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(a) About the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children
1. The Global Initiative (www.endcorporalpunishment.org) promotes universal prohibition and elimination of corporal punishment in fulfilment of states’ obligations under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international treaties. Our aims are supported by UNICEF, UNESCO, human rights institutions and international and national NGOs. Since 2002, the Global Initiative has regularly briefed the Committee on the Rights of the Child on this issue, and since 2004 has similarly briefed the Committee Against Torture, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Human Rights Committee and the Human Rights Council; we have briefed the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since the beginning of its work.

(b) Prohibition of all corporal punishment in France
2. Corporal punishment of children is now prohibited in all settings. The Law on the prohibition of ordinary educational violence (violences éducatives ordinaires, which is the French term for corporal punishment), adopted unanimously by the Senate in July 2019, amends article 371-1 of the Civil Code to include (unofficial translation): “Parental authority is exercised without any physical or psychological violence”. This is interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children.
3. The Law also puts an obligation on the French Government to produce a report on the prevalence and attitudes towards corporal punishment in France which evaluates the needs and means necessary to strengthen awareness-raising campaigns, parenting support and training of professionals. Prior to this reform, corporal punishment was lawful in the home, alternative care and day care settings under the “right of correction” in customary law. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. We hope the Committee will, in its examination of France, welcome the enactment of the Law prohibiting all corporal punishment, and recommend that this prohibition is adequately monitored and enforced in all settings, and that positive, non-violent and participatory forms of child rearing and discipline are promoted through awareness campaigns and training programmes.
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