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Introduction
Pink Human Rights Defender Non-Governmental Organization (Pink Armenia) has been founded in 2007. Vision of Pink Armenia is to have a society, where human rights of all are protected and everybody is accepted regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity and/or gender expression. Organization aims to create a safe space for LGBT people by promoting well-being and protection in all spheres of life. To reach these goals Pink Armenia provides professional services to LGBT+ community, such as legal, psychological and social, advocates for comprehensive legislation ensuring protection from discrimination, hate crimes and hate speech, as well as conducts awareness raising campaigns and other activities. 
This input is based on the data documented by Pink Armenia human rights defender organization, which is being summarized in the annual reports on human rights situation of LGBT+ people in Armeni[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Annual report of Pink NGO on Human Rights Situation of LGBT+ People in Armenia are available here: https://pinkarmenia.org/en/publications/?sort=date-DESC&terms%5B%5D=reports ] 

This input in composed of three main parts. The first part summarises the legislative regulations and the main gaps leading to misinterpretation and non-effective implementation. 
The second part of the document contains some examples of cases reported during 2024, which have lead to severe physical pain or psychological suffering and reflect the nature of the crimes committed towards LGBT+ people as well as the practice of reporting and investigation. 
The last part of the input contains recommendations on the legislative or policy measure that the State bodies should undertake to prevent the hate motivated crimes towards LGBT+ people and protect them against such kind of severe crimes. 

Legislative Background
The new Criminal Code adopted in 2022 provides for amended provisions on aggravating circumstances for punishment (Article 71). While previously only acts committed with hateful motivation based on religion, race and ethnicity would lead to severe punishment, now the list of protected characteristics is non-exhaustive. However, sexual orientation and gender identity are not explicitly included in that list, which leaves the interpretation of the provision to law-enforcement bodies while giving legal qualification to the crimes. At the same time, only specific aggravating provisions defined in the special part of the Code can be applied and if a crime has been committed the aggravating circumstance can be applied only in case of being explicitly mentioned in the article providing liability for that crime. The Criminal Code provides for liability for causing severe physical pain or psychological suffering (Article 196), however, the second part of the article, which lists the aggravating circumstances for the liability and punishment, does not explicitly mention sexual orientation or gender identity as grounds for hateful motivation of the perpetrator. At the same time, the list of protected characteristics of hateful motivation are not exhaustive, which lets the law-enforcement bodies, apply this provision to the hate crimes on the grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity as well.
Though the legislation of the Republic of Armenia allows to conduct effective investigation of different kinds of violence, including, the law-enforcement practice still is not responsive to the incidents targeting LGBT+ people. As a result, people refuse to report on the crimes committed towards them. In particular, the main reason for this is lack of trust towards police and investigative authorities, based on the several factors, such as:  
· Mistreatment by law-enforcement agencies, mockery, and justification of violence; 
· Dissemination of information related to the personal life of victims by the authorities investigating the case, including within families; 
· Ineffectiveness of investigating cases leading to impunity; and 
· Fear of facing more violence as a result of filing a complaint. 
This document involves cases that are also manifestations of domestic violence, extortion, conversion practice or other types of violence, but based on the analysis of the currently known circumstances, they are more dangerous and have led or may lead to consequences that aggravate the nature of the act. For example, in one of the cases, extortion occurred, as a result of which the person attempted to commit suicide. Especially in 2024, a relatively large number of extortion cases were recorded, which has been a fairly common crime in the region in recent years, based on the vulnerability of LGBT+ people. By obtaining information about a person’s sexual orientation through various means, being sure that he is ready to pay for the fact that information about his sexual orientation is not disseminated, perpetrators act more freely and with impunity. Moreover, victims do not even want to contact law-enforcement agencies, since the data possessed by the criminal will end up in the hands of law-enforcement agencies, and victims do not have sufficient trust in the law enforcement system.
The input also includes cases of domestic violence when family members have tried to “treat” or “correct” the victims through various means. These measures can cause serious psychological harm and suffering to individuals and prevent them from being in harmony with their identity. Of course, those providing such services should be held accountable in this case, as they abuse their professional reputation, carry out harmful activities, and earn money for it. Such services are widespread in Armenia not only by psychologists or psychiatrists, but also by religious institutions.[footnoteRef:2] [2:   Pink NGO, “Research on Conversion therapies and Practices”  2019․ https://pinkarmenia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/conversion-therapy.pdf  ] 

 









Cases Documented During 2024

Case 1
In February 2024, a gay man from a provincial town met two men through the "Grindr" app with the intention of having a sexual encounter. One young man arrived at the agreed location and immediately hit him, then took his phone and called other men. They arrived and began to threaten him. Among them was a man he had previously had a relationship with.
The victim was taken into one of the attackers’ cars, and they drove him to a deserted and dark area. They hit him again, held a weapon to him, and told him he needed to "correct himself." They forcibly took his second mobile phone and accessed his personal information, obtaining contact details of his relatives. They also took his passport.
They threatened to disclose his sexual orientation to his family and friends unless he gave them 1,000,000 AMD the next day. Unable to pay, the victim began contemplating suicide. He wrote letters and placed them in various locations, but the attackers took one of the letters and warned him not to commit suicide, instead offering him the option of paying 30,000 AMD per month rather than a lump sum.

