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		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its twenty-fourth session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-fourth session from 2 to 3 February 2023.  Four members of the Working Group attended the session in person: Bandana Rana (Chair), Rhoda Reddock (Vice-Chair), Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia (replacing Louiza Chalal) and Elgun Safarov. Natasha Stott Despoja attended the session online.
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted the agenda of its twenty-fourth session.
3.	The Secretariat briefed and updated the Working Group on two new submissions alleging grave or systematic violations of rights set forth in the Convention. It also briefed the members on recent developments in relation to pending inquiry proceedings, including follow-up on inquiry reports. The Working Group adopted recommendations for the Committee’s approval.
4.	The Working Group discussed ways and means of improving its working methods. It agreed on new working methods in relation to follow-up on inquiries and amended the standard operating procedures to be presented to the Committee for approval.  The Working Group also updated the table of inquiries for presentation to the Committee.
5.	The Working Group discussed matters in relation to inquiry submission Nos. 2022/2 and 2021/1; pending Inquiries Nos. 2019/1; 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/3; 2014/2; 2012/1; and in relation to concluded Inquiries Nos. 2013/1 (South Africa), 2011/4 (Mali), 2011/2 (United Kingdom) and 2011/1 (Canada).
		Action taken at the twenty-fourth session
6.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendations:
(a)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2019/1, that the remaining member of the Committee designated to conduct the Inquiry de-brief the Committee on the visit to the territory of the State party concerned conducted in December 2022 together with another designated member, whose term as a Committee member ended on 31 December 2022;
(b)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, to inform the State party concerned of the proposed dates for the visit by the designated members to its territory;
(c)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that the members of the Committee designated to conduct the Inquiry meet with the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned ensure a visit to its territory during 2023;
(d)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/2, that the member of the Committee designated to conduct the Inquiry meet with the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned to resume the discussion on and propose dates for a possible inquiry visit, and that the regional group concerned designate an additional member to conduct the Inquiry;
(e)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the regional group concerned designate an additional member to conduct the Inquiry and to inform the State party concerned of the proposed dates for the visit by the designated members to its territory;
(f)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 concerning South Africa, that the designated members present an assessment of the follow-up report submitted by the State party to the Committee;
(g)	In relation to Inquiry No.2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom, that a member of the Working Group present an assessment of the follow-up report submitted by the State party at the eighty-fifth session of the Committee;
(h)	In relation to submission No. 2022/2, to request additional information from the sources of information and from relevant United Nations entities;
(i)	In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that a member of the Working Group meet with the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned to remind it to submit observations with regard to the information received by the Committee under article 8, paragraph 1, of the Optional Protocol, and to request additional information from relevant United Nations entities.

8.	The Working Group decided to hold its twenty-fifth session from 4 to 5 May 2023 in Geneva.
			
