court ascertain the views and wishes of the children concerned and take them into account, in accordance with their age and maturity, when submitting reports to the court.
35. Conferences provided by the Pedagogical Institute to support teachers in their work, included Education and gender equality (2012); Educational leadership and citizenship: Configuring active citizens to school (2013); Intercultural education in the contemporary school (2014); Implementation of the anti-racist policy of the Ministry of Education and Culture: Code of Conduct against Racism and Guide for Managing and Reporting Racist Incidents (2015). On the Pedagogical Institute’s website there are links related to citizenship education, anti-racist education, gender equality, integration of children with migrant background in the Cyprus Educational System with useful education material that teachers can use.
36. Measure to ensure the full enjoyment of children belonging to the religious groups are:
· Full subsidization for the functioning of Nareg Armenian Schools and Agios Maronas Primary School.

· Subsidization of the transportation of Maronite children to Agios Maronas Primary School.

· Partial funding of the tuition fees paid by children belonging to the religious groups that attend private schools. 

· Children belonging to the religious groups are entitled to an exemption from the subject of Religious Education in public schools.

· Funding of the annual summer language camp in Kormakitis village for young Maronites.

· Optional Cypriot Maronite Arabic lessons offered at Agios Maronas Primary School.

· Preparation of teaching material for the Cypriot Maronite Arabic language. 

· Teaching of the Armenian language and history in all Nareg Schools.

· Funding the operation of the NANOR Armenian Childcare Centre.

· Organisation of training seminars for teachers of Cypriot Maronite Arabic and the Armenian language.

37. In addition, the Pedagogical Institute participates or coordinates relevant European projects, related to teacher trainings, development and use of toolkits in the area of human rights, tolerance, children integration, etc.

38. The MOEC and the PI coordinate the Erasmus+ project "iDecide" (2016-2018), which aims to develop an innovative toolkit and induction course to support evidence-based policy making which can lead to the reduction of disparities in learning outcomes and marginalization, by supporting school leaders, school staff, and policymakers to engage in shared and inclusive decision making. By implementing the toolkit and collecting rich data, the project aims to understand the complexities of how decisions at the school level influence marginalized groups and develop concrete recommendations for policy and practice on how to engage in shared decision making, giving voice to all stakeholders. One of the most crucial deliverables of the project will be the "iDecide Toolkit", which will, among others, invite school leaders and staff to consider the following factors when making decisions: cultural differences, disability-health issues, economic obstacles, geographical obstacles and social obstacles. 

39. Coordination of the Erasmus+ project "DiDeSu" (Differentiation of instruction for teacher professional Development and students' Success, 2015-2017), which aims to empower teachers to develop focused interventions in terms of instructional methodology in order to help all pupils improve and experience happiness and success. Especially, the project aims to help teachers acquire the necessary skills and knowledge in order to effectively apply differentiated instruction, thus being able to respond to the needs of all pupils in mixed ability classrooms. 

40. Cyprus has participated, as a full partner country, in the two cycles of the "EU/CoE pilot projects scheme on human rights and democracy in action: Teaching controversial issues – Developing effective training for teachers and school leaders". The first cycle of the project titled "Living with controversy – A training tool for teachers" was conducted in 2014-2015  and aimed at teacher’s training on how to handle controversial issues at school. The tool’s main aim was to help teachers deal with controversial issues by taking a holistic approach, for example issues such as religion, sexuality, euthanasia, racism, homophobia, transphobia, bullying, sexism, nationalism were included in the learning objectives of the Health Education curriculum. The second cycle of the project titled "Managing controversy: A whole-school training tool" was conducted in 2015-2016 and aimed to produce a tool for school leaders, senior managers and leadership teams on how to manage and react to controversial issues in and beyond the school. Teacher trainers at the PI provided support on citizenship and human rights education at the school level. The end products of the project (websites, lessons plans, videos, scoping papers, tools for teachers, tools for headteachers) were integrated (or will be integrated during the current school year) to support existing policies and practices that teachers and school leaders can follow. As far as the anti-racist policy is concerned, specific guidelines, developed through the pilot project, were added. The tool "Discovering the elephant", developed by the MOEC, which includes activities such as debates on controversial issues (e.g. euthanasia for animals, family types, drugs, smoking), will be enriched from the project. Moreover, teacher and headteacher in-service training on Health Education curriculum and the tools were developed, based on the two cycles of the project.

41. Participation of the Pedagogical Institute in the European project "BODI". "BODI" aims to: (a) contribute to the development of education policies and practices on intercultural education, gender education and inclusion of children/parents of minority cultural backgrounds; (b) contribute to the development of teachers’ competences through new methods for teacher training and new practical tools ready to adapt; (c) contribute to the development of school’s capacity to address cultural diversity, to ensure that children of different cultural backgrounds and their parents are not excluded and equip children for participation in an intercultural society tolerant towards gender diversity; and (d) offer tools and strategies to address sensitive issues, such as gender.

42. Participation in a project co-funded by Asylum, Immigration and Integration Fund and the Cyprus Government, in cooperation with the Research Centre CARDET and the Advisory Company INNOVADE, that offers Greek language lessons for third country minors as part of the integration process after school classes. The programme began in November 2016.

43. Coordination of the project "Measures for improving social and educational integration of children coming from non-EU countries" co-funded by Asylum, Immigration and Integration Fund and the Cyprus Government. The project aims to provide support to teachers and to introduce measures for parent’s involvement in schools where third country pupils attend. 
44. Measures taken for the education of Turkish Cypriot children:

· Full subsidization of the tuition fees, enrolment fees and buying of books for Turkish Cypriot children living in the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus, who choose to study in a private school.

· Roma children have a priority for admission in public kindergartens, whereas families receiving a public allowance or Minimum Income Guaranteed are exempted from paying fees in public kindergartens.

· Provision of a number of scholarships for Turkish Cypriot children living in the occupied areas for studying in the English School.

· Provision of lessons of Greek as a second language, free of charge, for Turkish Cypriots at the Adult Education Centres and the State Institutes for Further Education.

· The schools with the highest number of Turkish Cypriot pupils, 18th Agios Antonios Primary School and Agios Antonios Secondary School, are included in the project "School and Social Inclusion Actions". 

· Employment of Turkish Cypriot teachers in Agios Antonios Primary and Secondary Schools. Turkish Cypriot teachers are employed to teach Turkish language, History and Muslim religion.
· Employment of bilingual teachers in Agios Antonios Primary and Secondary Schools. In Agios Antonios Primary School the bilingual teacher works as an interpreter, in order to facilitate the communication and interaction of the school with the Turkish Cypriot pupils and their parents. The bilingual teacher in Agios Antonios Secondary School teaches Greek as a second language to the Turkish Cypriot children.

