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Executive Summary

This report was prepared by a human rights organization in order to be considered by the United Nations Human Rights Committee in the examination of the Fifth Report of the Venezuelan State on compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to be held in Geneva on October 10 and 11, 2023. The report specifically addresses articles 6, 7, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 27 of the Covenant, referring to the right to life, prohibition of torture and other cruel treatment, freedom of expression and the right to information, peaceful assembly, association, family and marriage, the right to protection of children and adolescents, participation in public affairs and protection of ethnic and religious minorities. Its purpose is to provide the Committee with updated data that will allow it to expand on these rights, whether or not they are fully included by the State in its Responses to the List of Issues.

Based on the foregoing, we request the Committee to take into account the following recommendations to urge the Venezuelan State in the examination of its Fifth Report:
1. Urge the Venezuelan government to respect and protect individuals and organizations that defend human rights. 
2. To plan and execute public policies for the comprehensive protection of people in order to ensure the right to life through crime prevention programs.
3. Implement plans for security and safeguarding of sovereignty in the border areas of the Amazonas State, with special emphasis on areas of high ecological or environmental fragility.
4. To immediately and absolutely cease illegal mining activities in the State of Amazonas, dismantling the criminal organizations involved in this practice.
5. To investigate the presence of armed paramilitary groups that carry out illegal activities on indigenous lands. Some with practices of recruitment of adolescents, illegal mining, human trafficking, and other crimes.
6. Strengthen internal control mechanisms in police and military institutions to ensure the protection and safety of citizens and the physical, psychological, moral and material integrity of individuals.
7. Investigate and punish torture, cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment of dignity, whether or not perpetrated by state agents, imposing the corresponding criminal, civil, administrative, and disciplinary liability on the offenders.
8. Restoration of legal instruments, such as effective denunciation, which allow the vindication of human rights.
9. To make the necessary arrangements for the establishment of a detention facility where persons serving their sentences can be held separately from persons under judicial preventive detention during the investigation and trial phases. 
10. Urge the State to seriously and conscientiously investigate punishable acts that violate human rights, guaranteeing access to justice, due process, and the right to defense with celerity, without undue delay, without unnecessary formalities or reinstatements, establishing the responsibility of the perpetrators and participants of the crimes, as well as due reparation and compensation for damages caused to the victims.  
11. Guarantee an environment of respect and security for human rights defenders as well as for victims of human rights violations and their families. 
12. To guarantee freedom of expression and information through the various media without censorship, avoiding disproportionate restrictions aimed at silencing the right of citizens to freely express their opinions on public affairs, ensuring respect for the honor, privacy and reputation of others, prohibiting advocacy of crimes and messages of hate and discrimination.
13. Guarantee that citizens can peacefully assemble and express their thoughts, ideas and opinions in a democratic context and while respecting the rights of others, without criminalizing dissent or protest.
14. To fully guarantee the right of people to freely associate for legitimate purposes in order to contribute to the full exercise of individual and collective rights within a framework of harmony and active participation in the processes of national development.
15. Facilitate the administrative procedures for the registration of the different forms of associations, in which citizens can freely choose the activities they wish to carry out, as long as it does not imply carrying out unlawful acts provided for by law and the criteria of reasonableness inherent in a democratic regime. 
16. To develop policies, plans and projects for the integral protection of the family, ensuring that people have access to the elements that constitute a true quality of life that avoids the need to emigrate from the country in search of better living conditions.
17. To enforce the principle of the supreme interest of children and adolescents, providing for the strengthening of family ties that ensure the participation of the State, the family and society in favor of their comprehensive protection.
18. To ensure that citizens are free to participate in public affairs, directly or through their participants, through active or passive voting for elected office, without discrimination of any kind.
19. Respect the right to the ancestral uses, customs, practices and traditions of indigenous peoples and communities in their habitats and lands.
20. Demarcate indigenous lands as an urgent measure to allow for the environmental and cultural protection of indigenous peoples. 






Presentation and Methodology

The Human Rights Office of the Vicariate of Puerto Ayacucho is a non-profit civil association, founded in 1992, dedicated to the defense and promotion of human rights in the State of Amazonas, especially among the indigenous peoples and communities, through the legal defense of cases presented as clear violations of human rights; the promotion of awareness-raising among communities in the defense of human and constitutional rights, as well as the preparation of publications for training, research and denunciation.

The purpose of this report is to present the situations and cases related to the patterns of attacks or violations of the rights contemplated in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as an alternative report for the Fifth Review of the Venezuelan State in the 139th session of the Homan Rights Committee, which cover articles 6, 7, 21, 22, 23, 25 and 27 of the Covenant, referring to the right to life, prohibition of torture and other cruel treatment, freedom of expression and the right to information, peaceful assembly, association, family and marriage, the right to the protection of children and adolescents, participation in public affairs and protection of ethnic and religious minorities.

The preparation of this report has taken into account the field research gathered through testimonies of direct and indirect victims of acts and omissions that constitute violations of the rights contained in the Covenant, as well as data, information and evidence contained in reports, statistics and other documents prepared by human rights organizations in the State of Amazonas, and other sources of journalistic research or open sources that are considered public, notorious and communicable facts.

