UNICEF Statement to the CRPD Committee - Opening Session,  26 August 2019

Distinguished Chair and Committee members, dear colleagues, 

On UNICEF´s behalf, I would like to start by commending the CRPD Committee for its remarkable work to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and appreciate the opportunity to make this statement. We are particularly encouraged by our collaboration with the CRC/CRPD Joint Working Group looking at increasing synergies between the two Conventions and find this joint work particularly timely as we celebrate this year the 30th anniversary of the CRC. 
 
I will now outline some highlights of our recent work on children with disabilities. As you know, we are proud that our 2018-2021 Strategic Plan has a specific result area on children with disabilities and includes thorough mechanisms to monitor and track progress.

The UNICEF 2018 Annual Results Report was the first of such reports to capture progress on children with disabilities at a global level, building on the strong foundation of disability inclusion throughout our country programmes over the years.  In 2018, UNICEF reached over 1.4 million children with disabilities across 123 countries. 59 of our offices reported on disability in humanitarian responses and 93 offices reported progress on inclusive education.

In 2019 so far, Disability Inclusive Humanitarian Action and Inclusive Education were indeed two areas where significant progress was made for children with disabilities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In humanitarian settings, UNICEF stepped up its supports to strengthen the collection and analysis of disability data at country level so as to better shape programmes, policies and services for children. An interagency guidance on strengthening data in humanitarian response plans has been finalized and roll-out is ongoing. 

We also co-led the finalization, validation, launch and dissemination of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee guidelines and standards on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action. Programming and monitoring on disability in humanitarian action was strengthened in multiple countries and UNICEF´s guidance and tools on including children with disabilities in humanitarian action continued to be rolled out in several countries during the first half of the year. For the first time, a disability sub-cluster was established as part of humanitarian coordination (in Mozambique). 

Further, UNICEF continued to support inclusive education for all learners, including learners with disabilities, for example by providing schools with innovative learning tools such as digital accessible textbook, together with the UN Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Guidelines for the development and adaptation of accessible digital textbooks were developed and are currently being piloted.

Over the past months, UNICEF also worked with partners, such as the International Disability Alliance, to support the drafting and adoption of the first ever Security Council Resolution of Persons with Disabilities in Armed Conflict, that calls upon Member States and parties to armed conflict to protect persons with disabilities in conflict situations and to ensure they have access to justice, basic services and unimpeded humanitarian assistance, address in particular the specific needs of women and children with disabilities.  

Finally, work is ongoing to align our internal policies with the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy as launched by the Secretary-General during the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD last June. We are finalizing an institutional policy consolidating all our internal mechanisms on disability inclusion and accessibility into a single, aligned policy for the whole organization. 

We continue to be committed to work together with partners, especially children, their families and representative organizations, to further strengthen inclusion of children and adults with disabilities, and we look forward to continuing working closely with the Committee. 

Thank you once again for giving us this opportunity and for the excellent cooperation. 

