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INTRODUCTION
Mr. Chair and members of the Committee, 
We are pleased to appear before you to present Canada’s Seventh Periodic Report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and to discuss Canada’s progress since our last review in 2015.
My name is Sarah Geh, and I am the Assistant Deputy Minister for the Public Law and Legislative Services Sector of Canada’s Department of Justice. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of Canada’s accession to the Covenant. Canada remains steadfast in our support of the United Nations human rights system. We view constructive dialogue with the Committee as a meaningful opportunity to find ways to continuously improve the implementation of civil and political rights in Canada. We look forward to sharing key updates and to your expert insights.
[bookmark: _Hlk220514023]I would like to take this moment to honour the life of one such expert: Marcia Kran, well known to many of you in this room. Sadly, Marcia recently passed away due to illness. On behalf of the Canadian delegation, I wish to recognize her immense dedication and contributions to human rights – including as a member of this esteemed Committee from 2017-2024. Her death is a profound loss not only for Canada, but for all of us in this room, and the system for which Marcia dedicated her career to strengthen. Our condolences are with Marcia’s loved ones around the world.  
Today, I am joined by Deputy Permanent Representative Patricia McCullagh, Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva. In addition, I am joined by officials from the following federal government departments:
· Canadian Heritage
· Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
· Indigenous Services
· Public Safety
· Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
· Global Affairs
· Statistics
· And colleagues from Justice

Also with us are provincial and territorial officials from the governments of the Yukon, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Québec. Their participation reflects the principle of cooperation that underpins Canada’s model of federalism, which helps to ensure that obligations in the Covenant are fully implemented at the national and sub-national levels.
Governments cannot do the work of implementation alone. First Nations, Inuit and Métis partners, civil society organizations and human rights institutions play a crucial role in advancing important areas of discussion regarding Canada’s realization of civil and political rights. I would like to thank the rightsholders, partners and stakeholders who travelled to Geneva for this appearance to contribute your expertise to this dialogue.
In my opening remarks, I will provide some context about how our federal system respects and ensures civil and political rights. I will also provide updates on Canada’s progress in key areas since our last appearance in 2015 and the submission of our Seventh Periodic Report.
CONTEXT: CANADA’S FEDERAL SYSTEM AND COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS
As with all countries, Canada must address issues that have historical roots while adapting to confront evolving or new societal challenges. Our commitment to civil and political rights is integrated into all areas of jurisdiction, whether it is shared jurisdiction over the justice system, federal jurisdiction, or provincial and territorial governments developing solutions to meet the unique needs of their populations. In each jurisdiction, there is a legislature chosen by citizens in free and fair periodic elections, an executive responsible to that parliament, and an independent judiciary. The separation of powers, the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary are fundamental pillars of Canadian democracy.
Wherever they may live, all people in Canada are guaranteed human rights and freedoms under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which is part of our Constitution. The Charter and our democratic institutions remain the foundation of our implementation of the Covenant, upon which we continue to build. Our Constitution also recognizes and affirms the existing Aboriginal and treaty rights of First Nations, Inuit and Métis in Canada. Within this constitutional framework, the Covenant is implemented by an array of laws, policies and programs adopted by all orders of government.
Our federal system means that it is essential to have permanent mechanisms to support collaboration. 
[bookmark: _Hlk190930515]Canada’s National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting, and Follow-up on human rights facilitates coordination between federal, provincial and territorial governments on reports, reviews, engagement and follow-up to recommendations regarding the seven international human rights treaties to which Canada is a party and the Universal Periodic Review. An intergovernmental coordination mechanism has been in place for over 50 years. Since our last review, this mechanism was strengthened with the addition of an intergovernmental committee of senior officials, and a Forum of Ministers on Human Rights that meets every two years.