It should be noted that there is a considerable amount of data on incidents involving violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that could not be collected due to the victims' fear of being exposed to a situation of risk or threat to life, physical, psychological and moral integrity at the individual and/or family level, which is why they refrain from filing the corresponding complaints, leaving no possibility of documentation, which is a limitation when it comes to reliably reflecting the situations and cases of interest for this report.


Application of the Articles of the Covenant

I.  Article 6º The right to life 
Indigenous leader murdered for defending his territory
1. The right to life is enshrined in Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in accordance with Article 43 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which establishes the inviolable nature of this right, prohibiting the death penalty in the country.  
2. An event that shook the Amazonian collectivity and that was reviewed in the Magazine "La Iglesia En Amazonas", Year XLIII, Nº179- March 2023, has been the murder of the indigenous Uwöttuja leader Freddy Menare, "founder of OIPUS, killed by a shot in the back on May 12, 2017" [footnoteRef:1]. Freddy Menare was an active defender who demanded respect for the indigenous territories located in the Autana Municipality of Amazonas State and one of the voices denouncing the presence of irregular armed groups in the Venezuelan geographic space. [1:  Revista La Iglesia En Amazonas, Año XLIII, Nº179- Marzo 2023 (P.25)] 

3. This case received extensive national and local news coverage. To date, there has been no response on the identification of the perpetrators of the homicide by the authorities in charge of the criminal investigation.

Shocking Story
4. During the year 2021, the "Asociación Civil Kapé Kapé" in its report "Violencia Minera En Comunidades Indígenas Del Sur De Venezuela", compiled testimony from the Indigenous Uwöttuja Hilario Linares who stated the following: 
5. "In 2017, I was in Yagua, and the FARC guerrillas were investigating a boy from Ciudad Bolivar nicknamed "El Lobo", a boy between 23-24 years old who was leading a gang and had been stealing some mats, which are a type of sheet that they put on the tail of a "tame" manufactured by themselves"... "they brought him in, and put him in the crowd"... "they pulled the trigger on the boy's head and executed him there in full view of the people"... "they summoned the whole town to watch, in order to manage the psychology of the people, to intimidate them and in that way control the town". [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Informe “Violencia Minera En Comunidades Indígenas Del Sur De Venezuela” 2021, Amazonas, Bolívar y Delta Amacuro] 

6.  The same witness also claimed to have witnessed the execution of another 28 young men from the State of Bolivar by the FARC and then proceeded to bury the corpses on the beach of Puerto de la Mina "La 40" in the State of Amazonas.



Unofficial Death Penalty (An Unpunished Massacre)
7. On the other hand, the massacre that occurred in the Amazonas State Judicial Preventive Detention Center (CEDJA) on August 16, 2017, in which 39 inmates were killed by firearms wounds, in the middle of an operation carried out by the Special Unit of the Ministry of Interior Relations, Justice and Peace (MRIJP) together with the Bolivarian National Guard, in order to carry out a search in the aforementioned precinct, stands out as an illustrative fact. 
8. It should be noted that the police and military operation was carried out in the early hours of the morning in a facility that was created solely to house persons who had been judicially deprived of their liberty during the investigation or trial phase, without a conviction, and yet there were also persons serving criminal sentences, since the State of Amazonas does not have a prison as such, in violation of the provisions of Article 10.2, paragraph a), of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Article 272 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
9. The Venezuelan Program for Human Rights Education Action (PROVEA), published an article on July 1, 2021, in which it explains that, "three years and ten months after the massacre, the relatives and friends of the deceased are tired of waiting for a pronouncement from the State regarding the requests for the clarification of the events. They denounce impunity. The lack of will of the State to guarantee justice."[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://provea.org/actualidad/derechos-civiles-y-politicos/lo-deremos-en-manos-de-dios-dice-los-familiares-de-la-masacre-del-cedja-en-amazonas-en-2017/] 

10. In addition, this terrible event was widely disseminated through local, national and international media, which gave it the character of a public, notorious and communicative fact, in view of which the Attorney General of the Republic ordered the opening of the corresponding investigation, but to date there have been no conclusive results.

Death During Public Demonstrations
11. On January 23, 2019, 47-year-old Efrén Sandalio Castillo was murdered in Puerto Ayacucho, capital of the state of Amazonas, near the city center, in the midst of public demonstrations attended by the "Frente Amplio Venezuela Libre" and repressed by the Bolivarian National Guard. To date, the case has not been resolved, and the murder remains unpunished. Several national and regional media outlets reported this event, including WakaNoticias.com[footnoteRef:4],  JepVenezuela.com[footnoteRef:5] , Tal Cual Digital[footnoteRef:6] , among others.  [4:  https://wakanoticias.com/suceso/en-medio-de-la-protesta-de-la-manana-de-hoy-le-dan-muerte-a-un-dirigente-del-frente-amplio-en-amazonas.html]  [5:  https://www.jepvenezuela.com/museo-de-la-memoria-y-la-represion/caidos/efren-sandalio-castillo/]  [6:  https://talcualdigital.com/a-nivel-nacional-varias-personas-han-sido-asesinadas-durante-manifestaciones-este-23ene/] 




