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CEDAW stands in solidarity with the millions of women around the world, especially young women, who join the protests demanding justice after the tragic death of George Floyd and insisting that their voices to call for an end of racism and a new era of human rights be heard.  
The violence inflicted on George Floyd, an African American man, by four police officers in Minneapolis, USA on May 25, 2020, shared online globally and viewed by millions, has generated anti-racist protests and solidarity movements throughout the world. At the most vulnerable moment, Mr. Floyd called for his mother, as have other victims before him, reminding us of the great loss, pain and economic dislocation that women experience in losing their children, spouses and partners, siblings and other family members in this unrelenting cycle of racist violence. 
Racial violence is predicated on the intersectionality of ‘race’, class and gender. While the majority of killings have been of African American men, African American women, for example, Yvonne Smallwood, Aiyana Jones, Sandra Bland, Breonna Taylor and others, have also been victims of police killing and brutality. Ms. Taylor was a 25-year-old emergency medical technician who was shot in her bed when police raided the wrong house in March 2020.
The Committee, in several of our General Recommendations (GR 28, 35 and 36), Concluding Observations and through its Optional Protocol mechanisms, affirms its understanding that women and girls are also victims of racism and are directly and indirectly affected by racial injustice and discrimination. While African descendants are especially affected, the Committee is also concerned about systemic racism and discrimination against indigenous/aboriginal and Roma women and girls throughout the world.
Many regions of the world share a history of African enslavement and forced transportation for labour on plantations, mines and other locations, and the coercive and unpaid labour exploitation of women, men and children of African descent.  We acknowledge the numerous descendants of the enslaved in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe and the legacy of racism and racial discrimination that persists.  The Committee recognizes this legacy and the imperative to add our voices to those calling for justice and human rights for all.  
We join with United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, - the UN Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the group of senior African leaders in the United Nations, and the world community in calling for the condemnation of human rights violations based on systemic racism and structural reforms to end racism against people of African descent and other minority groups. 
The death of George Floyd has generated anti-racist protests and solidarity movements throughout the world. This is evidence of the increased inter-connectedness of the world as well as the common thread of racial discrimination and inequality in Africa, Asia, Australasia, the Americas and Europe. Its global significance was evident in the groundswell of support and by the momentous results and changes that we are already witnessing. 
In this International Decade for People of African Descent, 2015–2024, declared by the United Nations in 2013, we stand in solidarity with the family, friends and community of all victims of systemic racism and racist violence globally, and all who have risen in justifiable indignation. As members of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), a UN Human Rights Treaty Body, we are reminded of the enormity of the task that we have accepted and recommit to work towards a just world where all women, men and children are treated with dignity and enjoy all fundamental human rights.   
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