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Children in need of State care have been under the direction of Child Youth and Family. From 1 April 2017, following an Expert Panel Report a completely new structure is being introduced that is intended to be child focused.

“Maori children are around 60% of those in care (15% of population) so the new structure is of serious concern for the future. The “Background Briefing Oranga Tamariki” explains the historic position, the reasons for change and the conceptual framework”. There is already serious concern that the new structure will be under severe pressure.

Table 102 of the Determinants shows the Maori/Pasifika notification statistics.

Key legislation is before Parliament and a Select Committee has received 303 submissions
many concerned with cultural issues. This omnibus bill covers a wide range of legislative reforms to support the new operating model for the Ministry for Vulnerable Children, Oranga Tamariki, and will establish the statutory framework required to create a more child-centred operating model to meet the needs of vulnerable children and young persons

The Children’s Commissioner has made two submissions

VOICE OF CHILDREN- VOYCE WHAKARONGO MAI
One of the many intended improvements arising from the changes in culture of past CYF practice is to give specific attention to the voice of children in need.

“We believe children and young people in care need to be heard and their voices kept at the centre of all the decisions made about them”.

HISTORIC ABUSE CLAIMS - MEDIA
“We need to hold a full independent inquiry into historic abuse in state care”

“Years ago in a small town, a Maori boy was caught stealing lollies at the local Four Square. A report labelled him a "thug" and he was made a state ward. He was 10 years old.
Put in a boy's home where he was physically and sexually abused, he ended up doing very long stretches in isolation. He'd spend months at a time in a single cell. While there his parents died”.
“We know more than 100,000 children and vulnerable adults were put into care over 40 years. The first homes opened in the 50s and by the 70s, almost half of all children in state care were Maori”.
“In 1978 89 per cent of admissions to Hokio were Maori and Pasifika. In 1985, Maori boys made up 78 per cent of all youngsters held in six Social Welfare homes across Auckland. Boys sought the protection of gang affiliations while in care, many of those lost boys tell us the gangs themselves began in boys homes”.
“And for me as Race Relations Commissioner, if I'm to understand why more than half of our prison inmates are Maori then I need to be clear about how they got there in the first place.”


CHILD POVERTY
This is of major concern and Maori/Pasifika children are caught up in the struggle for survival. Specific research and comment is continually available through the Child Poverty Action Group and the finding of the Children’s Monitor.

“Over the period 2011–2013, on average, around 34% of Māori children and 28% of Pacific children lived in poor households, compared to an average of 16% of European children (using the AHC 60% fixed-line measure) [5]. The higher poverty rates seen in Māori children potentially reflect the relatively high proportion of Māori children living in sole parent beneficiary households (during 2007 to 2011 around 43% of domestic purpose benefit (DPB) recipients were Māori). On average, during 2011 to 2013, just under half (48%) of children living in poverty were Māori or Pacific, using the AHC 60% fixed line measure [5]”.ref page 56 the Determinants”.

1 in 3 Māori and Pacific children are likely to grow up in poverty. This is twice the rate as Pakeha (1 in 6).

HOUSING SHORTAGE
There is a serious housing shortage, particularly in Auckland and social security is under intense pressure both in matters of upkeep and appropriate size for Pasifika families.

“Many children live in cold, damp homes. This contributes to a greater burden of disease and poorer outcomes, particularly amongst those who live in lower-income households, amongst one parent families of all ethnicities, and Māori and Pacific children.”

JUVENILE JUSTICE
There is an over representation of Maori and Pasifika children brought before the justice system. The 2015/6 Monitoring Places of Detention report has indicative comment.

“Māori are disproportionally detained in all detention contexts. It is clear to all agencies involved in the OPCAT monitoring activities that there are complex issues underpinning this disproportionate detention rate and this issue needs urgent attention.”

”Lack of responsiveness to mokopuna Māori.”

5th UNCROC CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS
The 73rd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child issued New Zealand with Concluding Observations, September 2016. While Article 30 is of key importance Maori and Pasifika issues were raised in a number of circumstances.

Paragraphs 
a) Maori and Pasifika
42,(strategy) 10 (a) data, 15 (non-discrimination),) 23(c & g) (abuse), 26 (family environment), 31 (a & b) (health), 34 (climate change),  36 (child poverty), 37 (d) (educational discipline), 38 (early childhood education) & 45 (e ) (juvenile justice over representation),
b) Maori
16 (best interests), 17 (suicide), 19 (identity), 28 (state care), 30 (disability), 33 (breastfeeding),


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
No reference was found in two selected reports from the 91st session in respect of the application of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In respect of the work of this Committee a browse of the UNCROC implications especially Article 30 shows a number of relevant SDGs particularly 4.5, 4.7, 10.2, but also 11.4, 13b and 16.10.
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