Deaths due to landslides in illegal mines
12. In the State of Amazonas, mining activities are expressly prohibited by Venezuelan legislation, particularly by the law that elevated the Federal Territory of Amazonas to state status in 1992, and by other presidential decrees aimed at protecting areas under special administration, including Decree 269.
13. On Sunday, November 11, 2018, four indigenous people of the Piaroa Ethnic Group (Uwöttuja), among them a woman, died when they were covered by a landslide in the Cacique Mine, located in the Yapacana National Park, of the Atabapo Municipality in the State of Amazonas. Two of the deceased were identified as Juan Díaz and Edison Pérez, both inhabitants of the Gavilán Community of the Atures Municipality of the same Federal Entity. In addition, 6 people were injured in the same landslide. The Civil Association Kapé Kapé issued a statement that was replicated in several journalistic sources such as the newspaper "Correo Del Caroní"[footnoteRef:7] and Waka Noticias[footnoteRef:8]. These events are included in this report because of the impact or repercussions that the complex humanitarian crisis has had on indigenous and non-indigenous peoples and communities who risk their lives working in prohibited and dangerous places for human survival. [7:  https//correodelcaroni.com/región/cuatro-indigenas-piaroas-murieron-tapiados-en-mina-de-amazonas/]  [8:  https://wakanoticias.com/sucesos/cuatro-inidigenas-piaroas-murieron-tapiados-en-mina-de-amazonas.html] 


Another Indigenous man killed
14. On May 27, 2019, the murder of the Curripaco indigenous leader and pastor of an evangelical church, named Eduardo Garrido, took place. This event occurred in Puerto de Montaña Fría, Platanillal Parish of the municipality of Atures, in the state of Amazonas, when 4 unidentified persons, armed with rifles, military clothing and hoods, arrived at the place in a white Toyota vehicle, long chassis, who, without mediating words, entered the houses of the place to steal objects. The deceased tried to resist the approach of the newcomers, but the aggressors immediately began to shoot and thus ended the life of the leader. 
15. The aforementioned event was reported by the web portal Crónica.uno[footnoteRef:9], which describes that the complaint was filed by the Civil Association Kapé Kapé, in charge of monitoring and making visible human rights violations. In addition to this, the network of defenders and the Amazonian indigenous human rights movement (MOINADDHH), denounced and requested the Public Prosecutor's Office to investigate and resolve the case.  [9:  https://cronica.uno/con.fusiles-asesinaron-a-capitan-indigena-en-amazonas/] 



Homicide Wave In The Amazon
16. On April 12, 2021, presumed irregular armed groups tortured and killed Professor José Dacosta, an indigenous inhabitant of the Jivi ethnic group, native of Samariapo, Autana Municipality of the State of Amazonas. This violent death was perpetrated in an area known as Mina La 40, Municipality of Atabapo, Amazonas State, as reported by the Civil Association Kapé Kapé on its website[footnoteRef:10]. It should be added that torture is contrary to the provisions of Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  [10:  https:/kape-kape.org/2021/04/11/asesinan-a-profesor-indigena-en-mina-del-parque-nacional-yapacana/] 

17. The aforementioned organization also highlighted in its report "Mining Violence In Indigenous Communities In Southern Venezuela 2021" that "in Amazonas there is 100% physical violence, 66% psychological violence and 33% sexual violence"[footnoteRef:11] in mining areas of the entity, such as the Yapacana National Park.  [11:  https:/kape-kape.org] 


Yanomami Killed by Military
18. The right to life of four members of the Yanomami Indigenous People residing in the Community of Parima B Alto Orinoco Municipality, in southern Amazonas State, was violated when officers of the Military Aviation located in the area, extrajudicially executed these citizens after a conflict over the use of internet connection equipment. 
19. The event occurred on March 20, 2022, and was widely reported in different news media, including the Spanish newspaper EL PAIS [footnoteRef:12]. In addition to the four deceased, five people were wounded, among them a 16-year-old teenager. It should be noted that the contingent of military officers who were in the Community of Parima B at the time of the events were later transferred to the city of Caracas, without any knowledge of whether they were subject to criminal investigation.  [12:  https:/elpais.com/internacional/2022-03-24/cuatro-inidgenas-de-la-amazonia-venezolana-mueren-a-manos-de-militares-por-un-conflicto-sobre-el-wifi-html] 

20. The Regional Organization of Indigenous Peoples of Amazonas (ORPIA), on October 12, 2022, requested the Public Prosecutor's Office and the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples and Communities to accelerate investigations to find those responsible for the incident, but to date there have been no results.

