Thank you, Lizzy, and thank you, Mr Chairman, for the opportunity to speak on behalf of Scottish Government on devolved matters. 

Scotland is a welcoming and open country, with a long history of welcoming people of all nationalities looking to make Scotland their home.

Our most recent Census data confirms Scotland is becoming more diverse. Our vision is that Scotland in 2030 is a Fairer Scotland where people are healthier, happier and treated with respect, and where opportunities, wealth and power are spread more equally.

We are determined to show leadership in tackling racism and dismantling barriers so that people from racialised minorities can realise their potential and their rights.

This includes safeguarding Scotland against those who spread hatred and prejudice, underpinned by our Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021. The violent disorder we have seen in the UK is unacceptable and will not be tolerated in Scotland.

In 2016, the Scottish Government published the Race Equality Framework, setting out our long-term vision for race equality up to 2030. From 2017 to 2024, the Scottish Government distributed 16.2 million pounds directly to organisations working on race equality issues.

The Scottish Government published the Anti-racism in Scotland Progress Review in 2023. This shows that while we have made progress in many areas, we know racism persists in our communities, in our schools and in our workplaces.

We will continue to work with partners across sectors to build a fairer Scotland, ensuring our evidence based policies are founded on anti-racism principles and informed by the lived experience of communities.
