[image: image1.wmf] 

check against delivery
Republic of Poland
Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy
Address by the Head of the Polish Delegation
Krzysztof Michałkiewicz, Secretary of State at the Ministry, 

Government Plenipotentiary for Persons with Disabilities
during the Session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
devoted to the examination of Poland’s 1st Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Geneva, 4-5 September 2018
Madam Chair,
Members of the Committee,
on behalf of the Polish delegation I welcome this opportunity to review with the Committee the implementation of the Convention by Poland. I look forward to a fruitful dialogue.
[Objectives of Poland's policy - a decent standard of living, 
equal treatment, activity, accessibility]
Support and integration of persons with disabilities and members of their families are among the priorities of my Government. 
All actions are taken after consultation with persons with disabilities and their organizations. The dialogue is also carried out, on regular basis, within the National Consultative Council for Disabled People and the Polish Council of Sign Language.
An interministerial Team for the Implementation of the Provisions of the Convention works under my lead.
In recent years the Government has undertook important initiatives for persons with disabilities. The new solutions concern family policy, education, architectural and digital accessibility, as well as mobility.  

We are working on further changes regarding:
· disability assessment,
· supported employment,
· education, 

· personal assistance,
· respite care,
· accessibility of public space and services.
Let me draw your attention to the planned change of the system of disability assessment on which the work is undergoing. The current systems of assessment of disability and incapacity for work are going to be integrated into one system. Introduction of a universal system has been called for by persons with disabilities for many years now. 
We also focus on solutions of strategic nature. 
The work on the Strategy for Persons with Disabilities for the years 2018-2030 are being finalized. The Strategy will establish a comprehensive national policy framework for persons with disabilities. The implementation of the measures provided for in the Strategy will substantially change the scale and quality of participation of persons with disabilities in social and professional life. The document will reflect the Convention guidelines in such areas as health, rehabilitation, education, accessibility, work. Its implementation will be monitored on a regular basis.
When drawing up the Strategy the priority has been given to the voice of persons with disabilities, their families and organizations.  The document takes into account their proposals in the field of employment, education, medical, social and vocational rehabilitation.
[Family]
The family is in the centre of Polish policy, including family with persons with disabilities. We are developing solutions that support its functioning and ensure economic well-being.
This is demonstrated by the Programme of comprehensive support to families “For Life”, adopted in December 2016. 
The programme defines the framework for full social integration of persons with disabilities and provision of psychological, social and economic support to their families. The Programme offers following solutions: 
· care for women during pregnancy, labor and delivery and post-partum period, 
· early support to child’s development, 
· assistance services, 
· respite care, 
· coordination of care and rehabilitation services, 
· sheltered accommodation.
Each year the Government allocates USD 162 million to the program's implementation.
In May this year we presented a roadmap for building the system of support for persons with disabilities. It will supplement the existing solutions or help with their implementation.  The system will comprise a solidarity support fund, a social responsibility package and the "Accessibility plus" programme. 
The fund resources will be allocated for the social and vocational support services including, in particular, innovative solutions in these fields.
The social responsibility package provides for the development and implementation of legal solutions concerning, i.a., new cash benefits, vocational rehabilitation, supported employment, respite care and disability assessment. 
Broad consultations were held in July with representatives of persons with disabilities regarding system of support, allocation of the Fund resources and measures to be taken within the social responsibility package.
An important aspect of the National Housing Programme implemented since 2016 is elimination of barriers that prevent persons with disabilities from leading an independent life. To this end the Programme provides for more favorable treatment of families with children with disabilities as concerns access to housing and imposes the obligation to build accessible flats.
Earlier, as part of the “For Life” Programme, we increased the financial support for investment projects where a number of flats are intended for families with children with disabilities.
Cash benefits scheme, described in the Report on the Implementation of the Convention, is being developed.
Within the “Family 500+” programme a child-raising benefit has been paid for the second and each subsequent child in the family from April 2016. This benefit is granted for the first child subject to income criterion. For a family with a disabled child this income criterion is 50% higher. Over 90% of children with disabilities receive a child-raising benefit. 
The amount of the social pension has been raised significantly within the last three years, by nearly 40%. The pension is now equal to the lowest total incapacity for work pension. The social pension is granted to persons disabled since childhood and who have never paid social insurance contributions and are totally unable to work. 
Amounts of other benefits compensating for additional costs resulting from disability are regularly increased and their personal scope of application is being extended.  
 [Deinstitutionalizing care, providing the conditions 
for independent living within the community]
We are carrying out a large scale deinstitutionalization process. The projects are granted financial and content-related support from the European Union. 

The network of sheltered flats providing conditions to lead an independent life and maintaining social contacts is being developed. The decisions made recently have allowed us to individualize further the services offered. 
A network of day-care support centres and community self help homes for persons with mental disorders is being created. 

A pilot programme of community psychiatry started July this year to shift from the model based on isolating persons with mental disorders in psychiatric hospitals to the community based psychiatric care. It is provided by mental health centers offering emergency, outpatient, community-based, daily, as well as 24/7 psychiatric care. 