Murder and impunity stalk defenders 
21. Another emblematic case that implies a violation of the right to life and a clear risk for human rights defenders is the assassination of Virgilio Trujillo Arana, representative of the organization OIPUS, environmentalist and coordinator of the Uwöttüja Territorial Guard of the municipality of Autana, in the state of Amazonas. His death occurred on June 30, 2022 as a result of multiple gunshot wounds to the face.
22. This activist for the rights of indigenous peoples and communities has been actively involved in the fight against illegal mining and the presence of irregular armed groups in Amazonian territory, even accompanying some military operations to expel them since 2018. This case has not been solved and has not been carefully investigated.
23. This event was publicly denounced by other indigenous leaders and defenders, such as Amelia Conde, General Coordinator of the Organization of Indigenous Women of Autana (OMIDA), whose statement was published in the magazine "La Iglesia en Amazonas", Year XLIII, Nº179- March 2023[footnoteRef:13]. It is also important to highlight that since December 2021, the Observatory for the Defense of Life (ODEVIDA) has been denouncing the presence of Colombian guerrilla groups in the Amazonian territory, in accordance with the claims made by Virgilio Trujillo Arana. [13:  la Revista La Iglesia En Amazonas, Año XLIII, Nº179- Marzo 2023 (P. 35)] 



The Shadow of a Disappearance
24. In circumstances that are still unclear, on April 20, 2023, Denny Carrasquel, a 29-year-old woman from Puerto Ayacucho, capital of the state of Amazonas, suddenly disappeared while she was at the "Cacique" mine in the Yapacana National Park, without knowing whether she was kidnapped or forcibly disappeared by criminal groups operating in the area.
25. To date, there is no official information on the case, and the only thing known is the existence of an audio recording allegedly attributed to the missing woman, although without specific details of what she said. This information was provided by Yandira Romero, the victim's aunt. This information has been treated by journalistic sources, among them Diario el Clarín Web.
26. The foregoing can be framed within the criteria established by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in 1988 (Velásquez Rodríguez vs. Honduras), in which it affirmed that the enforced disappearance of persons constitutes a threat to the right to life, as defined in Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Likewise, Article 9 of the same treaty establishes that everyone has the right to liberty and security of person.

Amazon woman murdered in Las Minas
27. María Auxiliadora González, 55 years old, was a victim of femicide near mining settlements in the Yapacana National Park in the state of Amazonas. One of the hypotheses is that she was brutally beaten to death in order to rob her of the gold in her possession, according to the Facebook page of "Waka Noticias". [footnoteRef:14]  [14:  https://m.facebook.com/groups/1105611512802031/permalink/7262841553745632/?mibextid=nif5oz] 

28. In this way, the number of people who risk their lives to venture into illegal mining areas in search of an economic alternative to cope with the complex humanitarian crisis that limits the purchasing power of any worker in Venezuela continues to increase, with greater intensity and danger in border areas such as the state of Amazonas, which is stalked by national and foreign criminal organizations, with no capacity for timely response by state security agencies. 

Environmental Rights violations
29. According to Human Rights Committee’s General Comment No. 36, environmental degradation, climate change and unsustainable development are some of the most pressing and serious threats to the ability of present and future generations to enjoy the right to life. [footnoteRef:15] [15:  Human Rights Committee. General Comment N° 36, paragraph 62] 

30. Environmental rights are closely linked to the right to life of present and future generations. The practice of illegal mining in the State of Amazonas involves not only the use of methods to extract metallic minerals from the ground, but also the deforestation of forests, the affectation of riverbeds, the contamination of river waters with mercury and other chemical elements typical of mining activities, to the detriment of the environment, especially flora, fauna and fish.
31. The magazine "Iglesia en Amazonas", issue 178, reports that "extractivist activities are currently responsible for the greatest ecological disaster ever experienced in this region. It is an activity that has increased by 5,000% in the last decade (Yapacana National Park case), according to a report by the organization SOS ORINOCO on the Alto Orinoco Casiquiare Biosphere Reserve, in 2019". [footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Revista “La Iglesia En Amazonas”, año XL-II, Edición N°178- Diciembre 2022 (pg.22)] 

32. A report presented in October 2022 by the Indigenous Movement for Human Rights in the Amazon (MOINADDHH), reported 2,312 illegal mining sites and 245 unauthorized extraction areas where gold, diamonds and coltan are being exploited.[footnoteRef:17] This is based on satellite images, reports from indigenous communities in the area, reports from organizations that monitor the forests, and news published in the press. [17:  Revista “La Iglesia En Amazonas”, año XL-II, Edición N°178- Diciembre 2022 (pg.26)] 

33. Mercury is used in gold mining, which is then released into the riverbed and becomes methylmercury, a highly toxic waste that poisons the entire ecosystem and enters the food chain, causing a high mortality rate among living beings, including local communities that are supplied by its waters, as shown in the report of the organization SOS ORINOCO dated January 26, 2023.
34. The crisis also brings with it the indiscriminate use of natural elements contrary to conservation, such as metallic mining, illicit crops, slash-and-burn, soil deforestation, bad fishing practices, water pollution, among others, negatively affecting national parks and protected areas.
35. This generalized contamination of the Amazonian ecosystems of southern Venezuela has the consequence of affecting the food and health of indigenous peoples and communities, rights that are closely linked to the right to life, since the possibility of access to water and basic foods obtained through fishing is significantly reduced, since there is a well-founded fear of consuming these products due to the suspicion that they are contaminated.
36. During the year 2022, "El Radar de Amazonas", an organization of journalists, was able to document several cases of people who went to the illegal mines in the Municipality of Atabapo and presented illnesses such as malaria, paludism, diarrhea and many other gastrointestinal diseases.