· Cooperation of Agios Antonios Primary and Secondary Schools with the Bi-communal Centre of Lemesos Municipality, where support services are provided to Turkish Cypriot parents and pupils (educational programmes, clothing, stationery).

· Turkish Cypriot children are entitled to an exemption from the subject of Religious Education in public schools. 

· Officers of the TFSV participated, in June 2015, in the training "Participation experiences and empowerment for Roma youth" hosted by "Hope for Children" UNCRC Policy Center.
45. Particularly, during 2016, the following training seminars, concerning discrimination, for police officers were organized:

46. Based on the actions of the project «TOGETHER! Empowering civil society and Law Enforcement Agencies to make hate crime visible», co-funded by the European Commission under the Fundamental Rights and Citizenship Programs, Cyprus Police, in cooperation with the non-governmental organization KISA and the Office of Administration & Human Rights (Ombudsman) organized four (4) two-day training seminars and one-day training seminar for police members of Immigration Department, in which approximately 60 police member were trained. 

47. In cooperation with the University of Cyprus and under the project titled «C.O.N.T.A.C.T. Creating an Online Network, monitoring Team and phone app to counter hate crime tactics», two (2), two-day training seminars were organized (June 2016) in which 50 police members were trained. 

48. Specific training programs with the subject «Community/Ethnic groups, behavior, Racism and ways of Combating» took place (13-14 October 2016), for 75 police members of Community Policing, in cooperation with the Office of Administration & Human Rights. 

49. The Office for Combating Discrimination, of the Crime Combating Department, Police Headquarters, conducted (September 2016) a specialist training programme for Training Officers of all Police Divisions, who proceeded to further training programs for their members in their District jurisdiction. Issues such as combating prejudices within the Police, implications of the anti-racism legislation, effective investigation and recording of hate crimes were discussed and analyzed in detail. 

50. In 2012 representatives of the MOEC and the Police were trained in the UK regarding the promotion of road safety education. Furthermore, representatives of the MOEC (along with the Police and the Ministry of Transport, Communications and Works) participated in meetings as part of the ICARUS project. The primary deliverables of the project were a survey documenting and evaluating the behaviors of young drivers and identifying the main factors jeopardizing road safety, a handbook outlining certain training guidelines on road safety awareness and education for young drivers and a movie.

51. The Ministry of Education and Culture, in collaboration with the Police and the non-governmental organisation "Reaction”, has organised a road safety programme in secondary schools operating in areas where the number of traffic offenses recorded is considerably high. Activities which have been carried out during this programme include the studying of different case studies, suggestions of how to avoid road accidents, creation of graffiti on the school walls and a number of other projects and activities carried out in the school premises. Another measure taken by the MOEC was the activity titled "Walking in the neighborhood around my school". This action, with the help of the Police, aimed to help pupils identify risk factors causing accidents and improve their behaviour as pedestrians, cyclists and passengers.

52. Interventions implemented by the Police Traffic Department include:

· Interventions delivered to school and university students (These form of interventions are mainly used to provide students with specific information on road safety and injuries).

· Interventions developed in collaboration with other public services and non-governmental organizations that aim to persuade those who attend, that driving environment is more hazardous than they appreciate.

· Certain training courses have also been designed for parents and others, in order to provide them with information that may challenge their attitudes towards speeding, the use of seat belts and car seats for children and other hazardous attitudes that may develop as drivers.  These courses are developed in an effort to help in reducing the number of people and especially children that are injured in road traffic collisions.

· Other forms of interventions are applied within the community as well. These include public speeches and events dedicated to road safety in collaboration with local authorities.

· Frequently, various campaigns are conducted in order to provide the public with guidance on how to ensure both, their own and their children’s safety. For this purpose, TV spots, leaflets and other material is prepared. Information is also disseminated through the use of social media such as Facebook, Istagram and police application. 

· Furthermore, members of the Cyprus Police Headquarters Traffic Department are invited to participate in trainings and seminars concerning road safety and the rights of the child as they are expected to contribute substantially to the professional handling of cases where children are involved and their lives are at risk. 

53. As regards the procedure followed for the prevention of suicides in places of detention:

A.
Interview of the detainee: 

(1) The person in charge of the Detention Center has the responsibility, immediately before the placement of a person in detention center, to ensure that the detainee is interviewed, in a language that he/she understands. 

(2) The interview is taken by members of the Police, who were trained on these procedures. The interview is conducted in a confidential way and any information collected (medical or personal data) during the interview are handled as confidential according to the Processing of Personal Data (Protection of Individuals) Law (L. 138(I)/2001.

(3) The member of the Police taking the interview registers all answers and any abnormal or unusual behavior of the detainee in the Interview Form. 

(4) In case that, during the interview, the behavior of the detainee is unusual (e.g crying, expression of death, etc), the procedure for immediate psychiatric examination begins, with the consent of the detainee. In case that the detainee refuses to be examined and appears to have a mental disorder requiring psychiatric hospitalization, the possibility for compulsory treatment should be considered, in cooperation with family/relatives according to the Psychiatric Care Law (L. 77(I)/1997).

(5) Until the examination, the detained person is under supervision in a room that no objects, which can be used to harm himself/herself or others exists. At the same time, efforts are made for the psychological support of the detainee. On the completion of the medical examination, the instructions of the doctor are followed, as regards the treatment of the detainee.
B.
Observation of the detainee’s behavior during detention:

(1) Every detainee, after his/her placement in the detention center, is monitored every 30 minutes, unless more frequent monitoring is necessary for protection of life/health or for security reasons. The member of the Police checks, among others, for any unusual or dangerous behavior of the detainee (e.g. crying, talking to himself / herself, etc). In this case, the member of the Police notifies his/her superiors and records the incident in the relevant documents and in the Registration of Observations during Detention form. 

(2) When information for psychological problems/self-harm/previous suicidal behavior are obtained by relatives or friends of the detainee, special attention should be given and these information should be evaluated in time, in relation with the rest information obtained. 

(3) In case that during the detention, the behavior of the detainee is unusual (e.g crying, expression of death, etc), the procedure mentioned in paragraphs A 4 and 5 above are followed. 

C.
General Guidelines for the Prevention of Suicides in Detention Centers

(1) Emergency cases are transferred to the Governmental Hospitals for treatment by a psychiatrist. The relevant Office of the Police ensures at regular intervals, in cooperation with the Mental Health Services, that all Police Stations receive a list with the Governmental Hospitals that employ a psychiatrist.   

(2) The completed interview form is placed in the Personal Detainees File. 

