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Summary 
This document is intended to shed light on the expected violations of the rights of girls and young women, as reflected in the composition and appointments of the current government; coalition agreements; decisions made by government ministries; legislative amendments passed by the current Knesset (Israel's congress); bills submitted during this period; and the actions and statements of the government and its members. The importance of this document increases considering the "International Day of the Girl Child" recognized by the United Nations on October 11. Girls are a minority group due to their lack of power, a consequence of both gender and age. Therefore, this position paper begins by briefly outlining the implications of the current Knesset and government’s policy for women and for children generally; it then details the implications of these trends for girls and young women.  In our view, the violations of both human rights in general and women's rights in particular will directly and immediately affect the rights of minors and girls' rights.
The position paper’s conclusion is that the ensemble of promises, actions and legislative changes made by the government and Knesset are dealing a mortal blow to the rights of all 


girls and young women in Israel, setting them back further than at any time since the founding of the state.  
Impact of the government’s policies and the processes of the coup on women[footnoteRef:1]:  [1:  Position Paper No. 11: Violation of Women’s Rights as a Result of the Proposed Regime Changes in Israel.  The Israeli Law Professors' Forum for democracy. ] 

Since the current government was established in November 2022, we have witnessed a series of trends that infringe on women’s rights. This government is permissive of fundamentalist religious perspectives and the extremist rabbis who dictate them, to control nearly every aspect of women’s rights in Israel; and simultaneously, it pledges not to advance — and even explicitly rejects — moves intended to combat the growing violence against women (both Jewish and Arab) and laws intended to protect their rights. We will note here that any violation of women’s rights is also a violation of girls’ rights, both in terms of gender and because these girls will grow up to be women in Israeli society.
The current government marks a historic decline in female representation in decision-making positions; in effect, it excludes women from key positions. The governing coalition has an overwhelming male majority, with just 14% women among its members. Only 24% of the members of the current Knesset are women[footnoteRef:2]. There is only one woman serving as director general of a government ministry. The Ministerial Committee on National Security Affairs (the State Security Cabinet), which currently includes 17 ministers and deputy ministers, has only two women, and not a single woman has been appointed to the committees of the Israel Security Agency (the Shin Bet). This exclusion from decision-making positions and processes is even more glaring when it comes to ultra-Orthodox women, who are held back from realizing their democratic right to be elected to the Knesset because the ultra-Orthodox parties do not include women in their ranks (in defiance of the law and the rulings of the Supreme Court)[footnoteRef:3]. All this is despite a 2014 government resolution to adopt United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security[footnoteRef:4]. This lack of representation leads to the government ignoring the needs and rights of women at decision-making junctures on a daily basis. We have also witnessed a series of senior female civil servants dismissed, and every last one replaced with a man. Meanwhile, the government and its members employ aggressive, degrading and misogynistic strategies toward the few women left in key positions — such as the attorney general and the director of the Government Companies Authority — aimed at ousting them or driving them to quit.  [2:  Women in the Knesset: Data Collection after the 25th Knesset Elections”, The Knesset Research and Information Center. https://fs.knesset.gov.il/globaldocs/MMM/0cf2203e-a05e-ed11-814f-005056aac6c3/2_0cf2203e-a05e-ed11-814f-005056aac6c3_11_19639.pdf  [Hebrew] ]  [3:  “The Judicial Reform and Possible Ramifications Over Representation Among Haredi Women, Nivcharot Haredi Women’s Movement. https://fs.knesset.gov.il/25/Committees/25_cs_bg_1839151.pdf [Hebrew]]  [4:  “1325”, Itach — Women Lawyers for Social Justice.
https://www.itach.org.il/1325/%d7%94%d7%97%d7%9c%d7%98%d7%94-1325/  [Hebrew]] 