Recommendations
37. Urge the Venezuelan government to respect and protect individuals and organizations that defend human rights. 
38. To plan and execute public policies for the comprehensive protection of people in order to ensure the right to life through crime prevention programs.
39. Implement plans for security and safeguarding of sovereignty in the border areas of the Amazonas State, with special emphasis on areas of high ecological or environmental fragility.
40. To immediately and absolutely cease illegal mining activities in the State of Amazonas, dismantling the criminal organizations involved in this practice.
41. To investigate the presence of armed paramilitary groups that carry out illegal activities on indigenous lands. Some with practices of recruitment of adolescents, illegal mining, human trafficking, and other crimes.
42. To make the necessary arrangements for the establishment of a detention facility where persons serving their sentences can be held separately from persons under judicial preventive detention during the investigation and trial phases
43. Urge the State to seriously and conscientiously investigate punishable acts that violate human rights, guaranteeing access to justice, due process, and the right to defense with celerity, without undue delay, without unnecessary formalities or reinstatements, establishing the responsibility of the perpetrators and participants of the crimes, as well as due reparation and compensation for damages caused to the victims.  
44. Guarantee an environment of respect and security for human rights defenders as well as for victims of human rights violations and their families.



II.  Article 7 Prohibition of Torture and Other Cruel Treatments

Cruel treatment by National Police
45. The right to be treated with dignity is not only established in Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, but also in Article 46 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
46. On March 7, 2020, during the night, the citizen Laviskyn Blanco Gutiérrez, ID No. V-14.565.376, was the victim of cruel and inhuman torture by officers of the Bolivarian National Police, 7 of whom beat him and arbitrarily deprived him of his liberty at the headquarters located in the Upata neighborhood of Puerto Ayacucho, and without any procedure, ignoring the participation of the Attorney General's Office.
47. The victim was released in the following morning, with bodily signs of the injuries caused by the mistreatment. His mother, Danubia Silva, reported the incident to the Ombudsman's Office and to the Human Rights Office of the Apostolic Vicariate of Puerto Ayacucho.
48.  The officers who received the complaint attested to the victim's physical health, but were never called as witnesses in any criminal case against the police officers accused of the crime. The investigation and trial process was delayed despite the fact that the aggressors were fully identified, only 3 of them were prosecuted, and all of them were acquitted on December 2, 2022.
49. The acquittal was not appealed by the Public Prosecutor's Office, nor was it possible to obtain a copy of the decision, nor was there any administrative or disciplinary sanction in the police institution against the alleged aggressors. The case demonstrates the lack of diligence on the part of the institutions in charge of criminal proceedings to achieve effective judicial protection of the rights and interests of victims of human rights violations.

Recommendations
50. Strengthen internal control mechanisms in police and military institutions to ensure the protection and safety of citizens and the physical, psychological, moral and material integrity of individuals.
51. Investigate and punish torture, cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment of dignity, whether or not perpetrated by state agents, imposing the corresponding criminal, civil, administrative, and disciplinary liability on the offenders.
52. Restoration of legal instruments, such as effective denunciation, which allow the vindication of human rights.

III. 
 Article 19 Freedom of Expression and Right To Information

Encirclement of the Media
53. All regional and international human rights monitoring bodies have underscored the paramount importance of freedom of expression for democracy. The Human Rights Committee, in its General Comment No. 34 (2011) affirms that the rights to freedom of opinion and expression constitute the cornerstone of all free and democratic societies.
54.  Freedom of expression includes not only the right of individuals to express their own thoughts, but also the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds. The latter right belongs to both individuals and groups.
55. A crucial aspect of freedom of expression is the freedom of the press and other media, including online news sources, as well as the right of individuals to access media products. The Human Rights Committee states in its General Comment No. 34 (2011) that the free communication of information and ideas among citizens, candidates and elected representatives, crucial to democratic functioning, requires free, diverse and independent media. 
56. In paragraph 15 of the General Comment, the Committee emphasizes the role of new mobile and Internet-based communication technologies and urges States to take all necessary measures to promote the independence of these new media and to ensure individual access to them.
57. Since before 2015, in the state of Amazonas, there have been closures of radio stations that allowed the freedom of opinion, expression, information and entertainment of the people, due to problems of administrative and legal bureaucracy by the National Telecommunications Commission (CONATEL) in relation to operating permits. All this according to the Press Workers' Union (SNTP) on October 29, 2022, in whose report they reveal that the state regulatory body cites as causes for the closure of the stations the expiration or extinction of the concessions, demanding unfeasible conditions and requirements for the renewal of the licenses.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  www.dw.com/es/Venezuela-cierra-86-radioemisoras-en-lo-que-va-de-2022/a-63596019] 