(3) The Interview Form accompanies the detainee in case of his/her transfer to another detention center or prisons. In this case, a copy of the interview form is kept at the Police Station delivering the detainee. The person in charge of the Detention Center receiving the detainee completes a new form and attaches it to the form delivered. 

(4) In case when a detainee is transferred to a psychiatrist for treatment, copies of the above mentioned documents / forms are given to the psychiatrist, if asked. 

54. During the period under review, the Pedagogical Institute offered various seminars to parents in subjects like: 
· Internet safety 

· Parental and emotional Literacy "We are not born, we become parents"

· Communication within the family: Parental mistakes - conflicts, management and mediation

· Self-esteem development and the role of parents

· Sexuality education and prevention of abuse

· Mental and physical health of the child, daily activities and routine - development and success

· Management of problematic behaviors, prevention and treatment

· School bullying and ways to deal with it 

· Parental stress and its positive and creative management.

55. Annual monitoring programs of the Ministry of Health include:

a. Food Safety: Control of various chemicals, known to be harmful to children’s health, such as endocrine disrupting chemicals (ex. Bisphenol A, phphalates, etc), heavy metals (ex. cadmium, lead and mercury, Mycotoxins and Radioactivity in baby food, control of disease-causing microbiological agents and allergens in food consumed by children, etc.

b. Water Safety: Chemical and microbiological safety of drinking (tap and bottled) water, with special emphasis in schools and bottled water for children. 

c. Safety of articles intended to be used by children, including children’s toys (phthalates, heavy metals, aromatic amines, residual solvents), nitrosamines in baby soothers and bottles.

d. Safety of Cosmetics (Parabens, Phthalates, Cadmium and other heavy metals, Allergens, Nitrosamines, SPF efficiency of sun protection products.  

e.  Legionella pneumoniophila in Pediatric Units / Neonatal Care Units.

Violence against children (arts. 19, 24, para. 3, 28, para. 2, 34, 37 (a) and 39) 
56. The Family Counselors, appointed by the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance, have the following responsibilities:

· They receive complaints relating to the possible use of violence and carry out the necessary investigations,

· They advise, counsel and mediate for the relief of problems in the family that are likely to have led or to lead to the use of violence,

· They make arrangements for the immediate medical examination of the complainant and where necessary accompany the complainant,

· They file reports to the Police for the investigation of possible criminal offences,

· Upon instructions of the court, they carry out investigations regarding the financial situation of the family in general and that of the accused in particular, in the event that an exclusion order
 might be issued,

· They carry out investigations and make arrangements for the accommodation of the accused or his family in the event that an exclusion order has been issued,

· Where there is reasonable suspicion that a child has been mistreated by a family member, they immediately make all the necessary arrangements for the medical or other examination of the child.

57. The Office functions on a multifaceted framework and its spherical and supervisory role includes the following activities:

· Police representation and projection of the issue to the public through mass media channels such as television, radio, the press etc. Public presentations and informative lectures are also given during public meetings and events.

· Publication and dissemination of informative materials such as brochures, booklets and posters to increase public awareness and sensitization in addition to specialized materials for the training of police personnel.

· Provision of specialized lectures to police officers of varying ranks as well as to other involved professionals such as teachers, medical personnel and NGO volunteers.

· Promotion of Public Campaigns and Police initiatives specific to the responsibilities pertaining to the functions of the Office.

· Review of criminal files and suggestions for further police action or to the Attorney General concerning criminal proceedings.
· Contacting parties involved in the process of handling cases or incidents either reported or forwarded to the Office.
· Coordination of Police action and initiatives with involved Government or Non-Government Organizations.
· Maintenance and continual updating of the national police data base of incidents.
· Preparation and presentation of studies conducted on the issue.
58. Whenever a Domestic Violence incident is reported to the Police, the responding officer or the investigator fill out a standard form called “Police 102”.  The form contains basic information for the incident, the offender and the victim.  Data are mostly collected in fill in words and “ticks”, and a one or two lines description of the incident.  

59. All such forms are sent to Police Headquarters, and they end up in our Office.  Here, the data are entered and stored in an electronic registry specifically designed for this purpose and are used for internal Police purposes only. The registry it’s used to track previous history of repeated offenders and it is useful not only to personnel of our Office, but to Police investigators all around Cyprus. This happens when in filing a new report our personnel identify previous incidents between the same members of the same family.  In such cases our office notifies the interested investigating police officer or station. In addition, whenever an investigator knows of, or suspects previous incidents, he/she can call our Office to find out if anything is available.
60. The electronic registry was designed, installed, and is being supervised by the Police Department of Research and Development, which is responsible for settling any programming or computer based problems, as well as for backing up the system and its data. For security purposes, the electronic registry is not connected to a network or shared on line.

61. During the period January – June 2017 the members of the Child Sexual Abuse Investigation Special Team participated in educational/training programs:  

· «Refresher Training Programme on the investigation of cases of child sexual abuse and the conduct of child forensic interviews», which was   organized internally by the Police Academy and the Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Office and took place at the premises of both the Police Academy and the Violence and Child Abuse Office, between 19-22/12/2016. 

· «Refresher Training on Conducting Forensic Interviews regarding Children and Vulnerable Witnesses» which was organized internally by the Police Academy and the Office Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Office and took place at the Police Academy. The trainer was the British expert, mrs Betty Milne. 

· «Training of the Barnahus Model Child Sexual Abuse», which was organized by the “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Centre and the Social Welfare Services and took place at the Cyprus Academy of Public Administration. 

· «A more friendly justice for children in cases of child sexual abuse», which was organized by the “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Centre and took place at a hotel in Nicosia between 25-26/5 and 30-31/6/2017. 

62. In December 2014 a circular was issued by the Ministry of Education and Culture, informing schools on the new legislation enacted and informing teachers on their obligations arising from the law of Child Sexual Abuse.  

63. Also in December 2014 a staff training session was organised on "Preventing and combating sexual abuse and exploitation of minors". The training lasted four days and the trainers were the founders and partners of the "Stop the Silence Association" in the USA. 
64. Between October 2015 and February 2016 the procedures were set for handling Child Sexual Abuse cases in schools. The procedures were discussed and approved by the representatives of the National Committee to Combat Child Sexual Abuse as well as representatives from the Police. In February 2016 a second detailed circular for schools was issued that analyzed procedures and gave emphasis to child protection in case of abuse, developing step-by-step school procedures. In March 2016 a text with the Ministry of Education and Culture’s policy on children sexuality education was prepared and circulated to schools. It served to coordinate the Ministry of Education and Culture’s as well as the Pedagogical Institution’s actions on sexuality education. During the same month the Committee informed all directors and inspectors of the Ministry of Education and Culture as well as the District Education Offices about its on-going actions, policies, law and procedures. In January 2017 the Ministry of Education and Culture organised a training session for all school counselors and EPs and the Minister pointed out the importance of this issue in a press conference. The Pedagogical Institute has also organised workshops, school-based seminars for teacher training as well as seminars in the context of the National Strategy.

