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Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Right&ould like to welcome you

at this fourth session of the Committee on EnforDéshppearances. As this is the first time
that we meet officially, 1 would like to greet yaail and stress the importance of legal
frameworks providing clear international standatdg can help member states to deal with the
issue of enforced disappearances at the natiowmal. le work in the Field Operations and
Technical Cooperation Division as head of the Arnesj Europe and Central Asia Branch and
as such, cannot highlight more the relevance ofntog with both standards and
recommendations by treaty bodies to effectivelynmte and protect human rights on the
grounds.

Members of the Committee,

The establishment of th@ffice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 20
years ago, greatly enhanced OHCHR capacity to stupmuntry based engagement and
national processes of implementation. Today, OHGglRresent in some 58 countries with
country offices, human rights components of UN Rekfissions, Human Rights Advisers
within UNCTs and regional or sub-regional officewering even a larger number of countries.
In addition to Governments, Parliaments, Judicgaré¢GOs, OHCHR works closely also with
independent and effective NHRIs, especially thbs¢ comply with the Paris Principles.

The Human Rights Council has added new vigour to international action fo t
promotion and protection of human rights througbpomses to emergency situations, the
setting up of Commissions of Inquiry or country dé@sction. ItdJniversal Periodic Review
process successfully concluded its first round yasir, after an unprecedented examination of
the human rights situation in all 193 UN Membert&aand every State, without exception,
actively participated in the process. The reviewssige clear guidance on action required by
each country in order to comply with its internatb legal obligations and political
commitments.

Implementation of the recommendations resulting from the human rights
mechanisms represents a critical dimension for OHCHR field-work worldwide. In this
context, it is important to emphasize that a nundferountries have taken the following steps
in order to ensure timely and effective implemdontabf recommendations received from the
HR system: a) Have set up a senior level coordinatiechanism of implementation led by the
Government with the active participation of allensnt government ministries, state entities,
the Ombudsman or NHRI, and civil society organ@adi b) Have holistically clustered the
recommendation by themes - making use of the UsaleHR Index gathering all
recommendations emanating from the UPR, treatydsoaind special procedures as a basis for



detailed prioritized national action plans with laddfined activities, responsible national
actors, benchmarks and specific time frames forlempntation (and would reflect those
commitments in their national development planstist the required resources would be
available); and c) Have brought internationaltpens, donors, the international community,
including regional organisations and the UN systaore closely together in assisting the
country in the implementation of these key priohtyman rights actions.

These steps have also opened renewed opportumitiet)N Country Teams to
integrate, in close collaboration with OHCHR, @tommendations from international human
rights mechanisms into such processes as the CCBAMand national development plans.
They have also laid the ground for much closerataltation with other key actors, such as
Regional Organizations, the World Bank as well idetdral donors, so as to support national
human rights priorities.

Through our field presences, the High Commissiaepearheading coordinated
efforts within UN Country Teams and in partnershith other regional organizations
and bilateral donors to cluster and prioritise rea@endations from all human rights
mechanisms, including those to come from the Coteminf Enforced Disappearances,
so as to reflect them into national human right®aglans and possibly also into
national development plans. In this connecticamlpleased to inform you that on 8
March 2013, the planning Minister of Ecuador expda in details in a side event at the
Human Rights Council plans by the Government ofdlou to ensure a human rights
based approach in development planning. | encedrige Minister to make sure all
recommendations from UN Treaty Bodies — represgrttipir legal obligations - as

well as those from Special Rapporteurs and theipallicommitments made through
the UPR are taken into account in that process.