Engagement with rightsholders, partners and stakeholders
Engagement with partners, stakeholders and Indigenous rightsholders is an important part of Canada’s treaty implementation, reporting and follow-up efforts. 
In October 2025, federal, provincial and territorial officials met virtually with more than 130 civil society, Indigenous and human rights commission representatives and shared information about Canada’s review. In February 2026, our delegation met virtually with representatives from 47 organizations to hear their views on priority issues for this review. A broad range of issues were raised, including but not limited to: racial discrimination; gender inequality, including for Indigenous women and girls; the rights of migrants and refugees; freedom of expression and assembly; the overdose crisis and toxic illegal drug supply; the interdependence of the right to life with economic and social rights; oversight of law enforcement; accountability for the impacts of Canadian corporations operating abroad; and Canada’s follow-up to recommendations from human rights reviews.
We remain committed to engagement on the Committee’s Concluding Observations and to strengthening engagement processes. While these discussions are organized specifically around this review, governments across Canada also lead distinct engagement processes on issues closely linked to Covenant obligations. Together, these processes provide complementary forums to identify gaps, understand systemic challenges, and inform human rights action across the country.
CANADA’S IMPLEMENTATION EFFORTS IN KEY AREAS
I would like to turn now to Canada’s progress addressing challenges in four significant areas. These are: the rights of Indigenous Peoples; equality rights; gender-based violence; and public safety and the criminal justice system.
1) Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Canada is committed to upholding Indigenous rights and working in full partnership with First Nations, Inuit and Métis to advance shared priorities – from health and housing to economic prosperity and climate action.
The meaningful participation of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis in decisions concerning land, water, and natural resources is fundamental to respecting their inherent rights, advancing reconciliation, and ensuring sustainable stewardship for generations to come. 
Canada is working directly with Indigenous partners to resolve land-related issues through negotiation rather than litigation, and by modernizing processes to make them more timely, transparent, and collaborative. For example, the Government of Canada is engaged in rights-based discussions with Indigenous groups at over 160 negotiation and discussion tables to develop solutions that advance the implementation of Indigenous rights and self-determination.
[bookmark: _Hlk150013356]Canada acknowledges that the mistreatment and abuse of Indigenous children in the residential school system has had a profound and damaging impact on Indigenous Peoples that continues to this day. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which concluded its work in 2015, was a critical step in confronting the harms caused by the residential school system. The Commission’s 94 Calls to Action provide a framework for reconciliation for governments and all sectors of Canadian society.
A number of the Commission’s Calls to Action under federal jurisdiction, or shared responsibility, have either been completed or are well underway. This includes federal legislation to protect and promote Indigenous languages, federal legislation that transfers jurisdiction over child welfare to Indigenous Peoples, and programs to provide health, social and education services to Indigenous children. Despite progress made,  we acknowledge that much more needs to be done. Implementing all 94 Calls to Action remains a priority for Canada.
In all this work, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is charting the path forward. In 2021, the Government of Canada enacted the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, which imposes obligations on the federal government and sets out a framework to advance implementation of the UN Declaration at the federal level. The province of British Columbia and the Northwest Territories have similar laws in place. Pursuant to the federal Act, in 2023, the Government of Canada released an Action Plan, developed in consultation and cooperation with First Nations, Inuit and Métis, that includes 181 measures that Canada will take with them to implement the UN Declaration and further reconciliation in a tangible way.
2) Equality rights
Canada views diversity as a strength and source of national identity and pride. 
Over the last decade, federal, provincial and territorial governments have continued to make progress towards addressing discrimination and strengthening equality rights. Measures have included legislation, such as the federal Pay Equity Act to address systemic gender-based discrimination in employers’ compensation practices, and the federal Accessible Canada Act to identify, remove and prevent barriers facing persons with disabilities. On the policy side, initiatives have included strategies and action plans to support inclusion in program and policy decisions through consideration of gender, anti-racism, and disability.
3) Gender-based violence
Mr. Chair,
Unfortunately, gender-based violence is a pervasive issue in Canada and disproportionately affects women, girls, and marginalized groups including Indigenous women, racialized women, Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex and additional sexually and gender diverse individuals (2SLGBTQI+), and those in rural or remote areas. In 2022, Canada launched the very first National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, a 10-year strategic framework to create a Canada free from gender-based violence.
In Canada, there remains a national crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQI+ people. They deserve to live safely and free from violence. All levels of government are taking action to address this issue.
In 2021, the Government of Canada released the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA+ People National Action Plan, setting a course to advance the 231 Calls for Justice of the National Inquiry, which completed its work in 2019. The action plan was co-developed with families and survivors, provincial and territorial governments, Indigenous governments, and Indigenous organizations and communities.   
Canada has responded to the National Inquiry through federal, provincial and territorial commitments. The Federal Pathway outlines the federal government’s commitments to address the root causes of this violence and is supported by annual public progress reporting. Several provinces and territories, including the Yukon and Ontario, have released their own strategies and action plans responding to the National Inquiry.
4) Public safety and the criminal justice system
Canada has advanced numerous initiatives to protect public safety while respecting human rights. For example, Canada recently established three oversight bodies to strengthen the framework of accountability for Canada’s national security and intelligence agencies and ensure core intelligence functions operate within the bounds of the law. In 2019, Canada abolished administrative segregation and established Structured Intervention Units as a temporary measure for inmates requiring separation from the mainstream population. The Corrections and Conditional Release Act was amended to establish a framework for independent external review of Structured Intervention Unit placements, access to programs and services, and minimum requirements consistent with the Mandela Rules.
Across every area of Canada’s criminal justice system, Indigenous and Black people experience disproportionately negative outcomes, resulting in higher rates of incarceration and victimization. The Government of Canada is taking action to address these realities.

In 2025, the Government of Canada released the first-ever Indigenous Justice Strategy, developed in consultation and cooperation with First Nations, Inuit and Métis. In that same year, the Government also launched a 10-year Implementation Plan to establish Canada’s Black Justice Strategy, prepared in consultation with Black communities. Together, these initiatives aim to address systemic discrimination across the criminal justice system, and ensure all persons are treated equally before and under the law.

CONCLUSION
Mr. Chair and members of the Committee,
These opening remarks are just an overview of Canada’s ongoing implementation efforts. While we have made progress, we know challenges remain and we are determined to address them.
My colleagues and I look forward to engaging with the Committee and to your recommendations. Thank you.
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