65. The new regulations for the operation of public secondary schools clearly state that it is the responsibility of the school unit to take all the necessary administrative and pedagogical measures to protect children from any form of violence, including sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. In December 2014 schools received a circular on the new legislation, informing them about their obligations arising from the law of Child Sexual Abuse. In February 2016 schools received another circular regarding the procedures to be followed, giving emphasis on child protection in the case of abuse. Between February and June 2016 head-teachers participated in informative seminars about Child Sexual Abuse law and procedures. In September 2016 schools sent out a parents’ informative leaflet about Child Sexual Abuse law, procedures and sexuality education policy in schools. Between September 2017 and 2020 all teachers will be invited to participate in a daily seminar about Child Sexual Abuse law and school procedures. Since December 2014 as of today schools can communicate at any time with the Ministry of Education and Culture Committee members to ensure proper counseling and guidelines for handling and reporting cases of Child Sexual Abuse.

66. The Ministry of Education and Culture has made considerable efforts to achieve a comprehensive and effective sexuality education in schools according to WHO (2010) guidelines. Sexuality education in Cyprus is part of the recently reformed Health Education curriculum that promotes active citizenship with learning objectives related to critical awareness of stereotypes and social exclusion consequences. The inclusion of sexuality education through health education as a compulsory subject, that begins from pre-school and ends at upper secondary school, was approached as an essential element of the educational reform for the 21st century.  The themes that are related to sexuality education are included in the thematic area called "Family planning, sexual and reproductive health". This sub-thematic area includes topics which are directly referred to a comprehensive understanding of sex and reproductive health such as local and European Law, stereotypes, family violence, homophobia, the role of religion and the media. Teachers can directly liaise themes of this particular thematic area (and its sub-themes) with other thematic areas of the curriculum, such as peer pressure, values of life, gender stereotypes, self-esteem, safety, assertiveness, rights and obligations and substance misuse. Pupils, therefore, have the opportunity to understand that sexuality and sexual behaviour is associated with their overall life, others’ lives and the society as a whole.
67. Also, a 14 week training programme was designed for Police officers who joined the Police and were appointed to serve at Menoyia Detention Center. The training program started at the beginning of December 2012 and included a separate section on Human Rights. Police officers that work at Menoyia Detention Center, periodically (within six months), receive revisional programs, focusing on human rights, racism, xenophobia, the rights of detainees, etc.
68. It should be noted, that due to the financial crisis that created budgetary constraints and led to the reduction of Police personnel, Cyprus Police Academy has temporarily suspended its operations as of December 2015. However, during 2016 the Cyprus Police Academy offered the following training programmes:

· Revisional Training Programme of Menoyia Detention Center Police members every six months, as provided at the relevant legislation.  It should be noted that the programme includes lectures on Human Rights delivered also by representatives of the Office of the Ombudsman,

· Schengen training programmes - during of which 329 members of the Police were trained,

· Law of the Sea training programme - 26 members of the Police were trained.

69. It is also worth noting that a specific training programme entitled «Community/Ethnic groups, behaviour, Racism and ways of Combating» was organized on the 13-14 October 2016, for 75 police members of Community Policing, in cooperation with the Office of Administration & Human Rights. 

70. Additionally, it should be noted that in 2017, the Police is planning, a one-day core seminar for members of the Police, which aim to further train the members of the Police on topics related to respect and protection of human rights and the implementation of the Police Code of Ethics. Members of the Police, who will participate in this training programme are going to be appointed to train other members of their Department and transfer the knowledge and information received during the training. 

71. In the light of the 2014 amendment of Law 163(I)/2005, the Police launched on 28th & 29th May 2015, a Training Program at the Cyprus Police Academy, which aimed at a specific group of Police officers on the treatment of detainees. This programme included topics relating to human rights of detainees and the obligations of the Police members deriving from the relevant Laws and the Police Standing Orders. It is worth noting that, within this programme, a member of the Office of the Commissioner for Administration (the Ombudsman), lectured on issues relating to human rights of detained persons.  It should be noted that departmental training is conducted regarding protection and promotion of human rights, treatment and rights of detainees, etc.

72. A one day conference was organized by the Cyprus Police on 09/12/2016 on the occasion of the Human Rights Day (10th of December). The aim of the conference was to raise awareness with regard to respect and protection of human rights and the strengthening of human rights protection during the exercise of the duties of the Police. During the conference, speeches and presentations were made by representatives of the of the Ministry of Justice and Public Order, the Chief of Police, the Ombudsman, the Commissioner of Children’s Rights, the Cyprus Red Cross, the High Commissioner for Refugees in Cyprus and relevant offices of the Cyprus Police (Human Rights Office, Office for Combating Discrimination and Office of Combating Trafficking in Human Beings). A total number of 100 members of the Police attended the conference. The conference will be repeated in December 2017.  

73. It should be noted that the Police Code of Ethics was recently revised taking into consideration, inter alia, the European Police Code of Conduct and the Guide of Conduct and Ethics for Public Servants, which was prepared with the assistance of the Ombudsman. The Code of Ethics was enriched with new provisions concerning the behavior of the police officers during the performance of their duties. Additionally, the Code of Ethics was divided in articles in order to facilitate members of the Police and make the Code more efficient in its use. 

74. The Code is an institutional framework of actions, behaviors and attitudes which aim to highlight the professional and moral completeness of Police members as responsible people and public officials. It is a framework of principles and rules that promote mutual respect and trust between Police members and citizens. The Code has eight articles that are related to the general obligations and duties of the Police, the behavior during police actions, investigations and interviews, arrest and detention procedures, etc.
75. The Code of Ethics was issued in a booklet form and was distributed to all members of the Police for awareness and sensitization, just administration and transparency, promotion citizens’ human rights, strengthening public confidence towards the Police and further development of professionalism within the Police.  It should be noted that the Code of Ethics was uploaded on the Police Portal and the official website of the Cyprus Police, in both in Greek and recently in English. The Police Standing Order 1/73 “Police Code of Ethics” has also been amended. 
76. A Handbook on Human Rights was prepared by the Police in order to inform and sensitize police members on the protection and promotion of human rights. The Handbook includes issues relating to use of force, treatment of detainees, detention conditions, etc. The Handbook is in the process of being printed. The Handbook is going to be distributed to members of the Police and placed on the police portal. 