58. In this regard, it is worth mentioning the closure of radio stations such as Radio Amazonas 1130 am, which had been on the air for more than 30 years, Orinoco 98.5 FM, Primera 91.7 FM, Atabapeña 89.7 FM, Única 96.3 FM, Shamánika 101.1 FM, Impacto 94.5 FM. As for the radio stations that are still on the air, there is administrative and legal pressure from government agencies and entities that try to create mechanisms of self-censorship and restriction of the freedom of expression of individuals throughout the programming, especially in relation to demands for the provision of public services and other issues of labor interest in the public administration, since this generally involves criticism or social demands regarding the quality of public management..
59. Another situation related to the closure of the media is the deterioration or damage of transmitters and other equipment, which is difficult or impossible to acquire or replace due to the high cost of their acquisition and maintenance, as well as the financial inability of the media to cover these costs due to the direct impact of the complex humanitarian crisis.
60. The aforementioned denunciation was made public by the then governor of the state of Amazonas in an interview given to the digital newspaper El Vistazo on September 24, 2015, in which he also detailed that the stations that continued to operate were linked to the national government.[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  https://diarioelvistazo.com/gobernador-de-amazonas-denuncio-cierre-de-edmisoras-opositoras/] 


Recommendations
61. To guarantee freedom of expression and information through the various media without censorship, avoiding disproportionate restrictions aimed at silencing the right of citizens to freely express their opinions on public affairs, ensuring respect for the honor, privacy and reputation of others, prohibiting advocacy of crimes and messages of hate and discrimination.


62.  Article 21 Right to Peaceful Assembly

Suppression of public demonstrations
63. The right to peaceful assembly is recognized in Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in accordance with Article 53 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 
64. As previously mentioned, on January 23, 2019, in Puerto Ayacucho, during a demonstration by the opposition to the national government, the peaceful nature of the demonstration was disrupted by a confrontation that resulted in the death of a citizen, Efren Sandalio Castillo, amid police repression of the demonstrators. 

Affectation of Senior Citizens
65. On March 21, 2023, the Association of Senior Citizens of the State of Amazonas (AUDAMAZ) went to the Municipal Chamber of the Municipality of Atures of the State of Amazonas to present a series of proposals related to the economic problems affecting citizens, the macroeconomic imbalance derived from the use of the Colombian peso in the regional economy with respect to the exchange value of the U.S. dollar and its impact on the bolivar as the national currency.
66. It should be noted that because of the above arguments, AUDAMAZ requested an open town hall to discuss these issues in public. The request was supported by more than 1100 signatures of citizens, but was rejected. Moreover, in the meeting of the Municipal Chamber that responded to the request, the petitioners were labeled as being linked to partisan political interests that only wanted to cause unrest and destabilization.


Recommendations
67. Guarantee that citizens can peacefully assemble and express their thoughts, ideas and opinions in a democratic context and while respecting the rights of others, without criminalizing dissent or protest.








IV. Article 22 Right of Association 

Affectation of Senior Citizens
68. This right is established in Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in accordance with Article 52 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
69. Since 2017, the Public Registry of the State of Amazonas does not process any type of organization in the form of foundation or association with humanitarian purposes or protection of human rights with these explicit mentions in the constituent documents.
70. For the year 2023, there are approximately 10 organizations that are awaiting the legal process for the registration of the organizations, whose proponents must wait for the drafts of the articles of incorporation to be sent to the city of Caracas to the headquarters of the Autonomous Service of Registries and Notaries for their review and approval. Many of the applications for registration remain unanswered, and until such a pronouncement is made, it is impossible to proceed with registration.
71. One of the organizations denouncing this irregularity is the Association of Senior Citizens of the State of Amazonas, which has not been able to update its Board of Directors due to the registration obstacles imposed on them.
72. On the other hand, in the year 2023, it is known that at least 8 trade union organizations have not been able to carry out the elections of their boards of directors, due to obstacles by the Labor Inspectorate of the State of Amazonas or the National Electoral Council, for bureaucratic reasons that imply a violation of freedom of association.
73. This is the case of the trade union organizations of workers and civil servants of the Amazonas state government and the mayor's office of the municipality of Atures, which publish their complaints in the media on a daily basis.

Recommendations
74. To fully guarantee the right of people to freely associate for legitimate purposes in order to contribute to the full exercise of individual and collective rights within a framework of harmony and active participation in the processes of national development.
75. Facilitate the administrative procedures for the registration of the different forms of associations, in which citizens can freely choose the activities they wish to carry out, as long as it does not imply carrying out unlawful acts provided for by law and the criteria of reasonableness inherent in a democratic regime. 