Policies that hamper the prevention of gender-based violence: The National Plan for the Prevention of Domestic Violence was allocated a smaller budget than that recommended by the state comptroller, and some of the recommendations of the government committee on the issue have not yet been implemented. As part of the coalition agreements, the government 

pledged not to sign the Istanbul Convention, an international treaty stipulating government action to combat violence against women. The National Security Minister directed his ministry to increase the number of firearms permits granted each month to around 10,000.  Experience shows that this directive is likely to be deadly for women in Israel, as having more guns in the domestic space increases the risk of violence that ends in femicide.
A range of actions, statements and legislation indicates a clear trend of excluding women from the public sphere and promoting segregation between women and men. In recent months we have witnessed radicalization in acts of aggressive and heavy-handed policing of women as well as unprecedented religious radicalization. This segregation threatens to erase women from the public sphere even in areas of the country that are not ultra-Orthodox,  as demonstrated by the appearance of signs demanding that women dress modestly and use separate sidewalks; the vandalizing of billboards containing images of women; the extension of gender-segregated hours at municipal swimming pools; the low proposal for segregated swimming at natural springs; A bus driver who refused to answer a woman’s question simply because she was a woman; and municipally funded cultural events where women are seated in the wings and at benches in the back[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  “Violation of Women’s Rights and Status Against the Backdrop of the Judicial Reform”, Israel Religious Action Center. https://fs.knesset.gov.il/25/Committees/25_cs_bg_1839634.pdf  [Hebrew] ] 

All these actions are illegal in Israel, but the government consciously and deliberately does not enforce the law, thereby tacitly enabling and encouraging discrimination against women. At the same time, there is extensive activity to change existing legal protections. One bill that was proposed would make gender segregation legal; and a proposed amendment to the law prohibiting discrimination in the provision of services, products and entry to public places would permit refusal to provide a product or service on the grounds of religious beliefs. Thus businesses would be permitted to impose gender segregation, obligate women to dress modestly as a condition for receiving services, and even prevent women from entering shops during certain hours.
Expanding the authority of the rabbis and rabbinical courts:  The rights of women are violated on a daily basis under a religious legal system that refutes their basic freedoms in rabbinical courts that forbid women from serving — all under the auspices of the law. The rabbinical courts, on which not a single woman serves, act according to the laws of halacha and the Torah, which exclude, minimize and discriminate against women[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Position Paper 29: Implications of the Regime Changes for the Rabbinical Courts. The Israeli Law Professors’ Forum for Democracy.] 

One of the current government’s moves was to close the Authority for the Advancement of Women, a professional organization for promoting gender equality, and replace it with the Ministry for the Advancement of the Status of Women, which is driven by political considerations and subject to a minister who is not committed to this goal and to a large extent even hostile to it. 
Beyond their formal actions, MKs have made vulgar and sometimes even violent statements against women serving in government positions and female public figures (such as singers); in contrast, this government provides a positive platform for men with a history of sexual assault. 
 
Changes to Israeli legislation anticipated in the government coup: 
The government coup (presented as an alleged judicial overhaul) pushes for changes to the method of appointing judges; repealing the “reasonableness clause” protecting against unreasonable decisions by the government and its ministers; and legislating the “override clause,” which will retract the court’s ability to reverse destructive and anti-democratic decisions made by the Knesset. These moves will prevent the High Court of Justice from intervening when the state is acting unreasonably or when the government passes legislation that is harmful to women.  
It should be noted that even now, before the clear and intentional violations of women’s rights described above have been enacted, the rights of children (and of course girls) are not completely protected in Israel. Minors are the most vulnerable demographic in Israel; they have no voice or representation among decision-makers and are a minority within any group they belong to. Therefore, in our view, the violations of human rights as a whole and women’s rights in particular as described above will directly and immediately impact the rights of minors, especially girls. 

Impact of these trends: 
Violating women’s rights, especially the right to equality and safety, creates a toxic and harmful atmosphere not only for women, but also for girls. 
The current government’s policy, embodied among other things by the coup, seeks to make discriminating against women, violating their bodily autonomy and undermining the systems intended to protect them into the social and moral norm in Israel. The oppressive attitude of members of the current government is expressed not only in policy, but also in the violent and offensive discourse of MKs and other key figures in Israeli politics directed at women in government positions such as the attorney general.
Girls who are educated and shaped by these harmful and oppressive norms become disadvantaged against their will. They are liable to internalize the discrimination, 