77. The manual “Manual on the treatment on juvenile offenders and victims” was prepared and was distributed to all relevant departments of the Police. The Manual aims to raise awareness of police officers on handling juvenile offenders and victims, and to promote and protect the rights of these persons. The Manual was distributed to members of the Police and was placed on the police portal.

78. A folder was created on the internal website of the Police (portal) entitled “Human Rights”. The folder was created in order to systematically inform and raise awareness among all members of the Police about issues concerning human rights and treatment of detainees. The folder includes circular letters, conventions, legislation, reports and manuals of good practices.
79. A second folder titled «Racism & Diversity» was uploaded on the official website of the Cyprus Police. The folder includes information brochures, targeting primarily third country vulnerable groups residing in Cyprus, which were published and uploaded in four languages (English, Bengali, Vietnamese and Srilankan) with all the necessary information about the existing legislation and legal protection from any discriminatory treatment.
80. The Police printed an informational leaflet entitled “Respect of Human Rights”, which was distributed to members of the Police. The leaflet was also uploaded on the Police Portal. 
81. The Observatory provides trainings for teachers, on a school basis, concerning the two relevant subjects: 

· Training programme on the prevention and intervention of bullying which has the following targets: recognition of bullying, awareness raising, holistic school approach, referring incidents of bullying and managing bullying. 
· A peer mediation programme is offered in primary education for teachers’ and pupils’ training, on a school basis. In particular, the implementation of the programme gives the opportunity to pupils to resolve their conflicts through compromise and restorative justice. In this way, traditional penalties given in such cases by the school are avoided.

82. In order to provide a safe environment for child protection and personal development, the Task Force on School Violence enhances: 

· Programmes involving teachers and pupils aimed at developing skills for dialogue, negotiation, conflict resolution and dealing with intense emotions, such as anger.

· Parents’ programmes that give the opportunity to discuss issues of adolescent well-being and to develop communication and managerial skills.

· Programmes for pupils, at an individual or group level, that aim to help pupils to better understand themselves, their senses, the sources of exercise, the pressure and the strong reaction they can exercise.

· Training and negotiation skills training programmes within the framework of respect and dignity.

Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18, paras. 1 and 2, 20, 21, 25 and 27, para. 4)

83. Police Circular:
· In case of an arrest and detention of an irregular migrant father for unlawful entry / stay, the wife-mother who has a minor child (under the age of 18), is not arrested and Social Welfare Services are notified as well as the Aliens and Immigration Service. Then, the Aliens and Immigration Service forwards a report to the Director of the Civil Registry and Migration Department, to issue detention and deportation orders, which are directly suspended by the Director of the Civil Registry and Migration Department, who is responsible to determine conditions regarding their travel documents and the time that they must appear at the District Branches of the Aliens and Immigration Service.

· In the case of a single mother, who falls under the category
of prohibited migrant, with a child under the age of eighteen, the above procedure is applied. 

· In cases of a planned adult arrest, with minor children the Social Welfare Services must be informed timely and in advance in order to attend, cooperate with the Police and handle the issues that may arise.

· In cases where conditions set by the Civil Registry and Migration Department, are not satisfactory or the mother violates the conditions or refuses to cooperate with the Director of the Civil Registry and Migration Department, the competent authority shall convene within 24 hours, a special multidisciplinary Committee composed of representatives of the Social Welfare Services, the Ministry of Health, the Ombudsman, the Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of Children and the Legal Service to give an opinion on the best interest of the child in case of separation from the mother, due to the arrest. If the Commission determines that the separation from the mother, does not serves the child's best interest, the Social Welfare Services undertakes the protection of the family. When the child is over the age of 8 and the Commission agrees with the detention of the parent, the temporary child care, until the removal of the family, is undertaken by the Social Welfare Services. The above procedure is being applied to cases where the father is the only guardian or responsible of the minor child.

· It is noted that if, for any reason as a result of the exercise of police powers, a child remains without parental care, the Social Welfare Services are informed for undertaking the care of the child. Under no circumstances, police members take decisions regarding a child’s care or accept or approve such decisions (e.g. accommodation of children with relatives or friends).  

· As regards foreigners with deportation orders, who claim to be minors and their actual age is not proven, the Social Welfare Services are informed, which will communicate with the Ministry of Health and in cooperation they will refer the foreigner for medical examination to establish whether he/she is a minor or not. Until, verification of the actual age of these foreigners, the Social Welfare Services, will undertake the responsibility of hosting them in temporary premises other than the state institutions for children. In case that they are minors, their custody will be undertaken by the Social Welfare Services.

Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18, para. 3, 23, 24, 26, 27, paras. 1–3, and 33)

84. Healthcare is provided by both the private and the public sector:
· Primary Health Care for children is offered at Primary Health Care Centres of the Government Hospitals and the Urban and Rural Health Centres in all districts. Primary healthcare for children is also provided by the Paediatricians working in the Private sector. 
· Specialized Children and Neonatal Units operate at all district hospitals and a Central Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Archbishop Makarios Hospital in Nicosia and offer high standards of care for the sick children and immature or small for gestational age neonates.  The major Paediatric referral hospital Archbishop Makarios Hospital in Nicosia, is child friendly as regards interior design and also by supplying a free wi-fi system in all hospital for access to all hospitalised children and the accompanying parents.
85. The Mental Health Inpatient Unit: When assessed as necessary, children and adolescents are hospitalised in the Unit for onset psychotic problems, severe behavioural or emotional disturbances, suicidal attempts, eating disorders etc. The team consists of Child Psychiatrists, Clinical Psychologists, Occupational Therapists and Mental Health Nurses. The team collaborates accordingly with external specialists such as social workers, clinical dieticians, paediatricians, child neurologists, geneticians etc.  Assessment, individual and family therapy and specialised reintegration programs are in place, along with private schooling during hospitalisation in collaboration with the Ministry of Education. The duration of hospitalisation aims at meeting the urgent psychological needs of these children and at the same time minimize their withdrawal from their usual environment. During their hospitalisation, interdisciplinary meetings are held with different agents including social workers, school representatives, parents and mental health teams in the community in order to prepare the child’s /adolescent’s gradual social/ educational and familial reintegration.  
86. The team of the Child and Adolescent Eating Disorder Unit consists of one Child Psychiatrist, one Clinical Psychologist, one Occupational Therapist and three Mental Health Nurses. All the specialists have been trained in a specialised intervention program by the Maudsley Centre UK. The interventions are aimed to reinforce therapeutically the child/adolescent and his family, deal with the eating disorder they face. In life threatening situations, the child/adolescent is hospitalised for the duration needed at the Mental Health Inpatient Unit for Children and Adolescents. The two teams collaborate on a weekly basis and after hospitalisation; the CAEDC continues working with the child/adolescent and family with systematic, sometimes daily, therapeutic interventions that may continue until adulthood if necessary.
87. SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES -The School Health Services (SHS) of the Ministry of Health were established in 1976 after a Ministerial decision.  Following a structured programme SHS have as their mission to early detect, treat and monitor health problems of school children, promote activities as to the development of healthy attitudes and behaviors among children, promote a hygienic environment at school and prevention communicable diseases.  SHS are provided free of charge to all school-children of the public sector and since school year 2015-2016 they are partially provided to schools of the private sector as well.

88. SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICES - The school dental services are offered via a variety of services offered to both public and private schools free of charge.  In particular dental treatment is offered to students in elementary schools via four dental mobile units which visit selected elementary schools which are situated in remote rural areas and in areas closed to the Green Line as well as schools in refugees’ settlement areas with high prevalence of oral health problems. 
89. Also, a Cooperation program is implemented in both the public and private schools in collaboration with the Pancyprian Dental Association and includes all elementary schoolchildren of the 5ht Grade. Children are undergone oral examination by a public dental officer and they are referred for treatment to the dentist of their choice and the cost of treatment is covered by the Dental Services. 
90. In addition, the program for schoolchildren of the first grade in elementary schools aims at raising parent’s awareness on their children’s dental needs and on the necessary preventive measures for better oral health for their children.   It starts early in October each year and all schoolchildren of the first grade of the Elementary Schools are examined by the public dental officers.  A reference note is sent to all parents indicating the result of their child oral examination and encouraging parents to attend a dentist if necessary. Before the end of the year the same schoolchildren are examined again and the percentage of compliance to the program is calculated. This program has been expanded the last 2 years to pre-school children aged 5 years old as well as to children aged 15 years 
91. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CLINICS - The Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics in Cyprus offer preventive services to mothers, infants/children and generally to the whole family. They are provided through a network of the rural and urban health care centers.  Services provided by health visitors, free of charge to all residents aim at health promotion.  The main goals of the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics include the early detection and treatment of health problems of infants and children, the promotion of healthy behaviors and lifestyles in general and the prevention of infectious diseases. At the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics children receive free of charge, all routine vaccinations according to the Cyprus Ministry of Health vaccination schedule.
92. Provisions included in the National legislation on tobacco control [L. 24(I)/2017]:

· Smoking and vaping of e- cigarettes is completely banned in schools, including the outside grounds.

· Smoking and vaping is completely banned in children’s playgrounds including the outside grounds.

· There are punishments for everyone attempting to sell cigarettes, e-cigarettes to children under the age of 18 including loss of trade license for a period of five years.

· Under current legislation it is illegal to sell cigarettes – e- cigarettes through vending machines.

· Under current legislation it is illegal to advertise cigarettes – e-cigarettes in any form. 

· Smoking and vaping is banned in the cars at the presence of children under the age of 18.

· It is illegal to sell cigarettes in packs with fewer than 20 pieces, or roll your own tobacco in less than 30g package.

· Pictorial health warnings exist in every tobacco product which have shown to have a negative impact in children’s view for tobacco.

· Ban of cross-border distance sales of tobacco products and e- cigarettes 

· Ban of placing in the market tobacco products with certain additives like colourings – vitamins –caffeine taurine that may attract children.

· Ban of tobacco for oral use.

· Electronic cigarettes and refill containers are child- and tamper- proof, are protected against breakage and leakage and have a mechanism that ensures refilling without leakage. 

93. The National Strategy for encountering dependence from illicit substances and the harmful use of alcohol 2013-2020, comprises the basic policy document for substance dependence and provides guidance for the government’s actions and initiatives for the next eight years. The new strategy adopts a comprehensive and global policy approach, which succeeds the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2012, aiming to shape the existing framework, provide policy guidance and thus coordinate local agencies in carrying out actions in the field of addictions, for licit and illicit substances. Moreover, the strategy aims to reinforce, strengthen and expand international partnerships. Therefore, the policy promotes measures and interventions based on scientifically proven practices that utilize human and financial resources in an effective manner. 

94. The Strategy is structured around two policy areas; demand reduction and supply reduction, promoting actions that reflect the needs of the country through the five basic areas of intervention, including Prevention, Treatment and Social Reintegration, Harm Reduction, Supply Control and Regulation, and International Cooperation, and three cross-cutting themes; (a) coordination, (b) international cooperation and (c) research, information, monitoring and evaluation. 

95. Measures/actions aimed at reducing alcohol related harm are introduced in a horizontal manner across all pillars of the Action Plan Preventive programs tackle the development of environmental interventions (ie. Interventions aimed at changing the behaviour or facilitation of change, by changing the environment of the individual). Specifically, the CAC for the purposes of the National Strategy emphasizes the importance of the enactment of legislation on the protection of health (tobacco control) and the Health and Safety at Work Act. The legislation to completely ban smoking in public places is considered an essential preventive environmental strategy for the whole range of addictive substances.  Some of the actions regarding environmental prevention, include the introduction of new policies and measures for the National Guard, which are expected to lead to an improvement as regards the infrastructure as well as the internal procedures in the DDR pillar. Such is the conduct of systematic urine or blood tests for the soldiers, as well as the implementation of the legislation that provides for a complete ban on smoking in entertainment venues, schools and in the army.  Emphasis is also given to measures to strengthen the implementation of legislation concerning the sale of alcohol to persons less than 17 years of age, and restrictions regarding the exhibition of new advertisements in relation to alcohol. 

96. The main shift observed in Cyprus as regards prevention interventions in the last 10 years has to do with the increased emphasis given to selective and indicated prevention program, moving away from universal approaches. This shift is also reflected in the funding given to the programmes. Prevention programmes are encouraged to target vulnerable groups and areas with empirically-based programs that include activities aiming to support vulnerable groups. In the latest National Strategy and current action plan we have determined the vulnerable groups and vulnerable areas that need to be supported based on the latest research data, and through the cooperation with the Drug Law Enforcement Unit.
97. The alcohol related actions by Pillar for the AP 2013-2016 are presented below:

Prevention Pillar:

· identification, information delivery and referral of pregnant women who use alcohol to relevant services

· provision of brief interventions to young people who access emergency departments due to intoxication

· provision of measures that support restrictions as regards exposure of young people to alcohol advertising

· dissemination of information targeting young people as regards heavy episodic drinking and alcohol related harm (information material, social media and smart phone applications)

Note: the prevention pillar includes further actions that support the reduction of alcohol related harm through non substance specific preventive and early detection interventions e.g. actions facilitating a supportive environment for vulnerable groups (including young people) with a multisectorial involvement including schools, health authorities, local communities, welfare services, the military, sports organisations etc.). 