V.  Article 23° The Family as a natural element of Society

Migration Breaks Down Families
76. The right to integral protection of the family is contemplated in Article 23 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in accordance with Article 75 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. In this sense, the family is conceived as a natural space for harmonious relations among its members and deserves the protection of society and the State.
77. According to General Comment No. 19 on the protection of the family. The State is obliged to provide protection to the family and the people who are part of it, as well as the right to live together. In Venezuela, migration or diaspora due to the complex humanitarian crisis has led to the decomposition and denaturalization of family relationships, since in many cases family members are separated by this situation when one or some of its members have to leave to seek better opportunities in their quality of life. 
78. According to the Magazine La Iglesia en Amazonas, Year XLIII, Nº179- March 2023, "this situation has already forced more than 7 million people to leave the country, according to figures from the UN Agency for Refugees, UNHCR"[footnoteRef:20] generating the largest migratory flow in Latin America and the Caribbean in the last 50 years. An Exodus, especially of young people, that does not stop, and impoverishes the present and the future of the country". [footnoteRef:21] [20:  cfr. https://www.acnur.org/situacion- en-Venezuela]  [21:  Revista La Iglesia En Amazonas, Año XLIII, Nº179- Marzo 2023 (p4)] 

79. In this regard, in accordance with General Comment 19 and the Covenant, Venezuela is obliged to cooperate with other States to ensure the unity or reunification of families, especially when the separation of family members depends on political, economic or similar reasons.
80. The state of Amazonas is no exception to this reality, where thousands of people have emigrated, leaving their families behind. In addition, the phenomenon of illegal mining has attracted more than 11,000 people to the Yapacana National Park alone, according to the information provided by the Strategic Operational Commander of the Bolivarian National Armed Forces, General Domingo Hernández Lares, in August 2023, as part of the military-police operation called "Operation Yapacana," which was carried out to evict the miners from the Yapacana National Park in the state of Amazonas. 
81. These circumstances indicate that the Venezuelan State has not sufficiently fulfilled its responsibilities under the ICCPR to effectively protect families in the State of Amazonas, especially considering the high number of children and adolescents left in the care of persons other than the immediate family nucleus.

State of neglect of a senior citizen in Puerto Ayacucho
82. In this context, on April 6, 2022, this organization was able to verify the case of a 73-year-old adult, identified as Álvaro Ortiz, residing in the Carnevalli neighborhood of the city of Puerto Ayacucho, who at that time was vulnerable because he was in an advanced state of malnutrition and without family protection. 
83. In this case, food aid was provided by the neighbors of the community, together with the support of the Catholic Church, through the Apostolic Vicariate and its allied organizations, such as the Human Rights Office and the Caritas Organization, without any knowledge of whether he had received assistance from the State.  This case was documented by the Human Rights Office of the Apostolic Vicariate of Puerto Ayacucho.


Recommendations
84. To develop policies, plans and projects for the integral protection of the family, ensuring that people have access to the elements that constitute a true quality of life that avoids the need to emigrate from the country in search of better living conditions.




VI. Article 24° Right of Protection of Children and Adolescents 

Vulnerability of children and adolescents
85. The integral protection of children is provided for in article 24 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and in article 78 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. The situation of vulnerability of children is illustrated by the statistical data presented in the magazine La iglesia en Amazonas with regard to the protection of children and adolescents, which was the most claimed between July and December 2022, with 36.4% of the most frequent cases. Among the cases attended were the lack of identity documents for adults, children and adolescents, lack of legal protection for children and adolescents, violation of human rights (life, health, fundamental rights), violation of the right to work and irresponsible paternity.[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  La iglesia En Amazonas, Año XLIII N°180- Junio 2023 (P. 27)] 

86. On the other hand, the director of the Maternity Hospital of Puerto Ayacucho, since taking office in July 2023, has publicly reported the high number of children who enter the health center with signs of abuse, malnutrition and neglect. This leads to the conclusion that the state has not been sufficiently effective in the policy of integral protection of children and adolescents. In addition, a high percentage of pregnant adolescents continue to arrive without adequate prenatal care for their stage of pregnancy. This has been repeatedly stated by the current director of the Maternal and Child Hospital on the radio (masnetwork 90.9fm, Amazonas 100.1 fm).  
87. Another fact that highlights the high vulnerability of the child population in the state of Amazonas is the case of the adolescent Cleóbulo Henrríquez, who went to visit his mother in the Yapacana mines and died walled in, according to Correo Del Caroní on January 12, 2023 and Radio Fe Y Alegría Noticias on the same day. This unfortunate story was also announced by the coordinator of the civil association Foro Penal, lawyer Olnar Ortiz, on January 11th of the same month and year, through the social network formerly known as Twitter.

Recommendations
88. To enforce the principle of the supreme interest of children and adolescents, providing for the strengthening of family ties that ensure the participation of the State, the family and society in favor of their comprehensive protection.