degradation, and disdain for their personal safety, along with the lack of response to these issues, leading them to accept them as an inescapable part of their lives.  This makes them more vulnerable while increasing the dangers they are exposed to. 
Moreover, girls are less and less likely to set their sights on fair representation of women in decision-making positions, especially on an equitable and respectful basis. This situation leads girls to struggle to perceive themselves as having ability and agency. Without female role models, girls and young women are less likely to envision a future of leadership or professional success for themselves. 
These processes will make these girls and young women more vulnerable and harm their self-efficacy and their mental, physical, financial and interpersonal status.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted in 1989 and ratified by most countries in the world. Israel joined the convention in 1991 and is obligated to it on an international level. To ensure fulfillment of the convention’s articles, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child was established in the signatory countries. This committee is tasked with monitoring and supervising the implementation of the convention by means of two mechanisms: This first is requiring signatory countries to submit periodic reports detailing the implementation of the convention’s articles and responding to these reports. The second is publishing “general comments” that serve as a proactive interpretive tool to help countries understand the convention and its implementation.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a holistic document, the articles of which are interconnected and to be mutually interpreted. The convention is based on four “guiding principles,” which carry the most importance and as such must be considered during the implementation and interpretation of each specific right in the convention. 
As noted above, each of these four principles is both a key right in itself and a guiding principle that facilitates the interpretation and implementation of all the other rights, subject to the principle of evolving capacities laid out in Article 5 of the convention. 
The convention also establishes many specific rights, many of which are relevant to this paper, including: the right to protection from harm, exploitation and abuse; the right to education; the right to freedom of expression; the right to culture; the right to a relationship with one’s parents; the right to identity; and the right to due process in legal proceedings.

Violation of children’s rights 
Even before the changes initiated by this government, the rights of children are only partially protected under Israeli law. International standards regarding children’s rights are stipulated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, among other places. On one hand, this convention has a powerful status among the countries of the world as most countries, including Israel, are signatories to it. On the other hand, the convention does not have the status of law in Israel but is instead viewed as an interpretive tool. Consequently, the judicial system plays an important role in implementing the convention’s principles during the process of interpreting laws and in protecting the rights of children.  An especially serious blow is anticipated to the rights of children who belong to minority groups, including status-less children, Arab children, LGBTQ+ children, and the children of LGBTQ+ parents.
The blow to the court’s ability to strike down government resolutions with the reasonableness clause and the blow to its ability to revoke laws is liable to harm judicial review and prevent the retraction of laws that violate the basic rights of children (especially at-risk minors), leading to children being further marginalized — and this in light of how central the use of the reasonableness clause is in protecting at-risk minors today.  Politicizing the appointment of judges will likely lead to appointments of judges to the Juvenile and Family Courts that are not grounded in purely professional considerations — which will constitute a mortal blow to children’s rights. Additionally, expanding the powers of the rabbinical courts will harm minors, since the religious judges on these courts are not orientated toward the best interests of children or trained to recognize signs of abuse[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  “Position Paper 39: The Impact of the Proposed Regime Changes on Children’s Rights”, The Israeli Law Professors’ Forum for Democracy. 
] 


The government’s policy violates the principles established in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and will harm girls in particular.
· The Right to Protection
There has been a growing trend of verbal, online and physical violence in Israel in recent months — with an increase of dozens of percentage points in incidents. There has also been a significant increase in domestic violence in recent years. These figures are even higher in Arab society, where murder rates have risen by dozens of percentage points. Whenever there is an increase in violence, the global trend is that girls and women are harmed at higher rates than boys and men (see e.g. the increase in violence toward girls and women during the coronavirus pandemic). 