[Accessibility]
The other main area of action is the improvement of the accessibility of public spaces, products and services.
The objective of the "Friendly Poland – Accessibility Plus" Programme adopted this July is to create the conditions for independent living and improving the quality of life. Measures introduced will aim such areas as architecture, transport, education, medical care, digitalization and services. We will place special emphasis on investments in new technologies which make the lives of persons with disabilities easier.
The foundation of the programme is an integrated approach – all measures will take into account the needs of persons with disabilities. The analysis of the impact on their situation will be a mandatory part of assessment of all draft acts.
Until the end of this year an act on accessibility will be drafted. It will create the legal basis for effective implementation of accessibility principle. An accessibility audit of every large investment project will be mandatory. Furthermore, the act will amend the existing specific regulations such as the Road Traffic Law or the Act on Education System. 

Along with the legal changes a broad education campaign is going to be carried out, as well as training of various professional groups how to implement the rules of universal design.
Within the last two years there has been a significant progress with regard to the accessibility of public administration websites. 
The Government is working now on an act transposing the EU directive on accessibility of websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies. Although the Directive allows for some derogations, Poland is going to impose on all public institutions an unconditional obligation to adapt basic functionalities and information on their websites and mobile applications to the needs of persons with disabilities. 

The regulations on the accessibility of the Internet will provide persons with disabilities with a full possibility of using universal services as communications, postal services, transport and shopping online. 
Measures to support the business in making their websites accessible are under consideration.
[Financial outlays for support 
of persons with disabilities]
The expenditure on implementation of the existing and new solutions confirms the credibility of my Government policy. In 2017 the Government earmarked for various forms of support for persons with disabilities and their families a record amount of USD 4.5 billion which is almost USD 730 million more than in 2015. 

*
Let me also briefly highlight some important measures taken in other areas of State policy.
[Justice]
Polish law facilitates access to justice for persons with disabilities. The provisions ensuring the right to defense and helping to protect the rights of the incapacitated persons are of particular importance. 
Let me also mention the solutions that make the courts more accessible: wheelchair-ramps and other amenities at court buildings, possibility to conduct hearings through videoconference, mandatory assistance of the court customer service to the petitioners with special needs. These services include, in particular, free of charge assistance of a sign language interpreter or guide-interpreters. Parties to the proceedings may access on-line the information on their cases.

Other new solutions intended for better protection of persons with disabilities include the following: 
· the abuse or ill-treatment of a person helpless due to age,  mental or physical condition  is now classified as a criminal offence, 

· heightened penal sanctions for abandoning a helpless person.
[Education]
The place of a disabled child is among peers in a public school. It is guaranteed by the Act on education which provides flexible solutions in organizing education process. I would like to stress that the choice of the form of education belongs to parents and students if they are of legal age. 
Early development support offered from birth until beginning of the school education significantly increases educational opportunities of disabled children.

The adaptation of the books and other educational materials continues and teacher trainings are being carried out. 
Within the “For Life” Programme we have established coordination, rehabilitation and care centers offering rehabilitation, therapy, physiotherapy, psychological and pedagogical assistance and speech therapy to children with disabilities or at risk of disability.
Work is undergoing on solutions in the field of diagnosing and providing support to students, including the use of functional diagnosis based on biopsychosocial model of understanding of special needs. A comprehensive assessment which takes into account strengths and talents of the child as well as the limitations and difficulties, together with an assessment of the impact of the environment will be the basis for shaping an individualized process of education, upbringing and care.  
Inclusive education centers will be created within the Accessibility Plus Programme. They are going to provide counselling for teachers and parents, organize classes including revalidation classes, equipment rental, handbooks and educational materials adapted to the needs of students with disabilities.
[Health] 
In order to ensure adequate access to health care we need to confront the following problems: 
· the waiting time,
· the lack of coordinated patient assessment procedure,
· the lack of individualization of rehabilitation process and its poor coordination.
Work is under way to introduce a new approach to organization of medical rehabilitation. We focus on adapting the rehabilitation period to individual needs of patients and to change the referral rules. We consider the measures allowing for coordination of the treatment with social and professional support. Proposals for new rehabilitation standards are now being prepared. 

The expected results of the changes include:
· fast, intensive and successful rehabilitation of patients,
· rapid recovery,
· reduction of the gravity of the disability,
· return to work of a greater share of rehabilitated persons than at present,
· lowering the social costs of disability.
To satisfy the most urgent needs a new act was adopted in May this year guaranteeing persons with severe degree of disability special rights as concerns access to health care. They have access to specialist outpatient care and hospital care out of turn. They do not need doctor's referrals for outpatient care. The rehabilitation is provided without having to wait in line. What is most important, there are no limits for rehabilitation services. Medical devices are granted without considering the statutory periods of their utilization.
 [Labour market]
The number of working persons with disabilities is increasing year by year. 

To improve the effectiveness of employment policy the solutions that support the employers of persons with disabilities are going to be improved, as well as arrangements that help persons with disabilities to enter the open labour market. There will be new solutions for supported employment, addressed to persons with disabilities facing the greatest barriers to labour market integration.
*

Madam Chair,
Members of the Committee,
In my presentation I have focused only on the core activities of the Government taken over the recent years. The Polish delegation which includes representatives of various ministries and authorities is ready to provide further clarifications during the day. 
Thank you for your attention.
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