Even before the entry into force of this particulfamvention, enforced disappearances
themselves have been both of great concern to fiirmeCand an issue being closely
followed up by field presences. Many societies havdifferent times in history
experienced this scourge; in particular, duringi®@0s and the 1980s, a number of
Latin American countries witnessed systematic pastef enforced disappearances.
Unfortunately, we can still see some disturbingadepments favoring impunity for

past crimes in this and other regions, as welbasemporary cases of enforced
disappearances. For example, OHCHR field presendesatemala, Tajikistan and
other Central Asian countries continue to followarprecent paradigmatic cases,
monitoring and playing an advocacy role beforeahthorities and other relevant
stakeholders. Contemporary cases of enforced plsapnces have been particularly
acute in Mexico where the responsibility of thet&taas been diverted by attributing
the origin of the vast majority of cases to orgadizrime struggles and also by making
no-clear distinction nor keeping accurate recortsvben enforced disappearances and
analogous cases. The role of the OHCHR field preeim the country has been of
great value in raising awareness on the relevaatriational standards and on the



Convention. In addition, legislation against enémrclisappearances has been promoted
by country offices.

Chairperson,

From the outset, this Committee has been exemplartg support for the treaty body
strengthening process, promptly endorsing the Dubbutcome and the High
Commissioner’s report on this issue. On her beharhuld like to thank you for that.

I would like to update you on the General Assenwigtergovernmental process on the
strengthening of the treaty body system. DuringGeeaeral Assembly session last year, the
co-facilitators of the intergovernmental procebhs, Ambassadors of Indonesia and Iceland,
were re-appointed. They have expressed their iotetd finish the process by May following
a series of informal consultations which have alyeeommenced.

The latest round of informal consultations tookcplan New York on 19-20 February.
A number of issues were discussed, including doctatien and conference services, the
simplified reporting procedure, webcasting and gmmferencing, and the nomination and
election process. Importantly, the co-facilitaterpeatedly stated that any savings made in the
final outcome should be reinvested in the treatyylsystem and capacity development. The
next informals will take place from 11 to 17 Apaihd my colleagues will ensure that you are
fully updated of the proceedings.

As you know we are now at a crucial moment in tbgatiations on this process, in
particular regarding the discussion on the coserewf the treaty body system. The co-
facilitators of the inter-governmental process extad OHCHR to produce a paper on the
actual costs of the system in 2012 and on the rexqpant to clear the current backlogs of
reports and communications. The co-facilitatorsehaivculated the paper to States ahead of
the informal consultations which will start in Néerk in few days so that informed decision
can be made in many areas which will directly dffeur work and determine the future of the
treaty body system.

I note that you will meet with the co-facilitatanext week while they are in Geneva
and | am sure that they will very much appreciateeteive your input and hear directly by the
members of the committees the challenges thatfdegydue to financial constraints. |
encourage you in these discussions.

Ibrahim Salama, has specifically asked me to thamkfor taking part in the survey
that was sent last December related to your satisfawith the Secretariat’'s support. Forty-
five out of 172 experts completed the survey whgien the busy end-of-year period, was a
guite a good response rate. The Division was ptetest 83.7 percent of respondents rated
Secretariat support either satisfactory or verigtattory. A similar survey will be sent out at
the end of this year and we hope that as manywiggossible will provide us with this
important feedback.



You have by now received a survey which invites fmaontribute to OHCHR'’s
planning process. As you will know, since 2006, GHChas formulated a management plan
to cover a two-year cycle. From 2014, the cyclé kgl for a four year period and preparations
have already begun to identify thematic prioriges! field deployment needs with meetings
last month in Guatemala City and Belgrade witheagjues from all our 20 field presences in
the Americas, Europe and Central Asia regions. 8 lugther regional consultations are being
convened in Addis Ababa, Tunis and Bangkok in thase of this month. | encourage you to
participate in the survey so that we can benediinfiyour insights and fully take into account
the Committee’s priorities as we plan our work.

In concluding these remarks | wish you well for therk ahead of you during the
forthcoming weeks and for your first interactivaldgues with States which will represent a
significant step in the actual implementation a @onvention. | would like to reassure you
about the commitment of the High Commissioner agrdskaff to provide the support
necessary to accomplish your work not only while goe in Geneva but inter -sessionally as
well.

We are committed to do so as one Office, makinigusg of all the tools available to
the High Commissioner, including its field presemespecially with respect to follow up
action at the national level to your recommendatiduet me assure you also of the support of
our desk officers and heads of field presencesimection with necessary country-based
information, especially before the list of issugéimalized, in close cooperation with lIbrahim
and his staff.

Thank you.