Along with other types of violence, there has also been an increase in sexual harassment experienced by girls in the public sphere. This is reflected in offensive comments about girls’ bodies and attire made by bus drivers and in other public spaces such as shopping centers, by the guard at the entrance. 
Another worrying trend is reduced enforcement of laws prohibiting the consumption of prostitution, which directly harms minors forced into prostitution. Police data from July 14, 2023, indicate that just 534 fines were given this year, compared to 2,840 in 2022. The lack of enforcement enables and even encourages pimps to continue the ongoing exploitation and sexual assault embodied by prostitution and human trafficking. 
 A blow to welfare services, which harms girls and young women who are victims of violence, abuse and neglect: 
Article 19 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates that member states are obligated to employ any necessary means to protect children from any type of physical or emotional violence, especially while under the care of parents or other legal guardians. The child welfare system is the system employed by the state to protect children from abuse and neglect within the family framework. The system is based on the fundamental understanding that the state has a responsibility and obligation to protect all children living within its borders by means of intervening in the family unit and where necessary, limiting the rights of parents. This understanding replaced the more conservative outlook that disregards the rights of children, viewing them as the property of their parents and therefore not believing the state has a mandate to intervene in the family on their behalf. In the past 30 years, the State of Israel has come a long way in advancing children’s rights to protection from domestic abuse and neglect, employing a system of legislation, policy and services. However, it is evident that the judicial overhaul Israel currently underway in Israel represents a significant threat to the progress in formalizing the protection of children from domestic abuse and neglect, by regressing to conservative approaches that promote non-intervention in the family unit and non-intervention in the family sphere generally. Evidence of this can be seen in MKs lashing out at Youth Law social workers (social workers specially trained as required by Israel’s Youth Law), undermining their status by hurling accusations at them and presenting them as “child kidnappers.” The clearest proof of this is a preliminary legislation bill submitted by Knesset members (not yet a government approved bill for changes to the Youth Law (Care and Supervision), which formalizes the welfare services’ care and authority to intervene on behalf of minors who are victims of domestic abuse and neglect: the Youth Law (Care and Supervision) Amendment — Outline for Removing a Child from Custody, 5783-2023. The 

bill includes a series of amendments which essentially grant parents who engage in abusive or neglectful behavior toward their children the broad authority to intervene in the welfare service pathways intended to protect children. For instance, the bill allows the parent to choose who the court appoints as guardian of the minor — remember, the parents are the ones who abused or neglected the child in the first place. All these weaken the status of minors and make it difficult to protect their health and well-being. The bill also includes a series of amendments aimed at weakening Youth Law social workers’ professional authority to make decisions regarding minors. For example, it would require several written opinions as a condition for taking emergency measures, and that any Juvenile Court decision regarding a minor who is a victim of abuse and neglect be made by three judges instead of one. This has direct implications for the health and welfare of girls who are victims of domestic abuse and neglect, especially since more girls experience abuse than boys. According to data from the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Social Services, in 2021 3,653 girls were admitted into shelters following sexual assault, compared with 1,831 boys. Also according to Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Social Services data, there are more girls and women recognized by welfare services than boys and men — 64,236 girls and women received social services in 2021, compared with 52,250 boys and men[footnoteRef:8]. The harm to women and girls is also reflected in the attempts to damage the status, authority and professional continuity of the Youth Law social workers, most of whom are women (as in the other helping professions such as education or nursing, which are primarily filled by women). Thus, for example, the first version of the bill mentioned above included an article stipulating that a Youth Law social worker could only be someone who is a parent. It is superfluous to note the vast damage such a bill would have on the status of Youth Law social workers and their professional confidence to perform their job of protecting minors from abuse and neglect, although fortunately this one was scrapped. Another bill proposes to shorten the training process for the allied health professions to just a few months, in order to allow women and ultra-Orthodox women to become professionally certified without holding an academic degree. This legislation would greatly undermine the quality of care and the ability of the women in the profession to locate and care for female victims of violence.  [8:  Service users in the departments of social services, personnel and various recipients from the ministry (2021). Ministry of Welfare and Social Security] 