Case 2
A gay man was targeted by a group of young men in his neighborhood. They discovered his sexual orientation and, using force, held his hands behind his back and took him to the basement of a building in Yerevan. There, they beat him and hit him in the face.
One of the attackers forcibly took his phone and accessed his photo gallery. Upon seeing intimate photos of him and his boyfriend, they shared the images among their group and threatened to make them public.
They then spread the photos among other young men in the neighborhood and demanded money from the victim. They threatened to take his phone or car and demanded either a one-time payment or 50% of his salary. The victim managed to escape from the basement. He did not report the incident to the police because the perpetrators were local influential figures, and he was convinced they would face no consequences.

Case 3
At the age of 13, the victim told his mother that he was attracted to people of the same sex, hoping for support. However, his mother became angry and tried to take him to various specialists for "correction."
After a visit to a psychologist, the psychologist shared everything the boy had said with his mother. A neurologist also assured her that he could be "treated."
In April 2024, the victim sought help from a social worker at an organization but did not contact law enforcement authorities.


Case 4
A lesbian girl was living in a temporary care center where she engaged in self-harm. After the incident, she was transferred to a mental health center, where she stayed for ten days.
After being discharged, she returned to the temporary care center, where newly arrived minors refused to interact with her. One of the children at the center told her that the director had informed everyone that she had come from a psychiatric hospital and was "mentally ill." The director had also revealed her sexual orientation and forbade the other children from communicating with her.
In July 2024, she contacted a social worker at an organization and also sought help from law enforcement authorities, who relocated her to another shelter.

Case 5
A man visited an NGO in one of Armenia’s regions to receive psychological support.
During one of the consultations, he disclosed that he had had same-sex experiences but had since broken up with his former partner. The psychologist told him that he was "on the right path," that same-sex relationships were wrong, and that they could continue working on "correcting" him.
The man refused further services, sought assistance from a social worker at an organization, and did not report the incident to law enforcement authorities.

Case 6
In November 2024, the organization was informed by a friend of a young gay man that, after his sexual orientation was discovered, his parents subjected him to physical abuse, humiliation, and confiscated all means of communication.
The friend of the victim reported that, at the time of contact, the victim was at one of the clinics in the Nork Marash district. His parents had forcibly taken him there for "correction."
The victim secretly called his friend from a psychologist’s phone at the clinic, telling him that he felt very badly and pleading for urgent help.
When the friend called the victim’s father, pretending to be a classmate asking about his condition, the father only responded that his son was in the hospital due to serious health issues. The friend chose not to alert the police because he was a minor.

Case 7
A gay man fled Russia due to war and laws restricting LGBT+ rights. In Armenia, he lived and worked in a provincial town. Due to excessive workload, he was exhausted, as he was performing the work of multiple people.
When he requested a two-day leave to rest, his employers told him he was fired.
After moving to Yerevan, he met a man on "Grindr" to discuss renting an apartment together and splitting the cost. During their meeting, the man spiked his drink with an unknown substance.
After consuming the drink, the victim lost consciousness. When he woke up, he found that his belongings had been stolen, and his underwear and pants were pulled down. He also noticed physical signs of sexual violence on his body.
The victim did not report the incident to law enforcement authorities.

Case 8
A woman participated in a volunteer program that required her to attend a gathering in a provincial town.
When she arrived at the designated address, she was subjected to sexual harassment. Afterward, she frequently heard offensive and sexually explicit remarks on the street.
When she openly discussed her sexual orientation and experiences with the program organizers, they mocked and laughed at her.
In July 2024, she contacted a social worker at an organization but did not report the incident to law enforcement authorities.
 
 
We can conclude that the investigation and response to these cases have been inconsistent and largely inadequate due to systemic barriers, societal stigma, and institutional bias.
In several cases, victims chose not to report incidents to law enforcement due to fear of secondary victimization, lack of trust in the justice system, or concerns that the perpetrators, especially those with social influence, would not face consequences. Those who sought support from law enforcement often encountered reluctance, inaction, or even further discrimination from authorities, discouraging them from pursuing legal remedies.
Investigations, when conducted, were often slow and ineffective, failing to hold perpetrators accountable or provide necessary protection to victims. Some of the victims relied on social workers and non-governmental organizations for psychological support, emergency shelter, and legal assistance. In a few instances, advocacy efforts resulted in the relocation of victims to safer environments, but systemic legal and institutional reforms are needed to ensure justice and protection for LGBT+ individuals.
Overall, these cases underscore the urgent need for comprehensive anti-hate crime legislation, sensitized law enforcement training, and stronger institutional mechanisms to prevent, investigate, and prosecute hate crimes and violence against the LGBT+ community. Without structural changes, many victims will continue to suffer in silence, fearing both their attackers and the institutions meant to protect them.

 Recommendations to State bodies 
 
· Revise the Republic of Armenia Criminal Code clauses providing for hateful motivation as an aggravating circumstance for liability and include sexual orientation and gender identity in the list of protected characteristics. 
· Encourage the victims of hate crimes, as well as witnesses to report on the crimes towards them. 
· Realize complete, objective and thorough investigations of the hate crime cases towards LGBT+ people, without discriminatory, prejudiced attitudes towards the victims by investigative bodies, 
· Organize trainings for law-enforcement bodies concerning identification and investigation of the crimes on the grounds of sexual orientation and/or gender identity and/or expression, including on investigation specificities of work with victims and witnesses of such violence. 
· Include domestic violence prevention measures, including measures to prohibit conversion therapies in the action plan of the Human Rights Protection National Strategy. 
· Organize trainings for parents of minors concerning sexuality and treatment towards children with special needs to prevent domestic violence and conversion practices towards LGBT+ people. 
 
 
 
 
Report compiled by: Pink Human Rights Defender Non-Governmental Organization 
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