VII.  Article 25 Participation in Public Affairs

89. The right to participate in public affairs is one of the pillars of modern democracy and therefore crucial for the Parliament. The proper implementation of this right has direct implications for the democratic nature of the Parliament and ultimately for the legitimacy of the government and its policies. The right actually consists of three components: the general right to public participation, the right to vote and be elected, and finally equal access to public service. The right to public participation consists of a) indirect participation in public affairs through elected representatives, and b) direct participation in public affairs.
90. An important outcome of this work is the Declaration on Criteria for Free and Fair Elections, which was adopted in 1994. It is primarily based on a study of international standards on democratic rights and state practice in relation to elections, covering the entire electoral process, from electoral law to voting, monitoring the ballot, counting the votes, announcing the results, considering complaints and resolving disputes.
91. On December 6, 2015, Venezuela held legislative elections for the National Assembly, which resulted in the election of three deputies for the "Mesa de la Unidad Democrática" (MUD), a coalition of parties opposed to the government. Two of them were from the state of Amazonas, and the other represented the indigenous peoples and communities of the southern region, corresponding to the states of Amazonas and Apure.
92. The United Socialist Party of Venezuela won one seat in the parliament for the electoral district of Amazonas. However, on December 30 of the same year, the Electoral Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice, in a precautionary sentence widely questioned for its lack of impartiality, suspended the effects of the scrutiny, totalization and proclamation of the elected parliamentarians in response to a constitutional appeal filed by one of the candidates to the legislative body.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Ruling of the Supreme Court of Justice, Electoral Chamber No. 260 of December 30, 2015.] 

93. This circumstance resulted in leaving the State of Amazonas without parliamentary representation during the 2016-2020 legislative period, which is a negative precedent that harms the autonomy and political equality of the federal entity.
94. The ruling of the Electoral Chamber, in a precautionary procedure of constitutional complaint, established, with a presumptive and precautionary character, that the electorate had been subjected to a situation of massive fraud through the purchase of votes in favor of the elected opposition parliamentarians, both for Amazonas and for the southern region of the indigenous peoples and communities of Apure and Amazonas.
95. Despite the fact that this was a precautionary decision, suspending the effects of the verification, totalization and proclamation of the elected parliamentarians until the resolution of the main fraud trial, which did not take place and has not been resolved to date. As a result of this incident, the National Assembly was declared in contempt by the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice for the de facto incorporation of some of the elected parliamentarians, triggering a whole institutional crisis that continues to this day.
96. In addition, the case at issue violated article 2, paragraph 3, subparagraphs a, b, and c, and article 3 of the Covenant by failing to provide an effective remedy for the restoration of the violated legal situation in a prompt and non-discriminatory manner. In view of the fact that the PSUV's appeals were decided promptly, the complaints and appeals filed by the Mesa de la Unidad Democrática were not decided in a timely manner, thus demonstrating unequal treatment in access to the administration of justice.
97. This violation of political rights and of the right to participate in public office, is stated in a study made by the organization "Acceso a la Justicia" dated January 2, 2018 and in statements made by the Constitutional Lawyer Jesús María Casal in the newspaper El Universal on March 2, 2018.

Recommendations
98. Ensure that citizens are free to participate in public affairs, directly or through their representatives, through active or passive voting for elected office, without discrimination of any kind.





VIII.  Article 27° Protection of Ethnic and Religious Minorities

99. The State of Amazonas is a federal entity of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela with more than 19 indigenous peoples and communities, being the State with the greatest ethnic diversity in the country. The changes experienced in the socioeconomic dynamics of the Nation have had a notable impact on the indigenous peoples and communities of the region, modifying their cultural, social and demographic patterns.
100. Although the Venezuelan Constitution of 1999 broadly protects the right to the manifestations, uses, customs, and traditions of the Indigenous Peoples and Communities in Articles 119 to 126, the reality has been diametrically different.
101. Issues such as illegal mining, the incursion of armed groups into their territories, the contamination of their ecosystems, the lack of demarcation of their ancestral territories, the lack of free, prior and informed consultation on activities that affect their lands and habitats are part of the wide range of problems that violate their human rights.  
102. It should be added that state institutions have introduced cultural aspects that do not correspond to the way of life of indigenous peoples and communities, especially in terms of their social organization through communes, communal councils and other forms of social participation that are different from the practices, customs and traditions of these peoples.
103. Representative collective organizations, such as the Regional Organization of Indigenous Peoples of Amazonas (ORPIA), the Bolivarian Indigenous Confederation of Amazonas (COIBA), the National Confederation of Indigenous Peoples of Venezuela (CONIVE), the Indigenous Organization of the Wuttoja of Sipapo (OIPUS), among others, have reaffirmed, through manifestos and public reports, compliance with constitutional norms and the Organic Law of Indigenous Peoples and Communities, which establishes the protection of indigenous peoples and communities.
104. On the other hand, free, prior and informed consultation is not respected in the development processes of policies that directly affect their territories. To date, the processes of demarcation and delimitation of the territories of indigenous peoples and communities have not been completed.
105. In Amazonas, most of the mines are controlled by illegal armed groups, some of them from Colombia, who develop their activities with the permissive silence of the civil and military authorities, despite repeated complaints from indigenous organizations concerned about the invasion of their ancestral territories and who have been waiting for 20 years for the demarcation promised by the 1999 Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Recommendations
106. Respect the right to the ancestral uses, customs, practices and traditions of indigenous peoples and communities in their habitats and lands.
107. Demarcate indigenous lands as an urgent measure to allow for the environmental and cultural protection of indigenous peoples. 
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