Treatment and Social Reintegration Pillar:

· provision of inpatient and outpatient treatment programmes for alcohol dependency 

· treatment interventions for specific groups: migrants, women, dual diagnosis

· individual and Family Counselling services for young people and families at risk

· outpatient detoxification and psychosocial treatment programme for alcohol dependent individuals in prisons

· provision of after care services and financial support system, including alcohol dependent individuals 

Harm Reduction Pillar: 

Objective: the reduction of drink-driving incidents 

· reduction of blood alcohol concentration levels when driving for novice drivers, professional drivers, motorists and cyclists.

· systematic breath testing by Road Traffic Police- campaigns near public holidays etc

· enforcement of stricter penalties and fines for repeated drink-driving offenders 

Supply Control and Regulations Pillar: 

Objective: the reduction of availability of alcohol among vulnerable groups

Revision of Sales of Alcoholic Beverages legislation: to facilitate better enforcement of age limits the following revisions are introduced: stricter penalties up to 3000 euros for selling/serving alcohol to a minor, clear age verification system, increase of age limit form 17 to 18, training in responsible sales and serving of alcohol linked with licensing system, a list of those who do not comply with the law will be published annually on Ministry of Interior’s website.  

· NOTE: The revised legislation has been drafted and will be discussed soon at the Parliament for endorsement

· Promotion of existing measures for stricter enforcement of legislation as regards sales of alcoholic beverages among young people below legal age limit

Monitoring licensing system for the regulation of alcohol production

Objective: the reduction of alcohol consumption among young people and the prevention of heavy drinking through taxation policies

· Enforcement of taxation system for alcoholic beverages based on alcohol type and volume 

· Systematic enforcement of tax legislation and controls at borders to minimize illegal trade 

International Cooperation Pillar: active participation in international dialogue and promotion of international cooperation and networking.

Monitoring and Research

· Systematic collection of comparable alcohol related data

· Working group to monitor alcohol related research & identify research gaps

· Use of common language for definitions on alcohol use & harms

· Further development of alcohol-related epidemiological Indicators

In addition the following Actions/Programmes were carried out in 23015-2016

· Action Plan on Safer Tourism  (Cyprus Tourism Organization) aiming to improve Safety conditions for the visitors in Cyprus (see attachment for description)

· Pilot mystery shopping programme (University of Cyprus and Cyprus Anti-Drugs Council)

Proposed action to improve compliance to Sales of Alcoholic Beverages Legislation

1 in 2 students in Cyprus (aged 15-16) reported buying alcoholic beverages for their own consumption in the last month 

Pilot mystery shopping programme for investigation and training purposes

Development of National Guidelines for Training in Responsible Sales and Serving of Alcohol (2015 edition)

Pilot National Training in Responsible Sales and Serving of Alcohol (January – June 2016)

Alcohol Awareness Week every third week of October (2013-today)

98. The Third AAW in 2015 focused on two theme priorities on reducing drink driving incidents and better enforcement/compliance to age restrictions on alcohol accessibility and consumption- involvement of Academic institutions, Ministries (Education, Justice- Cyprus Police, Communications and Works), youth organizations through a variety of actions. Activities of the week ended with the European Night without Accidents, with the active participation of many relevant stakeholders.  Press Conference to present recent developments, Safer Tourism Platform outcomes, Mystery Shopping results, Guidelines for Training for Responsible Sales and Serving of Alcohol and the proposed Amendments for Legislation on Sales of Alcoholic Beverages.

99. The fourth AAW will be carried out on the 24th-30th of October and once again the main focus will be children and young people aged 14-24. The week will be supported by a media campaign, with tv spots, spots showcased at blockbuster movie at the cinema for a two-week period, and promotion of campaign messages through social media. Moreover, during the AAW there will be discussions at tv and radio shows with national experts in the field ranging from policy, academic/science ad medical field. The campaign will also be supported from further actions carried out by Cyprus Police and other relevant government and non-government organizations. 

Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31)

100. Since the submission of the combined third and fourth periodic report, the Ministry of Education and Culture has promoted various actions and activities aiming to eliminate any form of discrimination, to promote the best interest of the child and to respect his/her views, through the adoption of a systematic, multidimensional approach. The various departments and services of the Ministry of Education and Culture have implemented the pertinent actions and activities that are described in detail in the next paragraphs of the report. Through its three-year Strategic Plan for the period 2018-2020, the Ministry of Education and Culture is aiming to ensure the provision of learning opportunities to all learners, through the implementation of an educational policy which embodies the values of equality, inclusivity, creativeness and innovation. Its basic goal is to increase access to quality education and provide opportunities for all learners to become successful in their learning, through modernising teaching methods and approaches, designing and implementing modern developmental programmes and creating the infrastructure that can facilitate high quality education.
101. Other initiatives of the Ministry of Education and Culture for the protection and promotion of the cultural rights of children belonging to the religious groups include the following:
· The programme "Encounters in the paths of art" was developed by the MOEC, with the participation of pupils from Nareg, Terra Santa, Stavros and Agios Vasilios Secondary Schools, who studied and presented the life and work of significant and influential Maronite, Armenian, Latin and other Greek Cypriot figures.
· In the context of the European Day of Languages celebrations on the 26th of September 2016, the European Commission Representation in Lefkosia, the MOEC, the University of Cyprus (Language Centre) and the Cyprus Linguistics Society organised the event "Languages for life". During this event a "Language fair" took place, where visitors were able to attend language tasters – 15-minute language courses for adults and children – especially designed for the purposes of the event. In this framework both the Armenian and CMA languages were presented to the public. 
· In cooperation with the religious groups, the MOEC has prepared brief chapters referring to the religion and cultural heritage of each of the religious groups. The units, titled "Our neighbours the Armenians", "Our neighbours the Maronites" and "Our neighbours the Latins", have been incorporated in the religious education textbooks used for 3rd grade of all public primary schools.

· Inclusion of units for the religious groups in the curricula of the subjects of History and Religious Education in secondary schools, aiming at raising awareness for the history, culture, language, religion and identity of the religious groups.

Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d), and 38–40)
102. Arrest of a minor:
· The arrest of a minor, where possible, is avoided.

· The arrest of a minor must be lawful, be used only as a last resort and be as short as possible (Law 243/90, Article 37 (b)). 

· In case of an arrest of a minor, the arrest procedure is followed (Information, Judicial Rules, Letter of Rights, etc.) (Chapters 155, 13, 243/90, 40, 163 (I)/2005, And 9). It should be noted that during the arrest procedure the age, maturity and vulnerability of children, must be taken into consideration.