Additionally, following the coalition agreements and in light of the coalition’s control of the Finance Committee, hundreds of millions of shekels were slashed from the welfare and education budgets and redirected to the ultra-Orthodox community. This move harms 

social services, including mental health services, which are already insufficiently budgeted; and as a result, it harms the care provided to the populations that consume social services, including minors in vulnerable situations, and of course girls. As mentioned above, expanding the authority of the rabbis and rabbinical courts will bring further harm to minors, due to the financial blow to the family unit and to cases of domestic abuse being overlooked.
To summarize, it is clear that the State of Israel is regressing to a conservative approach by which the state has no authority or mandate to intervene in the family unit to protect the weaker members of the family, such as women and girls. 
Adequate mental health care:
The acute mental health crisis is another example of the violation of the right to protection. The government’s policies and vast cuts to welfare and medical budgets have led to a limited basket of mental health care, to the point that lives are being endangered. Data shows, for example, that girls suffer more from mental struggles such as suicide attempts or eating disorders; and that since the coronavirus pandemic, there has been a 300% increase of reports of teenagers, especially teenage girls, suffering from eating disorders. This increase has not been met by an increase in therapeutic resources, causing a crisis that costs human lives on a daily basis. 
Intersectional discrimination
The CEDAW Committee again referred to intersectionality and reminded that “The discrimination of women based on sex and gender is inextricably linked with other factors that affect women, such as race, ethnicity, religion or belief, health, status, age, class, caste, and sexual orientation and gender identity.
LGBTQ+ girls:  Girls from the LGBTQ+ community are more likely to be victims of violence, discrimination and degradation of all kinds. Some coalitional parties, MKs and ministers have taken regressive and horrifying homophobic stances against the LGBTQ+ community and supported educational programs and organizations that encourage this discourse. In the shadow of this atmosphere, we have seen a hundreds-fold increase in verbal, online and physical violence against this community. The situation is even worse among LGBTQ+ minorities, who pay an even higher price — the murder of 18-year-old Sarit Ahmed Shakur being one prominent example.
In addition, the future of educational programs that encourage tolerance toward the LGBTQ+ community is threatened by members of the government who have declared their intention to cancel them. One reflection of attempts to cancel programs that promote tolerance toward the LGBTQ+ community can be found in a petition filed by the Lavi organization (High 

Court of Justice 22/8179 Lavi vs. the Minister of Education), in which petitioners sought to revoke the Ministry of Education guidelines laid out in the document “Guidelines for providing optimized support and a sense of safety to LGBTQ+ children and youth and their families in the education system,” under the claim that the document was published under a transitional government. 
ultra-Orthodox girls 
blocking helplines on kosher phones: In the ultra-Orthodox community, special phone lines that have been approved by community leadership are in common use. Phone numbers that are seen as posing a risk to the ultra-Orthodox lifestyle are blocked at the discretion of the leadership, which is made up exclusively of men. The exposure of a well-known public figure who sexually assaulted dozens of girls and women sparked a wave of calls to emergency helplines, but the ultra-Orthodox leadership decided to block these lines. The Ministry of Communications acquiesced to the petitions of women and forbade the blocking of helplines; but a new bill that allows certain lines to be blocked is once more endangering girls’ access to emergency helplines. 
Arab girls and young women:
Arab women are one of the most vulnerable population groups within Israeli society as a whole, and Arab society in particular. While the changes caused by the policies of the current government and the judicial coup also affect Arab men and boys, their impact on Arab women and girls, who have the constant threat of gender-based violence hanging over their heads, is even more stark.
Data from the Knesset Research and Information Center shows that between 2018-2022, 126 women were murdered; 17% of whom were girls 13 years old and older. The number of Arab women murdered is the greatest in relation to the general population: from the start of 2023 until May 3rd, when police data was published, 12 women had been murdered, four of whom were Arab women. The Ministry of Welfare's report for 2021 shows an increase in applications from Arab women and girls due to domestic violence. 
Harm to the “Safe Route” plan: 2021 saw the launch of operation “Safe Route,” one of the five-year plans for Arab society, aimed at eradicating crime in Arab society. “Safe Route” started out as a promising program that included a weekly gathering of senior partners from the Israel Police, the Israel Security Agency, the Tax Authority, the Ministry of Justice, and representatives of the attorney general and the Office of the State Attorney. Lately, under the current government, the program has not been implemented as planned. The judicial coup government has made it harder to receive data from the bodies in charge of running the 

program, such as law enforcement. In February 2023, the National Security Committee of the Knesset assembled to evaluate and monitor the “Safe Route” program.  The police provided only partial data; some questions were not answered at all, while others were only partially answered and related only to the years the program was operating (2021-2022), which made it impossible to evaluate the changes that had occurred as a result. The National Security Minister also announced the end of a collaboration with JDC-Israel as a coordinating body for programs to promote employment in Arab society. Under the current government’s policy, the five-year plans that were intended to fight crime in Arab society as a whole, and the murder of Arab women and girls in particular, are not being implemented as they should be. As a result, we are seeing a steady and inexorable rise in violent incidents in Arab society. 

