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Autistic Self Advocacy Network Canada

Winnipeg, August 1, 2016 
Submission to the 16th Pre-Sessional Working Group of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

LIST OF ISSUES ON CANADA
This is a submission by Autistic Self Advocacy Network Canada.  
The Autistic Self Advocacy Network Canada (ASAN Canada) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to raising the voices of autistic people in political conversations around autism, and fostering a strong and proud autistic community in Canada. All leadership roles in the organization are held by autistic people, in keeping with the motto "Nothing About Us, Without Us". ASAN Canada was an endorsing organization for Vulnerable Persons Standard, advocating for safeguards to protect the lives of people with disabilities in Canada's assisted dying laws. ASAN Canada has also organized letter-writing campaigns about disability rights to members of parliament, and was invited to speak at a side event of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in April 2016 on restraint and seclusion in schools.

Historically, all policies about autism, autistic people, our rights and our lives have been defined, decided on, and fought for by non-autistic people.  Even when these non-autistic advocates mean well, they do not have the same knowledge of the daily lived reality of autistic lives as autistic people do.  We understand ourselves, each other, and the needs of our community best yet are continuously silenced, ignored, and left out of the decisions that affect our lives.  Autistic self-advocacy is important so we can create practices that have a positive impact on the lives of autistic people, and foster acceptance, understanding, and a willingness and desire to work with us instead of against us.
Proposed questions:
Article 6: Women with disabilities
What steps are being taken to reduce the number of autistic women who will experience sexual abuse and partner violence in their lifetime? How will therapies and interventions for autistic children be changed to ensure that autistic people, and especially autistic women, are empowered to stand up for themselves and express when they are not comfortable in a situation?
What steps are being taken to reduce the under-diagnosis and mis-diagnosis of autistic women and girls, especially autistic women and girls of colour? 


Article 7: Children with disabilities

What steps are being taken to ensure that autistic children are given the supports they need to grow into happy and healthy autistic adults? How will the government ensure that parents are given complete and accurate information about their options for services, and are given a wide variety of services such as respite workers and different types of therapies to allow them to choose the options that best suit them? What steps are being taken to ensure that therapies and interventions for autistic children will help children integrate into society and foster a strong autistic identity, rather than simply minimizing the indicators of autism? What steps are being taken to include autistic adults in the design and implementation of therapies and interventions for autistic children? 


Article 8: Awareness-Raising 


What steps will be taken to collaborate with Autistic people, Autistic -led organizations, community organizations, families, and all levels of government to first address the stereotypes, prejudices, and harmful practices relating to Autistics that have been and continue to prevalent in Canadian Society.  This definition of Canadian Society includes, but is not limited to entities such as the media, the health system, current research, and the education system?
What steps will be taken by all above mentioned actors (inclusive but not exclusive), to ensure that families are receiving accurate information on autism and all of their options, including opportunities to meet with and learn from Autistic adults?  How will information and programs that promote negative attitudes towards autistics and autism be monitored and evaluated, and how will autistics be included in these processes.  How will the concerns of autistics, autistic led organizations, and autistic members of organizations be addressed?
What steps will be taken to ensure that awareness will not include further bias on the base of age, sex, or race, and that such stereotypes will not lead to further harm to Autistics and other people with disabilities?  
What steps will be taken to work with and prioritize Autistics themselves, both when creating awareness campaigns, and in the campaigns themselves?


Article 10: Right to life

What steps are being taken to ensure that amendments to Canada’s assisted dying legislation (Bill C-14), produced as a result to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms challenge, Carter v. Canada, will protect the rights of people with disabilities? How will the government ensure that amendments to Bill C-14 that endanger the lives of people with disabilities, such as advance directives on assisted dying, or consent to assisted dying for minors are not made? What steps are being taken to involve people with disabilities in the consideration of these amendments?

How will the government promote social and medical supports as an alternative to assisted dying, such as palliative care and pain management? 


Article 13: Access to justice
What steps are being taken to ensure that people with disabilities have access to the courts to challenge government policies and organizations that violate their rights under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms? How will the government provide financial support to fund these cases when the wronged party does not have access to the required resources?

Article 17: Protecting the integrity of the person

What steps are being taken to ensure that the right to self-determination is protected for Canadians with disabilities, and that people with disabilities are able to make decisions themselves rather than having parents or guardians make decisions for them? How will the government ensure that people with disabilities have access to supported decision making services that value the input of people with disabilities in decisions about their lives? 


Article 19: Living independently and being included in the community

How will the government encourage independent living for people with disabilities? What steps are being taken to close institutions and replace them with home-care options that allow people with disabilities to choose their living situation, escape potentially abusive environments, and be integrated into the community?

Article 24: Education

What steps are being taken to ensure that autistic children receive a quality education in an inclusive and integrated environment? What steps are being taken to reduce the use of restraints and seclusion – methods that have been shown to cause harm and trauma to children – in schools? How will the government ensure that education tactics used on autistic school children foster a strong autistic identity rather than focussing on the normalization of autistic children?

Article 27: Work and employment

What steps are being taken to reduce the high unemployment rate of Canadians with disabilities, including autistic Canadians? What steps are being taken to ensure that people with disabilities are incorporated into integrated, competitive employment rather than sheltered workshops that don’t allow for career advancement? How will the government combat the use of sub-minimum wage for people with disabilities?

Article 29: Participation in political and public life
What steps will the government take to ensure that the voices of autistic self-advocates are heard in political conversations about autism, including in drafting the promised Canadians with Disabilities Act?

Article 31: Statistics and data collection
What steps are being taken to ensure that the long form census remains as an essential part of Canadian data collection, and enables Autistic Canadians to contribute information about their disability, both how it impacts them and how accessibility and access to/ lack of access to resources effects their lives?
How does the government, at all levels, plan to ensure data collection such as the census will be accessible to autistic people, and that information collected will be from autistics themselves, rather than families, caregivers, or others in the lives of autistics?
What steps will be taken, with the involvement of Autistic self-advocates, to ensure that information collected about autistics remains accurate and not misused to spread misinformation that will harm Autistic people and others with disabilities?  How does the government plan to consult autistic people and self advocates to ensure that research, statistics, and data collection is not used or manipulated in harmful manners, as has been done historically?
What steps will the federal government take to ensure that Autistics will be directly involved in these processes at all levels of government, and with all organizations related to the lives of autistic people operating in or from Canada?  What standards will be produced, with the direct involvement of multiple Autistic people, to ensure that data, research, and statistics are ethical and representative of Autistics?   How will this be enforced, regardless of which party or leader is in power?
Thank you for your consideration.
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