· In addition, any decision regarding the arrest of a minor should be based on his /her best interest (letter from the Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of the Child, dated 11/06/2014).

· Children's cases should be handled by specially trained police personnel with appropriate training in the handling of juvenile offenders (Letter from the Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of the Child, dated 11/06/2014).

· Minors under arrest should be informed about the procedures that will follow, in a way that they understand according to their age and maturity (Letter from the Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of the Child, dated 11/06/2014). 

· Handcuffs must not be used, unless strictly necessary, taking into account the provisions of the Police Standing Order 5/39.

· Body search should be conducted by a member of the same sex with the detainee (Chap. 155, article 10). If the detainee must be undressed, this must be conducted out of sight of a person of the opposite sex (CPT 2011). 

· The detainee is informed about the right to communicate, in person by telephone with a lawyer of his/her own choice, without any other person being present (L.163 (I) /2005, articles 3 & 7 and Law 243/90, article 37).

· The detainee is informed about his / her right to legal assistance if he / she does not have sufficient resources to hire one (Law 165 (I)/2002 and L. 162 (I)/2005, Article 3 (1))
· The detainee is informed about the right to communicate, in person, by telephone, with his/her parents/guardians and inform them about the arrest and the detention/detention facility, in the presence of a police officer (Law 163 (I)/2005, articles 3 & 7).
· If, for the best interest of the child, it is considered necessary the Social Services of the State are informed about the arrest (Law 163 (I)/2005, article 6).
· After the minor’s arrest, he/she must be transferred, without delay, to a Police Station or detention facility (Chap. 155, Article 13).
103. Remand:
· The arrested person, with or without a warrant, is brought before a judge as soon as possible, not later than 24 hours after his/her arrest, if he/she has not been released in the meantime (Article 11 (5)).
· If the interviews with the arrested person are not completed, then the arrested person is brought before a judge, who after a request submitted by an inspector or a higher ranking police officer, refers the arrested person to police custody for a period not exceeding eight (8) days in each case (Cap. 155, Article 24).
· The judge, after hearing the police request, either releases the arrested person on terms, which the judge considers appropriate or orders his/her detention. The period of the above detention shall not exceed eight (8) days each and a total of 3 months from the day of the suspect's arrest (Constitution Article 11 (6)).
Follow-up to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

104. The Ministry of Education and Culture, has organised and carried out multi-level actions to promote awareness of the harmful effects of Child Sexual Abuse:

· The "Coordinating Committee of Protection and Prevention of CSA" and the PI have organised specialized trainings for strengthening teachers in their work of protecting children by early detecting the signs of sexual abuse (including child prostitution and child pornography) and tackle the problem as early as possible. 

· A specialized training has also been organised for EPs and school counselors as these personnel is the people in the "first line" of contact and should have the appropriate skills to recognize cases of CSA (including child prostitution and child pornography) and to effectively handle child support and protection, as well as providing guidance to the schools in their management. EPs deal with referrals from schools in relation to child pornography or sexual abuse incidents through the internet and they cooperate with the school, the family and the relative Police Department which is responsible for reporting and dealing with these matters.

· A teachers’ manual about CSA will be distributed to all schools with more information about the issue in order to help teachers recognise signs of sexual abuse and act to support child victims. 

· The most important action for primary prevention of CSA concerns the education and awareness-raising among children from an early age. This education should take place both at school and at home, focusing on the promotion of healthy relationships and managing negative emotions. 

· The sexuality education lessons are included in the curriculum of the Health Education subject, the objective of which is to foster attitudes, behaviours and skills with the aim of enhancing individuals’ self-esteem, developing personal and social skills, building values and attitudes, as well choosing goals and decision making. 

· The Coordinating Committee and the PI are organising training for special needs teachers in order to help them in their work of strengthening pupils with special needs to protect themselves from sexual violence and sexual abuse. As part of this training, the educational programme "Keep me safe" will be used in cooperation with the NGO Cyprus Family Planning Association.

105. It should be noted that the preparation of the Document with the Rights of Victims of Crime is provided in Article 6 of Law 51 (I)/2016, which states that: "The competent authority involved in the first contact with the victim, shall provide without undue delay and in a language that the victim understands, including Braille and sign language, the following information:

	·  the type of support they can obtain and from whom, including relevant, basic information about access to medical support, any specialist support, including psychological support, and alternative accommodation,




	
	· the procedures for making complaints with regard to a criminal offence and their role in connection with such procedures,




	
	· how and under what conditions they can obtain protection, including protection measures,




	
	· how and under what conditions they can access legal advice, legal aid and any other sort of advice,




	
	· how and under what conditions they can access compensation,

· how and under what conditions they are entitled to interpretation and translation,




	
	· if they are resident in a Member State other than that where the criminal offence was committed, any special measures, procedures or arrangements, which are available to protect their interests in the Member State where the first contact with the competent authority is made,

· the available procedures for making complaints where their rights are not respected by the competent authority operating within the context of criminal proceedings,




	
	· the contact details for communications about their case,




	· 
	· how and under what conditions expenses incurred as a result of their participation in the criminal proceedings can be reimbursed.


106. With regard to the Confirmation of the complaint submitted by the victim, article 7 provides that: "When the victim submits a complaint, the Police shall provide the victim with a written acknowledgement of any formal complaint he/she submits, indicating the basic elements of the offense”.

107. The Document of Victims of crime, include information for children, such as:

If you are a child-victim, you are best interest is guaranteed, which is assessed on a case-by-case basis, taking into account your age, degree of maturity, opinions, needs and concerns.

You and your parents or guardians, if any, are informed of any measures or rights that apply to you.

(1) Right to privacy
Police takes every legal measure to prevent the dissemination of any information that may lead to your recognition.

(2) Special protection needs 

The Police:

· ensures that investigating or prosecuting, does not depend on the submission of a complaint by you or your representative and that the criminal proceedings may continue even if you have withdrawn your testimony, 

· continues the prosecution after your adulthood, 

· can video record your interviews/ statements during the investigation,



During your interviews, you are accompanied by your legal representative or adult of your choice, unless a reasoned decision has been issued to the contrary about that person.

The interviews are conducted:

· without undue delay, from the moment the facts have been reported to the Police,

· where necessary, in an area especially designed for that purpose,

· where necessary, by a person trained for that purpose or with his/her help,

· only where this is strictly necessary for the purposes of the criminal investigations / proceedings and their number is, as limited as possible,

· in the case of sexual abuse, interviews will be taken by professionals trained for this purpose of the same sex as the child.
� An exclusion order prevents the accused from staying in or entering shared residence for such a period and under such conditions that are imposed by the court (section 23 of the Law). 
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