Programs for at-risk Arab teenage girls: The policies of the current government and the judicial coup have led to the weakening of numerous social initiatives, including “warm homes,” “Noor” centers, “Tzeirot BeRosh,” programming in the framework of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services; “Yated” program for young adults, and more. These programs are essential for protecting at-risk teenage girls, helping them escape the cycle of violence and build independent lives safely while integrating into society. Damaging or weakening these initiatives, among other things by inadequately monitoring their implementation, will have devastating consequences for Arab girls, including poverty and crime.

· The principle of non-discrimination (equality)
In recent months we have seen an increase in discrimination against and exclusion of young women in many different spheres: 
In decision-making centers: When women are absent from decision-making centers, the ability to address the needs of women and girls is severely hampered. Thus, for example, when women were absent from the coronavirus cabinet during the pandemic, making abortion an emergency medical event was not considered until women petitioned and demanded an exception be made. 
Singing by girls and young women: Girls are not permitted to sing at public events with religious or ultra-Orthodox men in attendance. We have witnessed several events where a female singers show was cancelled for this reason, even in secular communities or places. 
Girls appearing in advertising: In a few occasions, pictures of girls were covered with stickers or scratched off of packaging or advertising in or religious reasons. In other cases advertisers 

chose to feature only men and boys in their advertising for this reasons. This has been reported even in shops in areas that are not religious or ultra-Orthodox in character.
Public transportation: Women use public transportation more than men, and girls even more so than adult women. Gender segregation on public transportation has led to dozens of cases of secular girls being illegally sent to the back of the bus; cases of bus drivers illegally refusing to allow girls to ride a bus that was supposedly for men only; and many other cases where drivers illegally refused to allow girls to ride the bus due to attire they deemed “immodest”[footnoteRef:9]. Comments directed at girls about their attire being sexual and “seductive” fundamentally qualify as sexual harassment and are becoming increasingly widespread throughout Israel.  [9:  A bus driver demanded young women to cover themselves and sent them to seat in the back: “this is the Jewish state”. Retrieved from: https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/b1pyyeinh ] 

Public sphere: Together with street  signs demanding that women and girls dress modestly or use separate sidewalks than men and boys (largely in ultra-Orthodox residential areas), there have been several documented incidents in secular society where young women were forbidden to enter public places due to attire deemed “immodest”.  
Cultural events: Various gender-segregated events have been held. In some, girls and young women are forbidden to sit at the front of the venue, and they are forced to watch the performance from a distance. In other cases, segregated activities have been held, most with differences in content that perpetuate stereotypes. This discrimination takes place not only in religious or ultra-Orthodox neighborhoods, but even in liberal Tel Aviv. For example, in a booklet distributed this summer by the Tel Aviv Municipality and distributed to the city’s religious public, nearly all the events — children’s movies and plays — were segregated. One event, called “Relaxing at the Pool with a Movie,” stated that entry was for single women ages 12 and up. In what kind of country are girls “unmarried women” from the age of 12? Why should events for children be gender segregated? This phrasing is very disturbing and begs the question — what do they mean by 12-year-old single woman? And even more relevant in this case — why should events for children be gender segregated?

Segregated educational activities: In several events, female students were asked to participate in gender segregated activities where religious male students were participating.
Discrimination in providing services: The bill that would allow discrimination in providing services on the grounds of religious beliefs is liable to coerce young women into modest dress or withhold services or entry to young LGBTQ+ women.  This bill would not only violate the principle of equality, it would gravely endanger girls’ access to critical medical services such as birth control, abortions and more. 

· Violation of girls’ right to development:
The current government’s policy does not support, and even limits, educational programs promoting gender equality in all subjects, in particular a program to encourage girls to take five units of mathematics, which was recently cancelled. Reports have arisen of several sexual education programs that were removed from the pool of approved programming (Geffen). Moreover, a proposed bill would prevent teaching and providing knowledge about sexual and gender identity, which will increase homophobic trends and cause emotional distress for LGBTQ+ girls. 
Ultra-Orthodox girls: As part of the coalition agreements, the budget for schools that do not teach the core curriculum was enlarged. In addition, the coalition agreements exempt these institutions from Ministry of Education oversight. Minimizing the requirement to teach the core curriculum raises concerns regarding girls’ schools that currently do teach the core curriculum. While infringing on basic education harms both boys and girls, due to the fact the ultra-Orthodox women are usually the sole provider of large families, it is clear that minimizing the core curriculum will especially harm the earning abilities of women due to lack of skills required for the job market. Moreover, budgets were recently approved to support training institutions for young ultra-Orthodox women that do not require an academic degree. This perpetuates the ignorance of these young women and denies them a proper education.
Status-less Palestinian girls in the education system: In addition to asylum seekers and migrant workers, the education system defines Palestinian children or children of families undergoing family reunification proceedings as status-less. The number of status-less Palestinian children stands at 1,460 — around 40% of all status-less children. The Israeli education system does not have the tools to integrate these children and teenagers, including girls; as a result, many fall out of the system, drop out of school, and some of them later turn to street crime. There is no precise information about these young people, since there is no formal record of them, but we have witnessed a growing phenomenon of status-less girls on the street whose fate is unknown. There are girls sent to youth shelters by welfare services who are thrown out on the street at the end of their stay, with no monitoring or follow-up treatment. 
Refugees and asylum seekers:
Despite being born in Israel, minors who are asylum seekers are status-less and lacking rights in Israel, apart from the right to education and limited access to social services. They are born into a complex and difficult reality stemming from their parents’ experience of being uprooted and displaced, after fleeing from their countries of origin against the backdrop of war or prosecution, and many of whom are survivors of torture or human trafficking.   Girls who are asylum seekers who attend state kindergartens and schools in Israel suffer from serious developmental and educational gaps, speech impairments, behavioral difficulties or emotional challenges. These gaps and impairments stem, among other things, from the years these girls spent in unregulated early childhood institutions, living without legal status, in financial distress, with limited access to welfare and healthcare services, in survival mode and in the shadow of the trauma of displacement. Kindergarten teachers, teachers and other education staff face many difficulties on a daily basis due to the girls’ dire situation, equipped with no appropriate training or additional resources. Education is a fundamental right in Israel, as is the right to equality in education. Discrimination in education is forbidden, including segregated education based on race, skin color, language, religion, national or ethnic background. Segregation harms asylum-seeking children’s ability to quickly and correctly learn the Hebrew language by communicating with children who are Israeli citizens and native Hebrew speakers. It impairs the ability of asylum-seeking girls to narrow the developmental and educational gaps that hold them back. Segregation also contributes to their parents’ sense of alienation, which also hampers the parents’ involvement in the education of their daughters, which in turn impairs the girls’ motivation to succeed. It increases the chances of these girls dropping out of the education system and adopting risk behaviors, and it leaves them exposed to the racism directed toward them in the public sphere without this being properly addressed by the education system. The segregation deepens the disparities and distance between the two groups of girls, leaving the asylum seekers behind; it harms their family and community resilience and increases their sense of alienation from the society in which they grew up and where most of them were born. The result is that asylum seekers and their children are pushed to the margins of society and into poverty. The current government’s policy, as expressed in policies and public statements, seeks to further violate the basic rights of those without legal status and to drive them out of Israel, among other things. This is in contradiction to the international conventions regarding children that Israel has signed and committed itself to. The legal infrastructure in Israel does not provide these children with sufficient protection; the primary means of protection available to these minors is therefore to petition the court, which can make use of the international treaties that Israel is signatory to when interpreting the existing law[footnoteRef:10] [footnoteRef:11].  [10:  “Integration and Advancement of Children of Asylum Seekers in the Educational System: Principles and Recommendations”, ASSAF — Aid Organization for Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Israel.https://assaf.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/kids_integration_final.pdf [Hebrew]
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